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Basis of Report

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ltd (SLR) with reasonable
skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the timescales and resources devoted
to it by agreement with Tamworth Borough Council (the Client) as part or all of the
services it has been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms
and conditions of that appointment.

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice,
recommendations and opinions in this document for any purpose by any person
other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that
SLR and the third party have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty.

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data
collected by SLR, and/or information supplied by the Client and/or its other advisors
and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and
valid.

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of
quantities, calculations and other information set out in this report remain vested in
SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical
nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on any elements which may be
unclear to it.

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be
relied upon in the context of the whole document and any documents referenced
explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.
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1.0 Introduction

This appendix presents the findings of the review of Policies, Plans and Programmes
(PPP) including relevant international, national and local documents undertaken as a
part of the Scoping Process (Stage A) of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the
Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.

The Planning Practice Guidance’ states that:

“The sustainability appraisal should only focus on what is needed to assess the
likely significant effects of the Local Plan. It should focus on the environmental,
economic and social impacts that are likely to be significant. It does not need to be
done in any more detail, or using more resources, than is considered to be
appropriate for the content and level of detail in the Local Plan’.

The review of PPP has therefore focused on the documents that could have an
influence on the Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan and is not an exhaustive list
of documents prepared in the UK under each topic.

2.0 Overarching Documents

There are a number of key overarching documents, including the SEA Directive, the
UK Sustainable Development Strategy (2005) and the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) 2024. Relevant messages from the NPPF have been set out
within Section 2 of the main report and are also included within the tables within
Section 3 of this document.

The UK Sustainable Development Strategy ‘Securing the Future’ was published in
2005. The document set out some guiding principles for sustainable development:

Living Within Ensuring a Strong,
Environmental Limits Healthy and Just Society
Respecting the limits of the planet’s Meeting the diverse needs of all
environment, resources and peoplein existing and future
biodiversity — to improve our communities, promoting personal
environmentand ensure thatthe wellbeing, social cohesion and
natural resources needed for life are inclusion, and creating equal
unimpaired and remain so for future opportunity forall.

generations.

Achieving a Promoting Good Using Sound Science

Sustainable Economy Governance Responsibly

Building a strong, stable and Actively promoting effective, Ensuring policy is developed
sustainable economywhich provides participative systems of governance and implemented on the basis
prosperity and opportunities forall, in all levels of society — of strong scientific evidence, whilst
andin which environmental and engaging people’s creativity, taking into account scientific
social costs fall on those whoimpose energy, and diversity. uncertainty (through the

them (polluter pays), and efficient precautionary principle) as well
resource use is incentivised. as public attitudes and values.



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal#sustainability-appraisal-requirements-for-local-plans
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal#sustainability-appraisal-requirements-for-local-plans
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More recently, is the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development? a historic global
agreement to eradicate extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice and leave no
one behind. Agreed by world leaders at the UN in 2015, the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)? succeed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
The SDGs are universal with all signatories expected to contribute to them
internationally and deliver them domestically. The UK is committed to the delivery of
the Sustainable Development Goals by ensuring that the Goals are fully embedded
in planned activity of each Government department. The 17 SDGs include the
following:

1. End poverty in all its form everywhere
2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote
sustainable agriculture

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and

productive employment and decent work for all

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation
and foster innovation

10.Reduce inequality within and among countries

11.Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

12.Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

14.Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

15.Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

16.Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels

17.Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the Global Partnership
for Sustainable Development

2 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (October 2015)

3 Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals:


https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/implementing-the-sustainable-development-goals/implementing-the-sustainable-development-goals--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/implementing-the-sustainable-development-goals/implementing-the-sustainable-development-goals--2
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Furthermore, the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan (2018) sets out their
approach to protecting and enhancing England’s natural landscapes and habitats for
the next generation. The goals of the 25 year plan are:

To achieve:

1. Clean air

2. Clean and plentiful water

3. Thriving plants and wildlife

4. A reduced risk of harm from environmental hazards such as flooding and
drought

5. Using resources from nature more sustainably and efficiently

6. Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the natural environment.

To manage pressures on the environment by:

1. Mitigating and adapting to climate change
2. Minimising waste

3. Managing exposure to chemicals

4. Enhancing biosecurity.

The plan also sets out how it will follow a ‘natural capital’ approach to help make key
choices and decisions that can support environmental enhancement and help deliver
benefits such as reduced long-term flood risk, increases in wildlife, and a boost to
long term prosperity. ‘Natural capital’ is defined in the Plan as:

“Natural capital is the sum of our ecosystems, species, freshwater, land, soils,
minerals, our air and our seas. These are all elements of nature that either directly
or indirectly bring value to people and the country at large.”
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3.0 Review of Documents by Topic

Table 1: Economy and Employment

Message/lssue

National

Source Document(s)

This original report was published in 2012 with a key aim of
creating fair employment and good work for all.

The report was reviewed in 2022 to see what changes had
been made in the ten years since its publication. Findings
included:

o Employment rates have increased since 2010;

o There has been an increase in poor quality work,
including part time, insecure employment;

o The number of people on zero hours contracts has
increased significantly since 2010;

e The incidence of stress caused by work has increased
since 2010;

e Real pay is still below 2010 levels and there has been
an increase in the proportion of people in poverty living
in a working household; and

o Automation is leading to job losses, particularly for low
paid, part time workers; the North of England will be
particularly affected.

Achieving sustainable development means that the planning
system has an overarching economic objective — to help build
a strong, responsive and competitive economy, by ensuring
that sufficient land of the right types is available in the right
places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and
improved productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the
provision of infrastructure.

(Para 85) Planning policies and decisions should help create
the conditions in which businesses can invest, expand and
adapt. Significant weight should be placed on the need to
support economic growth and productivity, taking into account
both local business needs and wider opportunities for
development. The approach taken should allow each area to
build on its strengths, counter any weaknesses and address
the challenges of the future.

(Para 86) Planning policies should:

e Set out a clear economic vision and strategy which
positively and proactively encourages sustainable
economic growth, having regard to the national
industrial strategy and any relevant Local Industrial
Strategies and other local policies for economic
development and regeneration;

e Set criteria, and identify strategic sites, for local and
inward investment to match the strategy and to meet
anticipated needs over the plan period;



https://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/resources-reports/marmot-review-10-years-on/the-marmot-review-10-years-on-executive-summary.pdf
https://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/resources-reports/marmot-review-10-years-on/the-marmot-review-10-years-on-executive-summary.pdf
https://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/resources-reports/marmot-review-10-years-on/the-marmot-review-10-years-on-executive-summary.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
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Message/lssue Source Document(s)

e Pay particular regard to facilitating development to
meet the needs of a modern economy, including by
identifying suitable locations for uses such as
laboratories, gigafactories, data centres, digital
infrastructure, freight and logistics;

e Seek to address potential barriers to investment, such
as inadequate infrastructure, services or housing, or a
poor environment; and

¢ Be flexible enough to accommodate needs not
anticipated in the plan, and allow for new and flexible
working practices and spaces to enable a rapid
response to changes in economic circumstances.

(Para 87) Planning policies and decisions should recognise
and address the specific locational requirements of different
sectors. This includes making provision for:

e Clusters or networks of knowledge and data-driven,
creative or high technology industries; and for new,
expanded or upgraded facilities and infrastructure that
are needed to support the growth of these industries
(including data centres and grid connections);

e Storage and distribution operations at a variety of
scales and in suitably accessible locations that allow
for the efficient and reliable handling of goods,
especially where this is needed to support the supply
chain, transport innovation and decarbonisation; and

e The expansion or modernisation of other industries of
local, regional or national importance to support
economic growth and resilience.

(Para 88d) Planning policies and decisions should enable the
retention and development of accessible local services and
community facilities, such as local shops, meeting places,
sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses
and places of worship.

Local planning authorities can take a leading role in promoting
a positive vision for these areas [city and town centres, district
and local centres], bringing together stakeholders and
supporting sustainable economic and employment growth.

Amended from the 2019 publication to reflect changes to the
Use Class Order.

The Industrial Strategy sets out a long term plan to boost the
productivity and earning power of people throughout the UK.

It sets out how the Government are working towards building
a Britain fit for the future — how they will help businesses
create better, higher-paying jobs in every part of the UK with
investment in the skills, industries and infrastructure of the
future.

The strategy includes 5 foundations:
o Ideas: the world’s most innovative economy;
o People: good jobs and greater earning power for all;



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ensuring-the-vitality-of-town-centres#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ensuring-the-vitality-of-town-centres#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ensuring-the-vitality-of-town-centres#full-publication-update-history
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664563/industrial-strategy-white-paper-web-ready-version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/664563/industrial-strategy-white-paper-web-ready-version.pdf
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e Infrastructure: a major upgrade to the UK’s
infrastructure;

o Business environment: the best place to start and
grow business; and

e Places: prosperous communities across the UK.

The Government will use this strategy to work with industry,
academia and civil society over the coming years to build on
the UK’s strengths, make more of untapped potential and
create a more productive economy that works for everyone
across the UK.

Source Document(s)

The National Infrastructure Delivery Plan brings together the
government’s plans for economic infrastructure over the next
5 years with those to support delivery of housing and social
infrastructure.

Objectives of the plan relating to infrastructure delivery include
the following:

e To meet current demand through the renewal of
existing infrastructure;

e To meet future demand;
e To grow a global economy; and
e To address climate change and energy security.

The Enterprise Act includes measures to:

o Establish a Small Business Commissioner to help
small firms resolve issues;

e Extend the Primary Authority scheme to make it easier
for businesses to access tailored and assured advice
from local authorities, giving them greater confidence
to invest and grow; and

e Protect and strengthen apprenticeships by introducing
targets for apprenticeships in public sector bodies in
England.

Sets out the Government’s framework for raising productivity
and is built around two pillars:

e Encouraging long-term investment in economic capital,
including infrastructure, skills and knowledge; and

e Promoting a dynamic economy that encourages
innovation and helps resources flow to their most
productive use.

Includes policies regarding:

¢ A modern transport system, with a secure future;

¢ Reliable and low-carbon energy, at a price we can
afford,;

o World-class digital infrastructure in every part of the
UK;



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f2f1540f0b6230268df36/2904569_nidp_deliveryplan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f2f1540f0b6230268df36/2904569_nidp_deliveryplan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f2f1540f0b6230268df36/2904569_nidp_deliveryplan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7f2f1540f0b6230268df36/2904569_nidp_deliveryplan.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/12/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/443898/Productivity_Plan_web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/443898/Productivity_Plan_web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/443898/Productivity_Plan_web.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/443898/Productivity_Plan_web.pdf
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Message/lssue
e A dynamic economy; and
e Planning freedoms and more houses to buy.

Source Document(s)

The World Economic Forum in 2020 identified that tackling the
global nature crisis could create 400 million jobs and $10trn in
business value each year by 2030. Green jobs will be a
significant part of employment creation opportunities in the
future.

‘Build Back Better: our plan for growth’ is replacing the
industrial strategy, and works alongside the Ten Point Plan for
Green industrial Revolution, in order:

e To level up the whole of the UK;
e Support the transition to net zero; and
e Support the vision for a Global Britain.

The green paper sets out the Government'’s vision for a
modern industrial strategy; a 10-year plan to deliver the
certainty and stability businesses need to invest in the high
growth sectors that will drive our growth mission. It will provide
the firm foundation for investment that businesses need,
allowing businesses to plan for the next 10 years and beyond.

Local

Working in conjunction with local authorities and universities
as local anchor institutions, the Combined Authority will
deliver conditions for growth through:

o New powers over economic development- Investing
£88m from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, targeting
the £33m West Midlands Innovation Accelerator, the
£23m Commonwealth Games Business and Tourism
Programme and leading a rejuvenated business
support system that capitalises on the private sector
offer and expertise across the West Midlands;

e Transport investment- Investing in transport corridors
that drive development with £363 million invested in
2021/2022 and over £1 billion in transport funding
secured for the next five years;

e Housing and land investment- Making our mark with
over £600 million of devolved housing and land funds
secured, hundreds of hectares of land unlocked and a
revolution in brownfield development;

e Pioneering new approaches to regeneration- Bringing
affordable, modular and net zero homes to our towns
and cities;

e Skills- Delivering a £130 million annual Adult
Education Budget (AEB), contributing to an almost
10% increase in 2020 alone in the proportion of the
population with Level 3 skills;

e Working with investors- Securing partnerships with
investors to deliver growth and realise strong



https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2020/
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2020/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth-html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth-html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth/build-back-better-our-plan-for-growth-html
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/invest-2035-the-uks-modern-industrial-strategy/invest-2035-the-uks-modern-industrial-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/invest-2035-the-uks-modern-industrial-strategy/invest-2035-the-uks-modern-industrial-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/invest-2035-the-uks-modern-industrial-strategy/invest-2035-the-uks-modern-industrial-strategy
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/cjafxkj4/plan-for-growth.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/cjafxkj4/plan-for-growth.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/cjafxkj4/plan-for-growth.pdf
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Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG)
commitments that boost investment, like the long-term
agreements with major developers like L&G which will
see £billions of private, patient capital invested across
the region; and

Net zero- Committing ourselves to a regional net zero
target by 2041 and pursuing landmark innovations in
transport mobility, zero carbon buildings, smart local
energy systems, the environment and affordable
housing.

Source Document(s)

The strategy uses the economy plus model to deliver the
vision and is based on the strengths, challenges and
opportunities faced across the area and the development of a
strategic approach that focuses on priority actions, channels
and principles. The eight priority actions are:

New manufacturing economy- harnessing the biggest
concentrations of high value manufacturing
businesses in Europe and their supply chains;

Creative and digital- further developing the area’s
vibrant and flourishing sector;

Environmental technologies- securing transformational
environmental improvements;

Medical and life sciences- enabling the further growth
of the medical and life sciences sector and supporting
other businesses to diversify and become part of the
sector’s supply chain;

HS2 growth- maximising the benefits of the largest
infrastructure project in Europe;

Skills for growth and employment for all- ensuring the
skills needs of businesses are met and everybody can
benefit from economic growth;

Housing- accelerating the delivery of current housing
plans to increase the level of house building to support
increased level of growth; and

Exploiting the economic geography- making the most
of the scale and diversity of the West Midlands’
geography to enable economic growth and community
wellbeing throughout the urban core and rural areas.

The Local Industrial Strategy sets out the steps the West
Midlands will take to:

Drive growth by strengthening the foundations of
productivity; contributing towards the Grand
Challenges; and taking advantage of market driven
opportunities in mobility, data-driven health and life
sciences, modern services, creative content,
techniques and technologies; and

Ensure all communities can contribute to and benefit
from economic prosperity whilst protecting and



https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/1382/full-sep-document.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/1382/full-sep-document.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/1382/full-sep-document.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/west-midlands-local-industrial-strategy/west-midlands-local-industrial-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/west-midlands-local-industrial-strategy/west-midlands-local-industrial-strategy
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infrastructure; measuring progress; and

o Designing actions using a balanced set of inclusive
indicators.

enhancing the environment; investing further in social

Source Document(s)

The West Midlands Digitial Roadmap sets out aspirations for
the West Midlands to:
o Become the UK’s best connected region;

e Use digital public services to build a fairer, greener
and healthier region; and

e Realise the potential of digital to transform the
economy and build economic resilience.

The Strategic Plan outlines outcomes that the county council
most wants to achieve, including that, “Everyone in
Staffordshire will have access to more good jobs and share
the benefits of economic growth.” Key ambitions of the
strategy include:

o Tackle the challenges faced by many of our town
centres and strive to create places that we can be
proud of;

e Create the conditions to allow more people to start and
grow their business within Staffordshire, thereby
addressing our relatively low levels of business start-
ups across large parts of the county;

e Address the low levels of skills across some parts of
the county and support more of our residents to gain
the high-level skills needed to take advantage of many
better paid job opportunities;

o Build upon our existing strengths and future
opportunities to increase innovation activity throughout
the county, both within our businesses and innovation
institutions;

e Play our part in supporting the substantial planned
growth within the county through the development of
investment ready projects and securing funding for our
infrastructure and services;

e Ensure we do not miss the substantial opportunities
afforded by our location in the centre of the country by
developing our key strategic A50 / A500 and A38
corridors; and

e Put climate change at the heart of all that we do,
including supporting businesses on their journey to Net
Zero.

To achieve this, the Council will:

e Work with their partners to regenerate our town
centres;

e Support people to start and grow their business;



https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/0vfdnpjh/west-midlands-digital-roadmap-2024-27-updated.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/0vfdnpjh/west-midlands-digital-roadmap-2024-27-updated.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Business/Economic-and-Rural-Economic-Strategies/Economic-strategy.aspx#One_Visionandambitions
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Business/Economic-and-Rural-Economic-Strategies/Economic-strategy.aspx#One_Visionandambitions
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Message/lssue Source Document(s)

Develop investment-ready projects that will be vital to
the future of the county;

o Enable people to benefit from better paid, local job;

o Develop A50 / A500 and A38 strategic corridors to
enable businesses in Staffordshire to innovate and
grow, as part of the wider West Midlands Region; and

o Encourage greater levels of innovation activity.

The Visitor Economy Action Plan (VEAP) is intended to add
value to existing activity and highlight where collaboration can
reap greater rewards. The aims and deliverables of the plan
are:

e To make a strong contribution to economic growth and
prosperity, supporting businesses, improving the
product, and increasing the impact of marketing;

o To make a strong contribution to achieving net zero by
2050, keeping the needs of the environment,
communities, businesses and visitors in balance; and

e To improve the quality of life for Staffordshire’s
communities and provide more opportunities for
employment and enjoyment.

The purpose of the Tamworth Investment Strategy is to
illustrate the potential for future development and investment
to regenerate the town and transform it into a vibrant centre
that attracts businesses, visitors and residents, and that
celebrates its rich historic environment. The Investment
Strategy incorporates the following key sections:

e A set of 'key moves' for the town centre that aim to
create a better connected and high quality
environment. The changes will improve the
accessibility and vibrancy of the town attracting more
residents and visitors;

¢ A town centre framework that illustrates how key
opportunities will come together to deliver a vibrant
and people-friendly town centre; and

o |llustrative layouts and a framework for how future
development could evolve on three key identified sites,
maximising the potential of currently under-utilised
areas.

This Economic Strategy and Action Plan establishes the
following actions to improve economic prospects in Tamworth:

e Establish a collaborative vehicle;

o Boost the visitor economy by creating and promoting a
brand and enhancing the offer;

e Promote and support enterprise;

¢ Improve the business accommodation offer;
¢ Address economic inactivity;

e Develop Lower Gungate; and

10


https://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/dbimgs/Staffordshire-VEAP-2023-26-full-version-spreads-for-Web.pdf
https://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/dbimgs/Staffordshire-VEAP-2023-26-full-version-spreads-for-Web.pdf
https://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/dbimgs/Staffordshire-VEAP-2023-26-full-version-spreads-for-Web.pdf
https://www.tibbalds.co.uk/work/projects/tamworth-investment-strategy
https://www.tibbalds.co.uk/work/projects/tamworth-investment-strategy
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
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e Investin the Economic Development Team.

Source Document(s)

The range of office land need in Tamworth starts at 0 ha in the
net completions scenario to 4.2 ha in the Experian baseline.
The Net Absorption scenario sits in the centre of this range at
1.3 ha. Given, market signals it would be appropriate to
consider planning for a point at the upper end of this scale at
1ha. The need for industrial land ranges is very broad starting
at 3.6 ha under the Experian scenario to 34 ha in the net
absorption scenario. The gross and net completions scenarios
both sit at around 20ha, with gross completions being higher
at 24.6 ha. We considered that it would be reasonable to plan
for an industrial need figure that sits toward the upper end of
this range at 24 ha. In total, this would result in a total need for
25 ha of employment land in Tamworth.

The Tamworth Town Centre and Retail Study 2025 updates
retail and town centre needs across the Borough to 2043. The
study provides the following strategic recommendations:

o The role and function of town centres is evolving, and
town centres will need to have a balanced mix of uses
in order to be successful. Recent national and
legislative updates provide the market with flexibility to
do this, but it needs to be informed by strategic policy
where necessary. A balanced mix of uses, offering
interest and activity at different times of the day, will
not only help increase footfall and patronage to a town
centre, but also mean that people may spend longer in
the centre, or visit more frequently. Tamworth town
centre is currently underperforming in this respect, and
the need to improve the diversity of the town centre
(both in terms of range of uses, and quality of uses
within individual ranges) should be considered a
priority;

¢ Retail will still continue to act as a key driver of footfall
in town centres, but when experiencing competition as
strong as the offer at Ventura, it will not be enough to
sustain the long-term vitality of the town centre;

e On this basis, it is strongly recommended that the new
Local Plan contains specific policies setting out the
Council’s policy approach to supporting the long-term
vitality of the town centre. This should make reference
to supporting the diversification of the offer in the town
centre, enhancement of its commercial leisure offer,
and enhancement/diversification of its evening
economy, and strengthening its tourism role;

e Our analysis has not identified a requirement for
significant additional retail floorspace to be planned for
over the new Local Plan period, but a small positive
need for additional comparison goods floorspace has
been identified. These identified needs should be
directed towards Tamworth town centre in the first
instance in line with established national policy;
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It should, however, be remembered that need
forecasts are not a ‘ceiling’ for development and
planning applications for retail and other main town
centre uses should be considered on individual merits
and, where necessary, demonstrate compliance with
retail policy (sequential and retail impact) tests;

We have not identified a quantitative need for
additional convenience goods retail floorspace, but in
qualitative terms it is considered there is a case to
support provision of a medium-sized foodstore in
Tamworth town centre in order to meet a gap in the
town centre offer and support its long term vitality and
viability;

Our analysis has forecast significant growth in the
commercial leisure sector over the new Plan period.
Whilst it is not possible to directly translate this into
floorspace requirements, we expect there to be a need
to plan for additional provision of this nature.
Accordingly, proposals which seek to deliver additional
floorspace of this nature should be supported in
principle provided amenity, retail policy and other
relevant considerations are met. Proposals for
additional commercial leisure provision should be
directed towards Tamworth town centre;

The Ventura Retail Warehousing is likely to be the
default choice for shopping for many residents of the
Borough. Its ‘market share’ appears to have grown
since the Council’s last retail study in 2011, and it has
a shopper catchment that extends significantly wider
than that of the town centre. There have been a
number of enhancements to the offer at Ventura since
the last retail study, including new floorspace and
modernisation of existing floorspace stock, which
appears to have cemented and grown its market
share; and

It is understood that that much of the Ventura Retail
Warehousing floorspace trades as open class A1/E,
and in practical terms this limits the scope to which the
Council can control its trading impacts vis-a-vis the
town centre. However, we would recommend that the
Council has clear development management policies
in place which resist the creation of smaller-format
units at Ventura, i.e. of the type which will more
directly compete with the town centre offer.

Source Document(s)

The vision of the Plan is to ‘Build a Better Tamworth’. Five
priorities, under pinned by key actions, have been identified to
help achieve this vision.

Prosperity and place- Growth in the local economy by
creating jobs and a Tamworth we are all proud of,
ensuring financial stability for all:

- Work with businesses to help them grow and
create jobs;
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Identify and address skills shortages;

Make the town centre more vibrant and accessible;

Regenerate and create spaces for people to use
and enjoy; and

Promote tourism and nightlife by using our culture
and heritage sites.

e Environment- Achieve net-zero carbon emissions,
protect the environment and enhance local
biodiversity:

Keep Tamworth’s local areas clean;

Tackle fly tipping, littering and environmental
offences;

Cut down on using carbon in our operations;

Collaborate with partners to protect the
environment; and

Provide eco-friendly housing options.

e Community wellbeing- Residents live safe, healthy and
happy lives in communities that are cohesive, where
diversity is celebrated:

Work with our partners to support children and
vulnerable individuals' wellbeing;

Ensure our active health and wellbeing offer
supports the improvement in residents physical
and mental health;

Improve our offer to provide suitable homes and
make good quality, eco-friendly and affordable
housing available;

Work with our partners to reduce homelessness
and rough sleeping; and

Work with our partners to reduce crime and help
our residents feel safe.

¢ Council- Being a caring, accessible and effective
council that is financially resilient:

Being visible, accessible, approachable and
accountable to the community;

Learn and work with communities to provide
broader social benefits; and

Maintain balanced budgets in our financial
strategies.

Source Document(s)

Table 2: Population and Equalities

National

Message/lssue

Source Document(s)

(Para 96) Planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve
healthy, inclusive and safe places which:
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¢ Promote social interaction, including opportunities for
meetings between people who might not otherwise
come into contact with each other;

o Are safe and accessible, so that crime and disorder, and
the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or
community cohesion; and

e Enable and support healthy lives, through both
promoting good health and preventing ill-health,
especially where this would address identified local
health and well-being needs and reduce health
inequalities between the most and least deprived
communities.

(Para 98) To provide the social, recreational and cultural
facilities and services the community needs, planning policies
and decisions should:

¢ Plan positively for the provision and use of shared
spaces, community facilities (such as local shops,
meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural
buildings, public houses and places of worship) and
other local services to enhance the sustainability of
communities and residential environments;

e Take into account and support the delivery of local
strategies to improve health, social and cultural well-
being for all sections of the community;

¢ Guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities
and services, particularly where this would reduce the
community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs;

e Ensure that established shops, facilities and services
are able to develop and modernise, and are retained for
the benefit of the community; and

e Ensure an integrated approach to considering the
location of housing, economic uses and community
facilities and services.

Source Document(s)

The Localism Act 2011 sets out:
¢ New freedoms and flexibilities for local government;
¢ New rights and powers for communities and individuals;

¢ Reform to make the planning system more democratic
and more effective; and

e Reform to ensure that decisions about housing are
taken locally.

The Equality Act 2010 legally protects people from
discrimination in the workplace and in wider society. It is against
the law to discriminate against anyone because of:

o Age;

e Being or becoming a transsexual person;
e Being married or in a civil partnership;

e Being pregnant or having a child;
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o Disability;

e Race including colour, nationality, ethnic or national
origin;

¢ Religion, belief or lack of religion/belief;

e Sex; and

e Sexual orientation.

Source Document(s)

The report brings together evidence about today’s older
population, with future trends and projections, to identify the
most critical implications for government policy and the socio-
economic resilience of the UK.

The report highlights the under provision of specialist housing
for older people and the need to plan for the housing needs of
the older population as well as younger people.

Local

The vision of the Strategic Transport Plan is “We will make
great progress for a Midlands economic ‘Engine for Growth’,
clean air, improved heath and quality of life for the people of the
West Midlands. We will do this by creating a transport system
befitting a sustainable, attractive and economically vibrant
conurbation in the world’s sixth largest economy.”.

Relevant objectives to support the achievement of this vision
include:

e To improve the well-being of socially excluded people.

There are three priority visions of the Communities Strategy,
underpinned by key actions:

e Great places where we live:

- Strengthen our work with partners and residents to
help people feel safer and more included within their
communities;

- Help residents to get more involved in tackling
climate change, take care of our environment and
make Staffordshire more sustainable;

- Help people to have better access to thriving local
areas, by improving our roads and developing a
Local Transport Plan; and

- Engage with our Borough, District, Town and Parish
Councils, community groups and other external
partners to understand and work with our
communities better.

e Connected communities:

- Continue to work with and support our thriving
Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise sector;
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opportunities and connections that help them do
their bit and be independent;

- Connect people of all ages to the right help, at the
right time, in the right place; and
- Support people to become digitally included,
informed, and connected across the county.
¢ The way the Council listens, talks and acts:

- Try our best to engage with residents earlier, more
accessibly, more creatively, more consistently and
more locally;

- Change our approach to help residents get more
involved, and support officers to understand how
they can help; and

- Support all our councillors to access the local
information they need.

- Make it easier for residents to find information,

Source Document(s)

The aim of the Strategy is to integrate the council’s equality and
diversity activities into normal service delivery mechanisms,
while at the same time encouraging departments to deliver their
products and services in an innovative and creative way: ‘We
aim to create and maintain a community that embraces change
and welcomes diversity; diversity helps to build such
communities by celebrating differences and combining our
talents.’.

To achieve this, the council continues to be committed to
removing discrimination from public life. This includes major
commitments that establish the council as a community leader.

e The council is committed to ensure that it does not
discriminate against employees or members of the
public;

¢ We want Tamworth to have a workforce that reflects the
community it serves and to be seen as an employer of
choice that values diversity and the perspectives it
brings;

e The council is working to make Tamworth a place free
from discrimination;

o People are proud to be who they are;

o We strive to ensure that the contribution of all groups is
valued;

¢ Differences between people are welcomed,;

¢ Removing barriers to ensure that all groups have the
same chances of success; and

e The council will provide services that are inclusive and
designed to meet customer needs, including those most
vulnerable.

The vision of the Plan is to ‘Build a Better Tamworth’. Five
priorities, under pinned by key actions, have been identified to
help achieve this vision.
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Prosperity and place- Growth in the local economy by
creating jobs and a Tamworth we are all proud of,
ensuring financial stability for all:

- Work with businesses to help them grow and create
jobs;

- ldentify and address skills shortages;

- Make the town centre more vibrant and accessible;

- Regenerate and create spaces for people to use and
enjoy; and

- Promote tourism and nightlife by using our culture
and heritage sites.

e Environment- Achieve net-zero carbon emissions,
protect the environment and enhance local biodiversity:

- Keep Tamworth’s local areas clean;

- Tackle fly tipping, littering and environmental
offences;

- Cut down on using carbon in our operations;

- Collaborate with partners to protect the environment;
and

- Provide eco-friendly housing options.

¢ Community wellbeing- Residents live safe, healthy and
happy lives in communities that are cohesive, where
diversity is celebrated:

- Work with our partners to support children and
vulnerable individuals' wellbeing;

- Ensure our active health and wellbeing offer
supports the improvement in residents physical and
mental health;

- Improve our offer to provide suitable homes and
make good quality, eco-friendly and affordable
housing available;

- Work with our partners to reduce homelessness and
rough sleeping; and

- Work with our partners to reduce crime and help our
residents feel safe.

¢ Council- Being a caring, accessible and effective council
that is financially resilient:

- Being visible, accessible, approachable and
accountable to the community;

- Learn and work with communities to provide broader
social benefits; and

- Maintain balanced budgets in our financial
strategies.

Tamworth Community Safety Partnership is a collection of
statutory agencies working together to reduce crime and
antisocial behaviour across the town. Key targets of the Plan
are:
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More positive outcomes for victims;

¢ Increased positive promotion of actions and
communications across all areas;

¢ Reduction of repeat callers across all agencies;

¢ Improvement of identification, monitoring and resolution
of problems;

o Increased use of proportionate intervention powers; and
e Improved perception and feelings of safety

Priority areas of focus between 2023 and 2026 are:
e Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB);

e Community Cohesion (including preventing
radicalisation, exploitation and hate crime);

o Domestic Abuse (Including stalking and harassment);
o Drug Related Crime and Harm (including the prevention
of exploitation of young people — County Lines);

e Public Place and Serious Violence (including Violence,
Abuse and Intimidation of Women and Girls — VAIWG);
and

¢ Vehicle Crime Vulnerable Persons (the prevention of
harm to persons at risk of criminal exploitation or
becoming victims of crime).

Table 3: Health

Message/lssue Source Document(s)

National

(Para 96) Planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve
healthy, inclusive and safe places which:

e Promote social interaction, including opportunities for
meetings between people who might not otherwise
come into contact with each other;

e Are safe and accessible, so that crime and disorder, and
the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or
community cohesion; and

¢ Enable and support healthy lives, through both
promoting good health and preventing ill-health,
especially where this would address identified local
health and well-being needs and reduce health
inequalities between the most and least deprived
communities.

(Para 98) To provide the social, recreational and cultural
facilities and services the community needs, planning policies
and decisions should:

e Plan positively for the provision and use of shared
spaces, community facilities (such as local shops,
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meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural
buildings, public houses and places of worship) and
other local services to enhance the sustainability of
communities and residential environments;

e Take into account and support the delivery of local
strategies to improve health, social and cultural well-
being for all sections of the community;

o Guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities
and services, particularly where this would reduce the
community’s ability to meet its day-to-day needs;

e Ensure that established shops, facilities and services
are able to develop and modernise, and are retained for
the benefit of the community; and

e Ensure an integrated approach to considering the
location of housing, economic uses and community
facilities and services.

This document sets out information on the action plan for Year
2 of the Quality Matters initiative which is aimed at improving
adult social care.

It sets out 4 areas to make progress in the second year:
e Supporting collaborative commissioning;
e Collecting and using data;
o Strengthening the feedback culture in the sector; and
e Providing support for quality environment.

This mandate sets out the following priority objectives:
o Reform to cut waiting times;
e Reform to improve primary care access;
e Reform to improve urgent and emergency care;
o Reform to the operating model; and
e Reform to drive efficiency and productivity.
Funding expectations are also discussed.

The report brings together evidence about today’s older
population, with future trends and projections, to identify the
most critical implications for government policy and the socio-
economic resilience of the UK.

The original Sporting Future Strategy (2015) for sport and
physical activity concentrated on five key outcomes:

Physical wellbeing;

Mental wellbeing;

Individual development;

Social and community development; and
o Economic development.

The 2018 follow up report analysed data since the original
strategy implementation, to understand its success.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/816458/future-of-an-ageing-population.pdf
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justice. In England, the many people who are currently dying

prematurely each year as a result of health inequalities would
otherwise have enjoyed, in total, between 1.3 and 2.5 million

extra years of life.

Ensure a healthy standard of living for all; Create and develop
healthy and sustainable places and communities; and
Strengthen the role and impact of ill health prevention.

Reducing health inequalities is a matter of fairness and social

Source Document(s)

The framework sets out a high-level overview of public health
outcomes. It has two high-level outcomes as follows:

¢ Increase healthy life expectancy; and

¢ Reduce differences in life expectancy and healthy life
expectancy between communities.

It also has six policy objectives:
o Give every child the best start in life;

e Enable all children, young people and adults to
maximise their capabilities and have control over their
lives;

e Create fair employment and good work for all;
o Ensure healthy standard of living for all;

e Create and develop healthy and sustainable places and
communities; and

e Strengthen the role and impact of ill health prevention.

The framework also examines indicators to help us better
understand trends in public health. Since its inception, a
number of indicators have been added, removed or altered in
order to obtain the most effective data.

This strategy outlines priorities to improve health nationally. Ten
priorities were highlighted, and were split into four categories in
order to promote a healthier, fairer, safer, and stronger nation.

o Smoke-free society (healthier);

¢ Healthier diets, healthier weight (healthier);

o Creating cleaner air (healthier);

o Better mental health (healthier);

o Best start in life (fairer);

o Effective responses to major incidents (safer);

e Reduced risk from antimicrobial resistance (safer);
¢ Predictive prevention (stronger);

¢ Enhanced data and surveillance capabilities (stronger);
and

¢ New national science campus (stronger).

The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we found
it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that ambition.
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The Plan includes ten key targets, some of which interact with
human health.

¢ Helping people improve their health and wellbeing by
using green spaces;

¢ Encouraging children to be close to nature, in and out of
school;

e Greening our towns and cities; and
e Making 2019 a Year of Action for the environment.

It should also be noted that the 25YEP refers to the need to
protect and enhance green and blue spaces — both for
biodiversity and human health reasons.

Source Document(s)

A newly implemented framework to expand the green and blue
networks we have across the UK. The publication highlights the
principles of green infrastructure, standards required based on
quantity and quality, and a planning and design guide to help
users understand the best way to design green infrastructure.

The framework promotes the creation of connected,
multifunctional green spaces that contribute to environmental
sustainability, climate resilience, biodiversity, and public
wellbeing. It includes five core standards:

Green Infrastructure Strategy Standard;
Accessible Greenspace Standard;
Urban Nature Recovery Standard;
Urban Greening Factor Standard; and
Urban Tree Canopy Standard.

The framework also highlights the role of green infrastructure in
improving health outcomes, reducing flood risk, mitigating urban
heat, and enhancing quality of life. It encourages equitable
access to green space and supports local decision-making
through evidence-based planning.

Strategy aims that:

¢ In every residential area there are a variety of
supervised and unsupervised places for play, free of
charge;

e Local neighbourhoods are, and feel like, safe,
interesting places to play;

¢ Routes to children’s play space are safe and accessible
for all children and young people;

o Parks and open spaces are attractive and welcoming to
children and young people, and are well maintained and
well used;

¢ Children and young people have a clear stake in public
space and their play is accepted by their neighbours;

¢ Children and young people play in a way that respects
other people and property;
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https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
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e Children and young people and their families take an
active role in the development of local play spaces; and

o Play spaces are attractive, welcoming, engaging and
accessible for all local children and young people,
including disabled children, and children from minority
groups in the community.

Local

The vision of the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
(LCWIP) is to: ‘Increase people’s connectivity through cycling
and walking to employment, education and leisure, leading to
positive changes in modal shift, enabling people to lead safer,
healthier and more independent lives’.

If funding opportunities arise, LCWIP appraisals, audits and
business cases intend to be completed, when appropriate, to
justify investment in the following:

e Local cycle networks and walking zones in
Staffordshire’s smaller towns;

o Expansion and upgrade of the National Cycle Network;
o Upgrade of greenways and well-used leisure routes;
e Potential use of disused rail lines;

e Accessible canal towpaths in the vicinity of local
settlements and canal side attractions;

o Maximising the opportunity to enhance walking and
cycle provision at the interfaces with HS2; and

¢ Maximising the opportunity to create new walking and
cycling infrastructure associated with strategic
development sites.

The vision of the Strategic Transport Plan is “We will make
great progress for a Midlands economic ‘Engine for Growth’,
clean air, improved heath and quality of life for the people of the
West Midlands. We will do this by creating a transport system
befitting a sustainable, attractive and economically vibrant
conurbation in the world’s sixth largest economy.”.

Relevant objectives to support the achievement of this vision
include:

e To significantly increase the amount of active travel in
the West Midlands Metropolitan Area;

¢ To significantly reduce the number and severity of road
traffic casualties in the West Midlands Metropolitan
Area;

e To assist with the reduction of health inequalities in the
West Midlands Metropolitan Area.

The vision of the strategy is: ‘Creating communities and
environments that enable healthy choices and delivering high
quality support to keep people independent and well.” The
ambition of the strategy is to reduce inequality and increase
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https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-resources/Health-and-wellbeing-board/Health-and-wellbeing-strategy-2022-2027.aspx#OurVision
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-resources/Health-and-wellbeing-board/Health-and-wellbeing-strategy-2022-2027.aspx#OurVision
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healthy life expectancy. The following principles will be used to
achieve this:

o Prioritising prevention and early intervention;
e Engaging with communities to co-produce solutions;

¢ Recognising the importance of voluntary organisations
in improving health and wellbeing;

e Recognising diversity and responding to inequalities and
inequities;
¢ Commissioning and delivering high quality services that

provide excellent value for money for those who need
them most, tailored to people’s needs;

¢ Communicating clearly to make sure we are understood,
and that information is accessible to everyone;

¢ Being strengths-based, making the most of existing
community assets and insight;

¢ Having a good understanding of data, improving care
coordination, and designing proactive models of care;

e Ensuring that local people have access to the
information and support they need to remain
independent and stay well;

e Developing the wider health and care workforce; and
o Embracing digital solutions.

Staffordshire Health and Wellbeing Board has outlined a
number of priority areas where attention and actions should be
focused. These are:

e Health in early life
o Good mental health
o Healthy weight

e Healthy ageing

The Strategy will aim to achieve six outcomes:

e Everyone can look after their own mental well-being and
find support in their communities when they need it;

e People have access to services when needed;
e Atimely response to crises;

e There is equal access to support to improve mental well-
being and services to manage mental health problems;

o People with severe mental health problems are
supported to live in the community and have good
quality, integrated care; and

e More integrated, good quality services for young people
that focus on achieving independence in adulthood.

The six strategy outcomes will form the basis of an action plan
for this strategy. Delivery of the action plan will be monitored by
the Staffordshire Health and Wellbeing Board every year.
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The vision of the Strategy is: ‘We want Staffordshire to become
a place where people living with disabilities and
neurodivergences can do what matters to them; where they are
valued and treated as equals in all aspects of society; and
where they can live a healthier and better quality of life for
longer.’.

Five outcomes the Strategy aims to achieve have been
identified, all underpinned by key actions:

Staffordshire is more open and inclusive:

- Co-ordinating training and awareness raising for
‘all.’; and

- Expanding 'Celebrating Differences’ as a tool to
record, share and grow good practice.

Stronger partnerships are built around and include
disabled and neurodivergent people:

- Continuing to establish the Disability Partnership
Board and promoting inclusion and equality as a
core theme for local partnerships;

- The Council and Integrated Care Board (ICB)
working closer together to improve outcomes;

- Creating more safe spaces in Staffordshire; and

- Ensuring Supportive Communities and Family Hubs
link with disabled and neurodivergent people and
professionals.

Disabled and neurodivergent people are communicating
their needs and action is being taken:

- Expanding opportunities to give more people a voice
(self-advocacy), so they can communicate
confidently, be heard and influence action.

Disabled and neurodivergent people and their carers are
better informed and in control:

- Identifying people’s preferences and making
information, advice and guidance and signposting
information more accessible to them; and

- Making sure that existing information, advice and
guidance is comprehensive.

In carrying out their responsibilities for care and support,
the ICB and Council will consider the whole person’s
needs, aspirations and what they can do. It will not stop
them doing what they want to do:

- Reinforce a strengths-based approach across health
and care;

- Reduce health inequalities and improve access to
NHS services; and

- Ensure quality and value for money of dedicated
services.

Source Document(s)
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https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-for-providers/Business-support/Documents/Living-My-Best-Life-2.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-for-providers/Business-support/Documents/Living-My-Best-Life-2.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-for-providers/Business-support/Documents/Living-My-Best-Life-2.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-for-providers/Business-support/Documents/Living-My-Best-Life-2.pdf
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Staffordshire County Council have set four strategic objectives
for Health and Care in Staffordshire:

e Promote good health and independence, and encourage
and enable people to take personal responsibility for
maintaining their well-being;

e Ensure effective and efficient assessment of needs that
offers fair access to services;

¢ Maintain a market for care and support that offers
services at an affordable price; and

o Ensure best use of resources, people, data and
technology.

The Strategy identifies four priorities, underpinned by
objectives:

e Prevention- To support older people who don’t require
adult social care to live independently at home:

- People will have the right information and advice to
be able to maintain a healthy lifestyle and remain
independent for longer;

- Older people are able to stay connected to friends
and the local community; and

- People have the skills and technology to be able to
make use of digital information and advice and can
access information in traditional ways if they choose
to.

¢ Quality care- To ensure that when older people need
adult social care support, that there are good quality
services available:

- Improve the quality of care in Staffordshire.

e Living Independently- To support older people who
require adult social care to continue living at home for as
long as possible:

- Older people and their carers are able to access
support when they need it;

- People know how to access social care services
when they need them;

- Approaches to care recognise peoples’ strengths
and skills; and

- Promote innovation and the use of technology to
support people with care needs.

e Care Homes- To ensure that when older people need
adult social care support but can no longer stay at
home, that the right support is available:

- Enabling choice and control for people who have
care needs; and

- Older people are able to continue to stay connected
to friends and the local community, and participate in
activities within care homes and the wider
community.

Source Document(s)
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The aim of the Staffordshire Suicide Prevention Strategy is to

provide a multi-agency approach that enables all local partners
to work together to reduce the suicide rate, and to better
support those affected by suicide in Staffordshire.

The following objectives have been implemented as part of the
Strategy:

¢ To implement the local elements of the national suicide
prevention strategy;

e To promote a life course approach to suicide prevention,
better understanding the circumstances that might
prompt people to desperate measures and to recognise
the key risk groups for Staffordshire;

e To provide a shared and valid baseline for measuring
improvement in reducing suicide rates;

e To address the Staffordshire Children’s Board serious
case review recommendation regarding reducing suicide
and self-harm in adolescents;

e To work across partners and with stakeholders to better
understand effective interventions that will improve the
current provision of services; and

¢ To influence the commissioning intentions of local
commissioners to address any identified gaps or
shortfalls in services.

Source Document(s)

Our vision is for ‘Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent to be a place
where alcohol-related harm is minimised.’.

The following priorities have been identified as part of the
Strategy:

e Children and families will be protected from the impact
of alcohol;

e People will drink alcohol responsibly and safely;
o People will avoid using alcohol as a coping mechanism;

e Services and communities will work together to build
resilience and address alcohol-related harm;

o People will enjoy safe and vibrant nighttime economies;
and

¢ Individuals with alcohol problems can recover and live
fulfilling lives.

The Tamworth Wellbeing Partnership is the task group of the
Tamworth Strategic Partnership (TSP) and assist and advise
the TSP in relation to health and wellbeing issues across the
Borough. The partnership will adopt a comprehensive and
integrated approach to the development and delivery wellbeing
priorities in Tamworth Borough. The approach of the
partnership should contribute towards the wider health and
wellbeing of all residents of Tamworth including:

e Supporting a joined-up approach to health and wellbeing
by incorporating ‘health in all’ in everything we do; and
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https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s78719/Appendix%20A%20for%20Suicide%20Prevention%20Strategy.pdf
https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s78719/Appendix%20A%20for%20Suicide%20Prevention%20Strategy.pdf
https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s78719/Appendix%20A%20for%20Suicide%20Prevention%20Strategy.pdf
https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=197418
https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=197418
https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=197418
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s39047/Appendix%202%20Health%20and%20Wellbeing%20ToR.pdf#:~:text=To%20develop%2C%20monitor%20and%20review%20a%20local%20Community,and%20make%20recommendations%20to%20the%20TSP%20as%20appropriate.
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s39047/Appendix%202%20Health%20and%20Wellbeing%20ToR.pdf#:~:text=To%20develop%2C%20monitor%20and%20review%20a%20local%20Community,and%20make%20recommendations%20to%20the%20TSP%20as%20appropriate.
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e Supporting the independence of vulnerable people
especially older people, children and families.

Aims of the Partnership include:

e To encourage people to be engaged in developing
strong communities that promote health and wellbeing;

o To ensure that ‘health in all’ is fully integrated in the
partnership approach and key development initiatives;

e The partnership will lead and co-ordinate the
development and delivery of projects and initiatives that
contribute to improving the quality of life and the
achievement of better outcomes for local people; and

e To adopt a multi-agency partnership approach to
delivery and lead agency for each initiative.

The purpose of this study wass to produce a strategic Tamworth Borough
framework, audit, assessment and needs analysis of indoor and | Council Joint Indoor and
outdoor sport and recreation facilities for Tamworth Borough to: | Outdoor Sports Strategy,

¢ Inform the Community Leisure Strategy; 2009
e Guide investment decisions;

¢ Provide an evidence base for the Local Development
Framework (LDF), including recommendations on the
development of local planning standards and policy; and

¢ Inform the Building Schools for the Future programme in
Tamworth Borough.

The vision of the Plan is to ‘Build a Better Tamworth’. Five
priorities, under pinned by key actions, have been identified to
help achieve this vision.

e Prosperity and place- Growth in the local economy by
creating jobs and a Tamworth we are all proud of,
ensuring financial stability for all:

- Work with businesses to help them grow and create
jobs;

- ldentify and address skills shortages;

- Make the town centre more vibrant and accessible;

- Regenerate and create spaces for people to use and
enjoy; and

- Promote tourism and nightlife by using our culture
and heritage sites.

e Environment- Achieve net-zero carbon emissions,
protect the environment and enhance local biodiversity:

- Keep Tamworth’s local areas clean;

- Tackle fly tipping, littering and environmental
offences;

- Cut down on using carbon in our operations;

- Collaborate with partners to protect the environment;
and

- Provide eco-friendly housing options.
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¢ Community wellbeing- Residents live safe, healthy and
happy lives in communities that are cohesive, where
diversity is celebrated:

- Work with our partners to support children and
vulnerable individuals' wellbeing;

- Ensure our active health and wellbeing offer
supports the improvement in residents physical and
mental health;

- Improve our offer to provide suitable homes and
make good quality, eco-friendly and affordable
housing available;

- Work with our partners to reduce homelessness and
rough sleeping; and

- Work with our partners to reduce crime and help our
residents feel safe.

¢ Council- Being a caring, accessible and effective council
that is financially resilient:

- Being visible, accessible, approachable and
accountable to the community;

- Learn and work with communities to provide broader
social benefits; and

- Maintain balanced budgets in our financial
strategies.

Source Document(s)

Table 4: Housing

Message/lssue

National

Source Document(s)

(Para 61) To support the Government’s objective of significantly
boosting the supply of homes, it is important that a sufficient
amount and variety of land can come forward where it is
needed, that the needs of groups with specific housing
requirements are addressed and that land with permission is
developed without unnecessary delay. The overall aim should
be to meet an area’s identified housing need, including with an
appropriate mix of housing types for the local community.

(Para 62) To determine the minimum number of homes needed,
strategic policies should be informed by a local housing need
assessment, conducted using the standard method in national
planning practice guidance. In addition to the local housing
need figure, any needs that cannot be met within neighbouring
areas should also be taken into account in establishing the
amount of housing to be planned for.

Within this overall requirement, strategic policies should also
set out a housing requirement for designated neighbourhood
areas which reflects the overall strategy for the pattern and
scale of development and any relevant allocations.

(Para 63) Within this context of establishing need, the size, type
and tenure of housing needed for different groups in the
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community should be assessed and reflected in planning
policies. These groups should include (but are not limited to):

e Those who require affordable housing (including Social
Rent);

e Families with children;
e Looked after children;

e Older people (including those who require retirement
housing, housing with-care and care homes);

e Students;

o People with disabilities;

e Service families;

e Travellers;

e People who rent their homes; and

e People wishing to commission or build their own
homes.

(Para 73) Small and medium sized sites can make an important
contribution to meeting the housing requirement of an area, are
essential for Small and Medium Enterprise housebuilders to
deliver new homes, and are often built-out relatively quickly.

(Para 64) Where a need for affordable housing is identified,
planning policies should specify the type of affordable housing
required (including the minimum proportion of Social Rent
homes required), and expect it to be met on-site unless:

o Off-site provision or an appropriate financial contribution
in lieu can be robustly justified; and

e The agreed approach contributes to the objective of
creating mixed and balanced communities.

(Para 65) Provision of affordable housing should not be sought
for residential developments that are not major developments,
other than in designated rural areas (where policies may set out
a lower threshold of 5 units or fewer). To support the re-use of
brownfield land, where vacant buildings are being reused or
redeveloped, any affordable housing contribution due should be
reduced by a proportionate amount.

(Para 79)To maintain the supply of housing, local planning
authorities should monitor progress in building out sites which
have permission. Local planning authorities should identify and
update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient
to provide a minimum of five years’ worth of housing against
their housing requirement set out in adopted strategic policies,
or against their local housing need where the strategic policies
are more than five years old.

Source Document(s)

The Plan’s aim is: We will support the creation of vibrant and
successful places that people can be proud of, working with
local leaders and other partners to deliver housing-led, mixed-
use regeneration with a brownfield first approach

The Plan is aiming to deliver four objectives:
e More land reused and made available for regeneration;
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Key enabling infrastructure in place to unlock
development;

o Local places effectively supported to deliver on their
regeneration ambitions; and

¢ Mixed-use places that create value and benefit local
communities.

The Act places legal duty on English councils so that everyone
who is homeless or at risk of homelessness will have access to
meaningful help, irrespective of their priority need status, as
long as they are eligible for assistance.

Local

The vision of the Strategic Transport Plan is “We will make
great progress for a Midlands economic ‘Engine for Growth’,
clean air, improved heath and quality of life for the people of the
West Midlands. We will do this by creating a transport system
befitting a sustainable, attractive and economically vibrant
conurbation in the world’s sixth largest economy.”.

Relevant objectives to support the achievement of this vision
include:

¢ To help meet future housing needs, by supporting new
housing development in locations deemed appropriate
by local planning authorities, following their
consideration of sustainable development criteria.

The aim of the Strategy is ‘By 2029 we aim for all adults who
require it to have a choice of good quality Housing with Care,
and for there to be an improved transition pathway for young
people with Housing with Care needs. This strategy sets out
how the local authorities will work with existing and new
partners to ensure the quality of existing schemes and to
develop new Housing with Care schemes where required.’.

The objectives of the Strategy are:

e To have a sufficient supply of Housing with Care for
adults in Staffordshire; and

e To provide for easy and equitable access to Housing
with Care.

Four priorities have been identified as part of the Strategy:

o To develop and maintain a strong partnership to ensure
a collective understanding of housing with care
requirements and oversee developments;

e To stimulate the development of housing with care to
meet growth in demand;

e To ensure good quality and consistent information and
advice about housing with care as well as integrated
and streamlined pathways for access; and

o To ensure good quality care and support in housing with
care schemes.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/13/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/13/contents
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
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https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-for-providers/Documents/SR7601-Staffordshire-Housing-with-Care-Strategy.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Advice-support-and-care-for-adults/Information-for-providers/Documents/SR7601-Staffordshire-Housing-with-Care-Strategy.pdf
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The purpose of this report is to provide the Council with a
robust and up-to-date evidence base that enables an
understanding of the Borough’s current and future housing
needs through to the end of the new Local Plan period (2043).
Under the new Standard Method approach, Tamworth Borough
will need a baseline annual growth of 445 dwellings.

Source Document(s)

There are four main priorities of the Strategy, underpinned by
key actions:

¢ Enable the provision of sufficient new homes to meet the
needs of the existing population and those attracted to
the area for work; ensure a range of provision to reflect
both need and aspiration

Deliver average of 177 new homes per year in the
Borough, in line with the Local Plan; at least 40 of
these to be affordable

Ensure a range of provision to reflect both need and
aspiration

Ensure housing plays a key role in the regeneration
of Tamworth town centre

Maximise the delivery of affordable housing through
all available funding options.

o Make best use of existing housing and related assets

Improve conditions in the private sector

Deliver the landlord business plan and asset
management strategy

Ensure best use of stock in the social rented sector;
increase options for older and younger people

Continue to tackle empty homes; consider options
for creating homes in other empty or under-utilised
spaces

e Ensure housing plays a key role in delivering
Tamworth’s response to climate change

Ensure all new homes emphasise energy efficiency
and the use of new renewable energy

Work with homeowners and private sector landlords
to encourage retrofitting to reduce carbon emissions
and promote use of renewable energies.

¢ Ensure that everyone who lives or works in Tamworth
has access to appropriate housing that promotes their
well-being

Provide appropriate information on housing options
and choices

Reduce homelessness, its causes and
consequences

Increase tenancy sustainment rates, particularly in
the private rented sector
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/housing-strategy.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/housing-strategy.pdf
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Focus targeted intervention on areas with the
highest levels of deprivation

Source Document(s)

The four main aims of the Strategy are:

¢ Halve rough sleeping by 2022 (and end rough sleeping
by 2027);

o Prevent homelessness by meeting affordable housing
and social needs;

e Promote independence; and

e Create and maintain sustainable communities so as to
make Tamworth.

The five priorities of the Strategy are:

e Prevention and early intervention through working with
partners and stakeholders;

e Develop rapid pathways for rough sleepers;

o Improve the supply of and access to affordable and
supported housing;

o Offer a high quality and innovative service to homeless
households and those threatened with homelessness;
and

e Improve health and well-being aspirations.

Table 5: Transport and Accessibility

Message/lssue

National

Source Document(s)

Following the UK’s departure from the European Union, the
National Infrastructure Strategy (2020) provides a domestic
framework for long-term infrastructure planning and investment.
It outlines the government’s approach to improving transport,
digital, energy, and utility networks, with objectives that include
supporting economic growth, addressing regional disparities,
and meeting statutory climate targets. The strategy is informed
by the National Infrastructure Commission’s 2018 assessment
and integrates both long-term infrastructure goals and short-
term economic recovery measures. It includes provisions to
support private investment, improve project delivery processes,
and incorporate technological developments across
infrastructure sectors.

e Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy for
the pattern, scale and design quality of places, and
make sufficient provision for infrastructure for transport

¢ Planning policies should provide for attractive and well-
designed walking and cycling networks with supporting
facilities such as secure cycle parking (drawing on Local
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans)
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https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/Homelessness-Prevention-and-Rough-Sleeping-Strategy2020.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/Homelessness-Prevention-and-Rough-Sleeping-Strategy2020.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/Homelessness-Prevention-and-Rough-Sleeping-Strategy2020.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/Homelessness-Prevention-and-Rough-Sleeping-Strategy2020.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/Homelessness-Prevention-and-Rough-Sleeping-Strategy2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5fbf7591e90e077ee2eadc44/NIS_Report_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5fbf7591e90e077ee2eadc44/NIS_Report_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
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Transport issues should be considered from the earliest
stages of plan-making and development proposals,
using a vision-led approach to identify transport
solutions that deliver well-designed, sustainable and
popular places.

o Actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest
possible use of public transport, walking and cycling and
focus significant development in locations which are or
can be made sustainable;

e Create places that are safe, secure and attractive —
which minimise the scope for conflicts between
pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles and avoid
unnecessary street clutter;

¢ Incorporate facilities for charging plug-in and other ultra-
low emission vehicles;

e Consider the needs of people with disabilities and
people with reduced motility by all modes of transport;
and

e Local planning authorities should support the expansion
of electronic communications networks, including next
generation mobile technology (such as 5G) and full fibre
broadband connections.

Sets out the government’s long-term plan to ensure that the
government can deliver the investment required to meet the
UK’s infrastructure needs to 2020 and beyond.

Objectives of the plan in respect of infrastructure delivery are as
follows:

e Meet current demand through the renewal of existing
infrastructure;

e Meet future demand,
o Grow a global economy; and
e Address climate change and energy security.

A long-term strategy for buses in England, outside London. The
new National Bus Strategy and the national Government expect
local authorities like Derbyshire County Council to form
enhanced partnership arrangements with local bus companies
to improve bus services . In lower-density rural areas not
served or barely served by conventional buses, the
Government supports new forms of provision, such as demand
responsive travel in smaller vehicles.

This Strategy sets out how the government will build on recent
transport progress and how they intend to respond realistically
and pragmatically to today’s challenges.

They aim to create a more reliable, less congested, and better
connected transport network that works for the users who rely
on it. Through investment they aim to achieve:

¢ A network that is reliable, well-managed, and safe;
e Journeys that are smooth, fast, and comfortable; and
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/520086/2904569_nidp_deliveryplan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/520086/2904569_nidp_deliveryplan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf#:~:text=Last%20year%2C%20we%20announced%20%C2%A33bn%20of%20new%20funding,so%20often%20that%20you%20don%E2%80%99t%20need%20a%20timetable.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf#:~:text=Last%20year%2C%20we%20announced%20%C2%A33bn%20of%20new%20funding,so%20often%20that%20you%20don%E2%80%99t%20need%20a%20timetable.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf#:~:text=Last%20year%2C%20we%20announced%20%C2%A33bn%20of%20new%20funding,so%20often%20that%20you%20don%E2%80%99t%20need%20a%20timetable.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf#:~:text=Last%20year%2C%20we%20announced%20%C2%A33bn%20of%20new%20funding,so%20often%20that%20you%20don%E2%80%99t%20need%20a%20timetable.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f623c67e90e072bbae22c29/Transport_investment_strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f623c67e90e072bbae22c29/Transport_investment_strategy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f623c67e90e072bbae22c29/Transport_investment_strategy.pdf
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e The right connections in the right places.

This guidance outlines a range of actions that can be taken in
relation to six key areas:

e Corporate plans, policies and performance;

o Business and industry;

e Natural capital;

e Infrastructure;

e Land use planning and the built environment; and
e Public health social care and community resilience.

The approaches set out in this guide have been designed to
support the policy outlined in the NPPF and the NPPG and in
relevant law including the 2008 Climate Change Act.

It recommends that local authorities and local communities
assess their area for opportunities to reduce the need to travel
particularly by car, and to increase the share of trips made by
sustainable travel, taking into account the need to maintain the
sustainability of rural areas.

This 2023 publication replaces the original 2018 publication.

This Strategy outlines the government’s ambition to make
cycling and walking a natural choice for shorter journeys, or as
part of longer journeys by 2040. Strategy sets out objectives
from 2021-2025. Key aim that by 2030, 50% of all urban
journeys should be walking or cycled. Government has pledged
£200 million for new active travel schemes across England.
This is the second instalment of the strategy, since its inception
in 2017.

The key issues, which should be considered in developing a
transport evidence base, include the need to:

o Assess the existing situation and likely generation of
trips over time by all modes and the impact on the
locality in economic, social and environmental terms;

e Assess the opportunities to support a pattern of
development that, where reasonable to do so, facilitates
the use of sustainable modes of transport;

o Highlight and promote opportunities to reduce the need
for travel where appropriate;

¢ Identify opportunities to prioritise the use of alternative
modes in both existing and new development locations if
appropriate;

e Consider the cumulative impacts of existing and
proposed development on transport networks;

e Assess the quality and capacity of transport
infrastructure and its ability to meet forecast demands;
and

¢ Identify the short, medium and long-term transport
proposals across all modes.
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https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/TCPA-RTPI-Climate-Guide-4th-edition-1.pdf
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/TCPA-RTPI-Climate-Guide-4th-edition-1.pdf
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/TCPA-RTPI-Climate-Guide-4th-edition-1.pdf
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/TCPA-RTPI-Climate-Guide-4th-edition-1.pdf
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/TCPA-RTPI-Climate-Guide-4th-edition-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy-cwis2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy-cwis2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy-cwis2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy/the-second-cycling-and-walking-investment-strategy-cwis2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-evidence-bases-in-plan-making-and-decision-taking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-evidence-bases-in-plan-making-and-decision-taking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-evidence-bases-in-plan-making-and-decision-taking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-evidence-bases-in-plan-making-and-decision-taking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/transport-evidence-bases-in-plan-making-and-decision-taking
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The outcome could include assessing where alternative
allocations or mitigation measures would improve the
sustainability, viability and deliverability of proposed land
allocations (including individual sites) provided these are
compliant with national policy as a whole.

Source Document(s)

This local transport White Paper sets out the government’s
vision for a sustainable local transport system that supports the
economy and reduces carbon emissions. It explains how the
Government is placing localism at the heart of the transport
agenda, taking measures to empower local authorities when it
comes to tackling these issues in their areas. The White Paper
also underlines central Government’s direct support to local
authorities, including through the Local Sustainable Transport
Fund.

This plan sets out the government’s commitments and the
actions needed to decarbonise the entire transport system in
the UK.

Local

The vision of the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
(LCWIP) is to: ‘Increase people’s connectivity through cycling
and walking to employment, education and leisure, leading to
positive changes in modal shift, enabling people to lead safer,
healthier and more independent lives’.

If funding opportunities arise, LCWIP appraisals, audits and
business cases intend to be completed, when appropriate, to
justify investment in the following:

e Local cycle networks and walking zones in
Staffordshire’s smaller towns;

e Expansion and upgrade of the National Cycle Network;
e Upgrade of greenways and well-used leisure routes;
e Potential use of disused rail lines;

e Accessible canal towpaths in the vicinity of local
settlements and canal side attractions;

e Maximising the opportunity to enhance walking and
cycle provision at the interfaces with HS2; and

¢ Maximising the opportunity to create new walking and
cycling infrastructure associated with strategic
development sites.

The vision of the Strategy is: ‘A well-connected, modern, safe,
affordable, reliable, attractive and low carbon rail network that
allows businesses, people and goods to connect efficiently and
effectively with each other, whilst playing a central role in
supporting the economic growth of Staffordshire.’.

The Strategy is categorised into four objectives:
e Freight Objectives
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3890/making-sustainable-local-transport-happen-whitepaper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3890/making-sustainable-local-transport-happen-whitepaper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3890/making-sustainable-local-transport-happen-whitepaper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3890/making-sustainable-local-transport-happen-whitepaper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3890/making-sustainable-local-transport-happen-whitepaper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/3890/making-sustainable-local-transport-happen-whitepaper.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/LCWIP-Final-Report-October-2021.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/Rail-strategy/Documents/Rail-Strategy.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Documents/Rail-strategy/Documents/Rail-Strategy.pdf
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Maximise the opportunities associated with HS2 &
released capacity

Continue to provide reliable, efficient, and free
access for freight operators

Provide appropriate facilities for the handling of
freight

Collaborate with the freight & neighbouring
authorities

Passenger Rail Services Objectives

Protect and enhance existing local rail services
Maintain or improve service frequencies
Maintain or improve service reliability

Provide appropriate service levels to meet future
capacity needs

Provide good access to key locations such as town
centres, education & employment sites

Provide a high-quality passenger experience with
improved stations and rolling stock

Provide cost-effective services to key locations
including Birmingham, Manchester, and London

Collaborate with partners & neighbouring authorities

HS2 Objectives

Protect and enhance local connectivity to HS2

Realise the economic benefits of HS2 to
Staffordshire

Ensure HS2 delivers benefits to the wider rail
network

Seek improvements to services as a result of
released capacity

Maijor Infrastructure Requirements Objectives

Improve accessibility and connectivity to and from
rail stations

Develop appropriate parking at stations

Provide high quality cycle and walking access to
stations

Improve station facilities to support economic growth
Seek enhancements to the existing rail infrastructure

Collaborate with partners to deliver new rail
infrastructure

Source Document(s)

The aim of the Strategy is to minimise the adverse impacts of
freight activity across Staffordshire while maximising its
economic benefits. The Strategy has been developed for the
following reasons:

Community and environmental management;
Freight routing controls;
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https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Local-transport-plan/Documents/Staffordshire-Freight-Strategy-June-2019-final-version.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Local-transport-plan/Documents/Staffordshire-Freight-Strategy-June-2019-final-version.pdf
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e Safey, parking and driver awareness;

¢ Rail freight growth and modal shift; and
e Strategic collaboration and regulation.

Source Document(s)

The Public EV Charging Strategy outlines a methodology to
help district and borough councils meet the anticipated growth
in demand. This is based on current data, predictions, and the
impact of upcoming policies. Through coordinating development
of the charging infrastructure networks across the county; SCC
can support the local authorities in the creation of a sustainable
charging network for the benefit of residents and visitors to the
county; all of which will produce positive steps towards reaching
net zero.

The vision of the Strategic Transport Plan is “We will make
great progress for a Midlands economic ‘Engine for Growth’,
clean air, improved heath and quality of life for the people of the
West Midlands. We will do this by creating a transport system
befitting a sustainable, attractive and economically vibrant
conurbation in the world’s sixth largest economy.”. Nine
objectives have been set to support the achievement of this
vision:
o To support growth in wealth creation (GVA) and
employment (jobs) in the West Midlands Metropolitan
Area, as a prized national economic asset;

o To support improved levels of economic well-being for
people with low incomes in the West Midlands
Metropolitan Area to help make it a successful,
inclusive, European city region economy;

e To help meet future housing needs, by supporting new
housing development in locations deemed appropriate
by local planning authorities, following their
consideration of sustainable development criteria;

e To significantly improve the quality of the local
environment in the West Midlands Metropolitan Area;

e To help tackle climate change by ensuring large
decreases in greenhouse gas emissions from the West
Midlands Metropolitan Area;

¢ To significantly increase the amount of active travel in
the West Midlands Metropolitan Area;

e To significantly reduce the number and severity of road
traffic casualties in the West Midlands Metropolitan
Area;

e To assist with the reduction of health inequalities in the
West Midlands Metropolitan Area; and

e To improve the well-being of socially excluded people.

The Bus Service Improvement Plans (BSIPs) vision is that by
2050, Staffordshire will have: ‘A sustainable bus network and
more people choosing to travel by bus as their preferred form of
transport’.
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https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Sustainable-travel/Electric-vehicles/02-SCC-Public-EV-Charging-Strategy-V3-3.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Sustainable-travel/Electric-vehicles/02-SCC-Public-EV-Charging-Strategy-V3-3.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Sustainable-travel/Electric-vehicles/02-SCC-Public-EV-Charging-Strategy-V3-3.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Sustainable-travel/Electric-vehicles/02-SCC-Public-EV-Charging-Strategy-V3-3.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Sustainable-travel/Electric-vehicles/02-SCC-Public-EV-Charging-Strategy-V3-3.pdf
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
https://www.tfwm.org.uk/media/3ukj3yw0/movement-for-growth.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Buses/Documents/BSIP/BSIP-Final-Updated.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Buses/Documents/BSIP/BSIP-Final-Updated.pdf
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Buses/Documents/BSIP/BSIP-Final-Updated.pdf
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Buses take people where they want to go, at a time that
is right for them;

Bus journeys are expeditious and run on-time;

Bus fares are simple to understand and cheaper than
car travel;

Ticketing is seamless between bus services and
integrated across transport modes;

Bus passengers have a strong voice and influence
regarding how the bus network runs;

Bus infrastructure is accessible, safe and well-
maintained;

Bus information is widely available, in various formats,
and accessible to all users; and

Buses are accessible, zero emission, with high-quality
on-board environments.

Source Document(s)

The Strategy contains eight strategic objectives, underpinned
by desired outcomes:

To support the recovery from Covid-19:

- Recovery of passenger volumes to pre-pandemic
levels as soon as possible.

To contribute to net zero:

- Modal shift from road to rail and a rolling programme
of electrification.

To deliver Midlands Rail Hub:

- Our key transport project that delivers improved
connectivity across the region.

To maximise the benefits of HS2 to the West Midlands:

- Improving access to HS2 from across the region and
improving HS2 service offer.

To develop high growth corridors whilst reducing social
deprivation and levelling up:

- A train service on each corridor that matches
demand whilst also providing access to jobs and
education.

To maximise access to the rail network:

- A network that is easy to use for all people,
inclusively.

To support the movement of good by rail:

- A network that has the capacity and flexibility to
carry more freight.

To consider radical change in the long term:

- A plan that can be developed with industry support
for the network needed in the 2050s.
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https://wmre.org.uk/media/aryjxnga/wmre-investment-strategy-and-summary-final.pdf
https://wmre.org.uk/media/aryjxnga/wmre-investment-strategy-and-summary-final.pdf
https://wmre.org.uk/media/aryjxnga/wmre-investment-strategy-and-summary-final.pdf
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The vision of the Cycling Charter is to “realise the full potential
of cycling’s contribution to the health and wealth of the West
Midlands — creating more sustainable suburbs, towns and cities
that are healthier, safer and more desirable places to live, work
and learn.”. The Charter contains three strategic priorities,
underpinned by key actions:

e Leadership and Profile- Effective and high profile
leadership on cycling has acted as a catalyst for change
in places such as London and Bristol, and will be the
key to delivering an increase in cycling across the West
Midlands:

- A high-profile local cycling champion;
- Committed leadership and political will; and
- Leadership at all levels.

e Cycling Network- We need significant changes in the
planning, design and maintenance of the West Midlands
transport network if we are to increase cycling levels:

- A high quality and coherent cycle network across the
West Midlands for commuting and local trips that
meets the needs of all levels of cyclists;

- The needs of all road users, including cyclists, are
considered from the outset;

- Through the Planning Process, we will ensure
developers cater for the needs of cyclists;

- Cycling will be better integrated with public transport;
and

- The promotion and encouragement of an extension
of 20mph speed zones where appropriate in urban
areas.

e Promoting and encouraging cycling- The co-ordinated,
effective and efficient delivery of cycle training, safety
and marketing will play a significant role in increasing
cycling across the West Midlands:

- Affordable (and free where possible) cycle training
available to all adults and children;

- Safely sharing our roads; and

- An integrated marketing approach to increasing
cycling across the region.

Source Document(s)

The Strategy shall provides an evaluation of the state of the
market in relation to existing chargepoint provision in Tamworth
and with a more localised view of propensity for EV demand,
points of interest and network capacity in the borough. Other
areas included in the scope including Open Charge Point
Protocol (OCPP) considerations, commercial models, the
vision, accessibility, funding, and recommendations are also
addressed.

The EV Strategy for Tamworth is aligned to the Staffordshire
EV Strategy, but the local context will help inform the key
recommendations bespoke to Tamworth. This will allow for

Tamworth Borough
Council Electric Vehicle
Strategy, 2024
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early mitigation of pain-points and satisfaction of current needs.
As a result, this approach will guide the creation of a
comprehensive EV Strategy for TBC.

Table 6: Air, Noise and Light Pollution

Message/lssue Source Document(s)

International

The revised protocol specifies emission reduction commitments
in terms of percentage reductions from base 2005 to 2020. The
EU member states aim to jointly cut their emissions of sulphur
dioxide by 59%, nitrogen oxides by 42%, ammonia by 6%,
volatile organic compounds by 28% and particles by 22%.

Action will be needed at international, EU, national, regional
and local levels to make sure air quality and climate change
policies are integrated to maximise the co-benefits of tackling
both air pollution and climate change.

Defines the policy framework for 12 air pollutants known to
have a harmful effect on human health and the environment.
The limit values for the specific pollutants are set through a
series of Daughter Directives. The 2008 Ambient Air Quality
Directive sets legally binding limits for concentrations in outdoor
air of major pollutants that affect public health.

For average noise exposure, specific sound pressure levels are
recommended in the day:

e < 53 dB Lden for road traffic noise;
e < 54 dB Lden for railway noise; and
e 45 dB Lden for aircraft noise.
At night, the following sound pressures are recommended:
e <45 dB Lnight for road traffic noise;
e <44 dB Lnight for railway noise; and
e <40 dB Lnight for aircraft noise.

Mitigation interventions to potentially reduce noise level or
exposure to population are also highlighted.

Aims to avoid, prevent, or reduce the harmful effects of
exposure to environmental noise. Each Member State should
determine exposure to environmental noise through noise
mapping and adopt action plans.

National

The Clean Air Strategy shows how the UK aims to tackle all
sources of air pollution, making the air healthier to breathe,
protecting nature and boosting the economy.
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https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2016/AIR/Publications/Post-card-for_Air_Convention.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2016/AIR/Publications/Post-card-for_Air_Convention.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2016/AIR/Publications/Post-card-for_Air_Convention.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2016/AIR/Publications/Post-card-for_Air_Convention.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2016/AIR/Publications/Post-card-for_Air_Convention.pdf
https://unece.org/DAM/env/documents/2016/AIR/Publications/Post-card-for_Air_Convention.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74b4a440f0b619c8659c29/pb13378-air-pollution.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74b4a440f0b619c8659c29/pb13378-air-pollution.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74b4a440f0b619c8659c29/pb13378-air-pollution.pdf
https://wayback.archive-it.org/12090/20151026031810/http:/ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/air/pdf/staff_working_paper.pdf#:~:text=The%20more%20general%20provisions%20of%20the%20framework%20directive,be%20considered%20in%20parallel%20with%20the%20framework%20directive.
https://wayback.archive-it.org/12090/20151026031810/http:/ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/air/pdf/staff_working_paper.pdf#:~:text=The%20more%20general%20provisions%20of%20the%20framework%20directive,be%20considered%20in%20parallel%20with%20the%20framework%20directive.
https://wayback.archive-it.org/12090/20151026031810/http:/ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/air/pdf/staff_working_paper.pdf#:~:text=The%20more%20general%20provisions%20of%20the%20framework%20directive,be%20considered%20in%20parallel%20with%20the%20framework%20directive.
https://wayback.archive-it.org/12090/20151026031810/http:/ec.europa.eu/environment/archives/air/pdf/staff_working_paper.pdf#:~:text=The%20more%20general%20provisions%20of%20the%20framework%20directive,be%20considered%20in%20parallel%20with%20the%20framework%20directive.
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2008/50/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/eudr/2008/50/contents
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/who-compendium-on-health-and-environment/who_compendium_noise_01042022.pdf?sfvrsn=bc371498_3
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/noise/environmental-noise-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/noise/environmental-noise-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/noise/environmental-noise-directive_en
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770715/clean-air-strategy-2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770715/clean-air-strategy-2019.pdf
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has consulted on and shows how the devolved administrations
intend to make their share of emissions reductions.

The UK has set stringent targets to cut emissions by 2020 and
2030. Actions have also been set out to meet interim targets
such as halving the number of people living in locations above
the PM.s WHO guideline level of 10 pg/m?3.

It sets out a wide range of actions on which the UK government

Source Document(s)

Clean growth means growing our national income while cutting
greenhouse gas emissions.

Action to deliver clean growth can have wider benefits for
example, the co-benefit of cutting transport emissions is cleaner
air which has an important effect on public health the economy
and the environment. To reduce carbon emissions some
proposed policy measures are supporting improvements to the
energy efficiency of buildings, the shift to low carbon transport,
and infrastructure for low carbon heating (e.g. district heating
networks).

The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we
found it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that
ambition.

The Plan includes ten key targets of which one focuses on the
delivery of clean air.

Clean air:

e Meeting legally binding targets to reduce emissions of
five damaging air pollutants. This should halve the
effects of air pollution on health by 2030;

e Ending the sale of new conventional petrol and diesel
cars and vans by 2040; and

e Maintaining the continuous improvement in industrial
emissions by building on existing good practice and the
successful regulatory framework.

(Para 199) Planning policies and decisions should sustain and
contribute towards compliance with relevant limit values or
national objectives for pollutants, taking into account the
presence of Air Quality Management Areas and Clean Air
Zones, and the cumulative impacts from individual sites in local
areas.

By encouraging good design, planning policies and decisions
should limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on
local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature
conservation.

This guidance outlines a range of actions that can be taken in
relation to six key areas:

e Corporate plans, policies and performance;
e Business and industry;
e Natural capital;
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/700496/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/700496/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/700496/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/700496/clean-growth-strategy-correction-april-2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
https://adeptnet.org.uk/system/files/documents/Good%20Practice%20Guide%20ADEPT%202019f.pdf
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e Infrastructure;
e Land use planning and the built environment; and
e Public health social care and community resilience.

This guidance sets out that when making plans, or taking
decisions about new development, there may be opportunities
to make improvements to the acoustic environment.

Plans may include specific standards to apply to various forms
of proposed development and locations in their area.

This guidance sets out how artificial lighting needs to be
considered when a development may increase levels of lighting
as well as other light pollution considerations planning needs to
address.

Through the effective management and control of
environmental, neighbour and neighbourhood noise within the
context of Government policy on sustainable development:

¢ Avoid significant adverse impacts on health and quality
of life;

e Mitigate and minimise adverse impacts on health and
quality of life; and

o Where possible, contribute to the improvement of health
and quality of life.

The report makes nine recommendations including: preserving
dark skies by having a presumption against new lighting in
existing dark areas; allocating lighting zones to help determine
where streetlights should and should not go; and preventing
inappropriate and badly designed lighting of development that
masks views of the night sky. The report recommends that all
local authorities should have a policy to control light pollution in
their Local Plan, in line with the National Planning Policy
Framework and the associated National Planning Practice
Guidance on light pollution. This should include identifying
existing dark areas that need protecting.

The overarching 25 year goal is to ‘achieve clean air’; this is to
be achieved with the following targets:

o Alegal target to reduce population exposure to PM. s by
22% by 2028, and 35% in 2050 (compared to 2018);

e Compliance with a 40ug/m? limit for nitrogen dioxide;

e Alegal target to require a maximum annual mean
concentration of 12 (ug/m?®) by 2028 and 10 (ug/m?) of
PM2s by 2040; and

e Legal emission reduction targets of 73% nitrogen
oxides, 88% sulphur dioxide, 46% PM;s, 16% ammonia,
and 39% non-methane volatile organic compounds by
2030 (compared to 2005).

A strategic framework for local authorities regarding the power
and responsibility they have in regards to air quality mitigation.
It sets out actions for local authorities including:

42


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/light-pollution
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69533/pb13750-noise-policy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69533/pb13750-noise-policy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69533/pb13750-noise-policy.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Shedding_light_-_a_survey_of_local_authority_approaches_to_lighting_in_England.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Shedding_light_-_a_survey_of_local_authority_approaches_to_lighting_in_England.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Shedding_light_-_a_survey_of_local_authority_approaches_to_lighting_in_England.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Shedding_light_-_a_survey_of_local_authority_approaches_to_lighting_in_England.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Shedding_light_-_a_survey_of_local_authority_approaches_to_lighting_in_England.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Shedding_light_-_a_survey_of_local_authority_approaches_to_lighting_in_England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england/air-quality-strategy-framework-for-local-authority-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england/air-quality-strategy-framework-for-local-authority-delivery
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Assessing the monetised benefits of air quality
interventions;

e Exercising their functions in a way that conserves and
enhances biodiversity;

e Reporting on air quality status annually, and making this
data publicly accessible;

e Creating and implementing an air quality action plan;
and

e Supporting national targets to reduce PM2.5 levels
- Annual mean concentration of 10 ug/m3 or below

- Areduction in average population exposure by 35%
by 2040 (compared to a 2018 baseline).

Source Document(s)

Local

The Air Quality Framework, and subsequent Framework
Implementation Plan, are applicable to the seven constituent
local authorities and 11 non-constituent local authorities which
make up the WMCA region. Priorities for the framework from
2024-26 include:

e Monitoring and Digital Engagement;
e Air Quality Communications;

e Schools;
o General Air Quality Engagement and Behaviour
Change;

¢ Dedicated Engagement and Behaviour Change
Package for Domestic Combustion;

o Net Zero and Retrofit;

e Planning and Air Quality Assessment;
e Natural Environment; and

o Research.

The Review highlighted the following actions as being the most
valuable to the WMCA in regards to improving air quality:

o Bus Upgrade:

- Bus upgrades to Euro VI and ultra-low emission
buses; and

- Refuelling infrastructure for zero emission buses.
e Travel Choices:

- Public transport MaaS;

- Commercial MaaS;

- On-demand buses; and

- Travel plans.
e Highway Planning and Coordination:

- KRN upgrades; and

- Changing travel behaviour.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england/air-quality-strategy-framework-for-local-authority-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england/air-quality-strategy-framework-for-local-authority-delivery
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/lkchqkr4/wmca-air-framework-implementation-plan-2024-2026.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/lkchqkr4/wmca-air-framework-implementation-plan-2024-2026.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/lkchqkr4/wmca-air-framework-implementation-plan-2024-2026.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/lkchqkr4/wmca-air-framework-implementation-plan-2024-2026.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/lkchqkr4/wmca-air-framework-implementation-plan-2024-2026.pdf
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/lkchqkr4/wmca-air-framework-implementation-plan-2024-2026.pdf
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/WMCA_Regional-Air-Quality-Review-and-Action-Plan_v5.pdf
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/WMCA_Regional-Air-Quality-Review-and-Action-Plan_v5.pdf
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/WMCA_Regional-Air-Quality-Review-and-Action-Plan_v5.pdf
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/WMCA_Regional-Air-Quality-Review-and-Action-Plan_v5.pdf
https://www.sustainabilitywestmidlands.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/WMCA_Regional-Air-Quality-Review-and-Action-Plan_v5.pdf
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e Healthy Streets:
- Place making; and
- Green infrastructure.
e Freight Co-ordination:
- Freight technology.

Source Document(s)

This Report provides an annual overview of Tamworth
Borough’s air quality status. There are currently no Air Quality
Management Areas (AQMAs) in Tamworth. An AQMA was
previously in place (between 15t May 2014 and 23 March
2018) for exceedances of the NO2 annual mean Air Quality
Objective (AQO). Recorded monitoring data suggests shows no
exceedance of the AQS objective in the last five years, which
indicates an AQMA remains unneeded.

The report also highlights the actions being taken forward by
Tamworth Borough Council to improve local air quality.

Table 7: Climatic Factors

Message/lssue

International

Source Document(s)

Aims to limit the global warming change to below 2°C above
pre-industrial levels. However, countries aim to limit the
increase to 1.5°C to reduce the impacts of global warming. The
EU has committed to a binding target of a reduction of at least
40% in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 compared to 1990.

This Directive establishes a common framework of measures
for the promotion of energy efficiency to ensure target of 20%
improvement in the EU's energy efficiency is achieved. The
directive repeals the Cogeneration Directive (2004) and Energy
Services Directive (2006). The Directive was amended in 2018.

Aims to improve the energy performance of buildings in the EU,
taking into account various climatic and local conditions. It sets
out minimum requirements and a common methodology. It
covers energy used for heating, hot water, cooling, ventilation
and lighting. The Directive was amended in 2018

The UK should achieve 15% of its energy consumption from
renewable sources by 2020. The Directive was revised in 2021,
and new provisional agreements are being formulated. The
latest provisional agreement states that the 2030 target for
renewable energy utilisation in the EU should be 45%.

The IPPC is now in its sixth assessment cycle. This report was
developed with the most up to date data to inform global and
national trends. The document subsequently contains research
which can be used to guide policymakers and decisions.
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https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0210.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0210.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.328.01.0210.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.156.01.0075.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.156.01.0075.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.156.01.0075.01.ENG
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules/renewable-energy-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules/renewable-energy-directive_en
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
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collective emissions of six key greenhouse gases by at least
5%. Each country’s emissions target must be achieved by the
period 2008-2012.

Doha Amendment saw parties commit to reduce GHG
emissions by at least 18 percent below 1990 levels in the eight-
year period from 2013 to 2020.

Developed countries commit themselves to reducing their

Source Document(s)

National

The Climate Change Act 2008 established a legally binding
target to reduce the UK’s greenhouse gas emissions by at least
80% in 2050 from 1990 levels. To drive progress and set the
UK on a pathway towards this target, the Act introduced a
system of carbon budgets including a target that the annual
equivalent of the carbon budget for the period including 2020 is
at least 34% lower than 1990.

The 2019 Amendment to the Act now specifies the requirement
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 100% (net zero) by
2050.

The Clean Air Strategy shows how the UK aims to tackle all
sources of air pollution, making the air healthier to breathe,
protecting nature and boosting the economy.

It sets out a wide range of actions on which the UK government
has consulted on and shows how the devolved administrations
intend to make their share of emissions reductions.

The UK has set stringent targets to cut emissions by 2020 and
2030.

The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we
found it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that
ambition.

The Plan includes ten key targets of which one focuses on
climate change.

Mitigating and adapting to climate change:

We will take all possible action to mitigate climate change, while
adapting to reduce its impact. We will do this by:

e Continuing to cut greenhouse gas emissions including
from land use, land use change, the agriculture and
waste sectors and the use of fluorinated gases. The UK
Climate Change Act 2008 commits us to reducing total
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80 per cent by
2050 when compared to 1990 levels;

¢ Making sure that all policies, programmes and
investment decisions take into account the possible
extent of climate change this century; and

e Implementing a sustainable and effective second
National Adaptation Programme.
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https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/kpeng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/kpeng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/kpeng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process/the-kyoto-protocol/the-doha-amendment
https://unfccc.int/process/the-kyoto-protocol/the-doha-amendment
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770715/clean-air-strategy-2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/770715/clean-air-strategy-2019.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gbr189604.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gbr189604.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gbr189604.pdf
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The Act requires better management of flood risk, it creates

safeguards against rises in surface water drainage and protects
water supplies for consumers. It gives a new responsibility to
local authorities as Lead Local Flood Authorities to co-ordinate
flood risk management in their area.

Source Document(s)

(Para 161) The planning system should support the transition to
net zero by 2050 and take full account of all climate impacts
including overheating, water scarcity, storm and flood risks and
coastal change. It should help to: shape places in ways that
contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,
minimise vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the
reuse of existing resources, including the conversion of existing
buildings; and support renewable and low carbon energy and
associated infrastructure.

This plan sets out how the UK will achieve decarbonisation
within the framework of our energy policy.

The Tyndall Carbon Budget Tool developed as part of the
(SCATTER) project presents climate change targets and
trajectories for UK Local Authority areas that are based on the
commitments in the United Nations Paris Agreement, informed
by the latest science on climate change and defined in terms of
science based upon carbon setting. The tool produces LA area
reports which set out specific recommendations which should
be adopted for a LA area.

A carbon impact tool created to calculate net carbon emissions
and economic benefits in relation to flood, coastal erosion, and
river maintenance risk projects.

The Local Plan will need to help communities adapt
successfully to future weather conditions. Objectives include:

e To provide a clear local planning framework to enable all
participants in the planning system to deliver sustainable
new development including infrastructure that minimises
vulnerability and provides resilience to the impacts of
climate change;

o Toincrease the resilience of homes and buildings by
helping people and communities to understand what a
changing climate could mean for them and to take
action to become resilient to climate risks; and

e To ensure infrastructure is located, planned, designed
and maintained to be resilient to climate change
including increasingly extreme weather events.

The guidance advises how to take account of and address the
risks associated with flooding and coastal change in the
planning process.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47613/3702-the-carbon-plan-delivering-our-low-carbon-future.pdf#:~:text=In%20June%202011%2C%20the%20Coalition%20Government%20enshrined%20in,investment%20in%20low%20carbon%20infrastructure%2C%20industries%20and%20jobs.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47613/3702-the-carbon-plan-delivering-our-low-carbon-future.pdf#:~:text=In%20June%202011%2C%20the%20Coalition%20Government%20enshrined%20in,investment%20in%20low%20carbon%20infrastructure%2C%20industries%20and%20jobs.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47613/3702-the-carbon-plan-delivering-our-low-carbon-future.pdf#:~:text=In%20June%202011%2C%20the%20Coalition%20Government%20enshrined%20in,investment%20in%20low%20carbon%20infrastructure%2C%20industries%20and%20jobs.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/47613/3702-the-carbon-plan-delivering-our-low-carbon-future.pdf#:~:text=In%20June%202011%2C%20the%20Coalition%20Government%20enshrined%20in,investment%20in%20low%20carbon%20infrastructure%2C%20industries%20and%20jobs.
https://carbonbudget.manchester.ac.uk/reports/
https://carbonbudget.manchester.ac.uk/reports/
https://carbonbudget.manchester.ac.uk/reports/
https://carbonbudget.manchester.ac.uk/reports/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fcerm-carbon-impacts-tool
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fcerm-carbon-impacts-tool
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2018-07/apo-nid184681.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastal-change
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allowances to ensure developments are resilient to future flood
and coastal change risks. This includes using projections for
peak river flow, rainfall intensity, and sea level rise to inform
planning decisions, local plans, and strategic flood risk
assessments.

Flood risk assessments must incorporate climate change

Source Document(s)

The guidance advises how to identify suitable mitigation and
adaptation measures in the planning process to address the
impacts of climate change.

The Environment Agency published an updated national
assessment of flood and coastal erosion risk in England in
2024. This assessment provides a clearer picture of current and
future risks from rivers, the sea, surface water, and coastal
erosion. It incorporates UK climate projections and reflects the
potential impacts of climate change on flood frequency, depth,
and extent. The report introduces updated versions of the
National Flood Risk Assessment (NaFRA) and the National
Coastal Erosion Risk Map (NCERM).

Key aims of the strategy include:

e Provide a single, consistent national picture of flood and
coastal erosion risk using improved data and modelling;

¢ Incorporate climate change projections into
assessments of future risk;

o Identify areas at risk from multiple sources of flooding
(rivers, sea, surface water);

e Support planning and investment decisions for
infrastructure, housing, and land use; and

¢ Inform long-term investment scenarios and prioritise
areas with the greatest current and future risk.

Aims to improve the energy performance of buildings in the EU,
taking into account various climatic and local conditions. It sets
out minimum requirements and a common methodology. It
covers energy used for heating, hot water, cooling, ventilation
and lighting. The Directive was revised in 2021 to include the
vision for achieving net zero by 2050. This revision highlighted
the ability to create net-zero carbon buildings and refined
existing definitions.

Section 19 (1A) of the Act requires local planning authorities to
include in their Local Plans “policies designed to secure that the
development and use of land in the local authority’s area
contribute to the mitigation or, and adaptation to climate
change”.

The Building Regulations 2000 (England & Wales) set out
standards and requirements that individual aspects of building
design and construction must achieve. The latest ‘Approved
document’ (Part L1B, 2010) sets out the main changes to the
legal requirements for energy efficiency provision in buildings. A
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/carriage/revision-of-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive/report?sid=7101
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/carriage/revision-of-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive/report?sid=7101
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/carriage/revision-of-the-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive/report?sid=7101
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1133079/Approved_Document_L__Conservation_of_fuel_and_power__Volume_1_Dwellings__2021_edition_incorporating_2023_amendments.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1133079/Approved_Document_L__Conservation_of_fuel_and_power__Volume_1_Dwellings__2021_edition_incorporating_2023_amendments.pdf
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2021 edition of the document was published, with slight
amendments also being made in 2023.

Source Document(s)

The Strategy sets out the justification for improving energy
efficiency including through:

e Saving households and businesses money;

e Promoting economic growth and employment creation;
e Revitalising our infrastructure; and

e Decarbonising in the most cost-effective way.

The Clean Power 2030 Action Plan outlines the UK
government’s approach to decarbonising the electricity system
by 2030. It sets a target for clean energy sources to meet the
country’s total annual electricity demand, supported by a mix of
renewables, nuclear, storage, and limited use of unabated gas.

The plan includes measures to accelerate infrastructure
development, reform planning and grid connection processes,
and adjust market frameworks to support investment. It also
addresses workforce and supply chain requirements, with a
focus on skills development and industrial capacity.

The Strategy sets out policy and guidance concerning four
strands of energy activity: generating, reducing, managing and
purchasing energy

Overall climate related 25 year target is to ‘take all possible
action to mitigate climate change, while adapting to reduce its
impact’. Further aims include ‘reducing the risk of harm to
people, the environment, and the economy from natural
hazards including flooding, drought, and coastal erosion’.

Improvement plan has outlined a number of legal reduction
targets for the five main air pollutants. The government plans to
achieve this by reducing emissions in the home, driving
effective local action through local authorities, maintaining and
improving the regulatory framework for industrial emissions,
supporting farmers to cut the impact of agriculture on air quality,
and reducing emissions from transport.

The plan also aims to invest in farmers and land managers to
mitigate flood risk, invest in improving flood forecasting
capability for surface water flood risk, provide grants to fund
nature-based solutions to flood risk and invest in flood and
coastal defences.

This guidance supports the sensitive adaptation of historic
buildings to improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon
emissions, while conserving their heritage value. It promotes a
whole building approach that balances energy performance with
the protection of historic character.

The guidance:
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/266187/2901415_EnergyEfficiencyStrategy_acc.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/266187/2901415_EnergyEfficiencyStrategy_acc.pdf
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https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/adapting-historic-buildings-energy-carbon-efficiency-advice-note-18/heag321-adapting-historic-buildings-energy-carbon-efficiency/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/adapting-historic-buildings-energy-carbon-efficiency-advice-note-18/heag321-adapting-historic-buildings-energy-carbon-efficiency/
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e Encourages proportionate, low-impact interventions
such as insulation, draught-proofing and smart heating
controls;

e Advises on when planning permission or listed building
consent is required;

¢ Emphasises the importance of understanding building
performance and significance before making changes;
and

o Warns against maladaptation, such as poor ventilation
or inappropriate materials, which can harm both the
building and its occupants.

This Strategy sets out Historic England’s response to the
climate, energy and biodiversity crisis. It emphasises the role of
heritage in climate action, highlighting that reusing and adapting
historic buildings can significantly reduce carbon emissions and
waste. The strategy focuses on three key areas:

e Mitigation (reducing emissions);
e Managing climate risks to heritage; and

o Adaptation (helping heritage respond to climate
impacts).

The strategy promotes collaboration, practical solutions, and
empowers communities to protect and use heritage sustainably.

Local

The Plan sets out how the WMCA area can start to deliver net
zero carbon emissions by 2041. In order to achieve this
ambition, 11 key priorities for delivery have been identified:

o Set up a regional approach to work with stakeholders to
unlock investment to deliver energy efficient homes for
up to 294,000 dwellings, with low carbon heating in
292,000, at a total cost of £3.6bn, reducing energy bills,
fuel poverty and creating jobs;

e Unlock investment of up to £70m in land based
renewables and £483m on rooftop PV by 2026;

e Energy Capital will support local authorities, LEPs and
stakeholders to undertake and implement local area
energy planning, enable net zero energy systems and
renewables delivery;

¢ Be a pathfinder for energy devolution and regulatory
change to drive competitiveness of the region’s
industrial and commercial sectors, positioned as a
global leader in the net zero transition as part of the WM
Industrial Strategy;

e Support changes in the way we travel through reduction
in car usage and a much higher modal share of public
transport and cycling. TFTWM will continue to work with
local authorities to deliver improvements to active travel
and public transport as set out in the existing Local
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Transport Plan (LTP), Movement for Growth, as well as
producing a new LTP aligned to WM2041;

o Implement the Zero Carbon Homes Routemap which
provides clear actions and targets for reducing
operational, embodied and whole life emissions for new
residential development;

o Work with stakeholders to secure inward investment that
supports green growth, including a battery Gigafactory
and electric vehicle charging facilities, powered by clean
energy infrastructure;

e Launch a Net Zero Business Pledge to enable
businesses in the region to become champions and
understand how they can play their part;

o Establish a regional natural capital board to produce a
natural capital plan for the West Midlands to increase
forestry cover from 1.5 to 13% at a cost of £60m up to
2026;

o Work with stakeholders to develop and drive behaviour
change initiatives across the region; and

o Work with colleges, universities and employers to
develop the skills and training programmes required to
provide the work force for the net zero transition.

The vision of the Strategic Transport Plan is “We will make
great progress for a Midlands economic ‘Engine for Growth’,
clean air, improved heath and quality of life for the people of the
West Midlands. We will do this by creating a transport system
befitting a sustainable, attractive and economically vibrant
conurbation in the world’s sixth largest economy.”.

Relevant objectives to support the achievement of this vision
include:

o To significantly improve the quality of the local
environment in the West Midlands Metropolitan Area;

e To help tackle climate change by ensuring large
decreases in greenhouse gas emissions from the West
Midlands Metropolitan Area; and

¢ To significantly increase the amount of active travel in
the West Midlands Metropolitan Area.

The Humber River Basin District Flood Risk Management Plan
(FRMP) 2021-2027 sets out a strategic approach to managing
flood risk across the region. Developed by the Environment
Agency in partnership with over 30 Risk Management
Authorities, the plan aims to reduce the risk of flooding to
people, property, infrastructure, and the environment.

It builds on lessons from past events, including the severe
flooding of winter 2015, and outlines measures such as
maintaining and improving flood defences, promoting nature-
based solutions, enhancing forecasting and warning systems,
and supporting community resilience.
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The FRMP aligns with national environmental goals and
encourages integrated, catchment-based planning to deliver
long-term flood risk reduction and climate adaptation

The vision for managing local flood risk across Staffordshire is
rooted in 3 fundamental principles:

o To meet the statutory duties outlined in the Flood and
Water Management Act 2010;

e To work with others to ensure flood risk is not increased
through future planning and to maximise opportunities to
reduce and better manage flood risk; and

e To align our functions with national priorities and the
Staffordshire County Council Strategic Plan.

The objectives of the Strategy are:

o Improve our understanding of flood risk and be prepared
for flood events;

e Manage flood risk and new development in a
sustainable manner;

o Seek and secure funding for flood alleviation schemes
and work with partners;

¢ Work with others to ensure communities are more
aware, informed, and resilient to flooding; and

e Promote effective management of drainage and flood
defence assets.

The key objectives of the Level 1 SFRA are: Tamworth Borough Level

¢ To collate and analyse the latest available information | 1 Strategic Flood Risk
and data for current and future (i.e., climate change) Assessment, 2025
flood risk from all sources, and how these risks may be
mitigated against;

e To inform decisions in the emerging LPU, including
informing the sustainability appraisal, the selection of
development sites, and planning policies;

e To provide evidence to support the application of the
sequential test for the allocation of new development
sites, to support the Council in the preparation of the
LPU;

o To provide a comprehensive set of maps presenting
flood risk from all sources that can be used as evidence
base for use in the LPU;

e To help decide when a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA)
will be required for individual planning applications;

e To provide advice for applicants carrying out site-
specific Flood Risk Assessments (FRAs), including
those at risk from sources other than river flooding, or at
risk of flooding in the future due to climate change, and
outline specific measures or objectives that are required
to manage flood risk;

e To provide the basis for applying the sequential test on
planning applications, including by identifying sources of
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flooding other than those in ‘Flood Zones’ and those at
risk of flooding in the future; and

To identify opportunities to reduce the causes and
impacts of flooding and gather information on the land
that is likely to be required for flood risk management
structures.

Source Document(s)

This Study was produced in order to:

Understand water cycle processes within the area;
Inform water resource management;

Support climate change monitoring; and

Improve flood and drought prediction.

Southern Staffordshire
Outline Water Cycle
Study, 2010

Four cross-cutting key areas of action have been identified that
will benefit from cross-council implementation to maximise
efficiency, take advantage of synergies and avoid siloed
working:

Overall emergency response co-ordination: Although
individual council service areas have emergency plans
in place to ensure business continuity, and plans such
as the Severe Weather Emergency Protocol to protect
vulnerable people during severe weather, there is not a
single point of contact responsible for co-ordinating
emergency response. Creating a centralised information
hub to disseminate information and offer training on
emergency response to wider staff would enable the
council to respond efficiently and effectively in the event
of an emergency climate or weather event, but also in
the event of other emergencies;

Communications plan: There is a need to build
awareness in the wider public, businesses and
organisations in Tamworth about the climate risks they
are likely to face and how they can manage them, as
well as helping them understand and accept measures
the council is taking. Opportunities to deliver the
communications plan in partnership with other
organisations such as the fire services or health
services will be explored;

Embedding adaptation and consideration of climate risk
across relevant policies and strategies: If long-term
policies and strategies are implemented without due
consideration of climate risk, they may fail due to climate
change impacts or require costly retrofit to improve their
climate resilience in the future. Hence, the council will
aim to develop processes to include consideration of
climate risk in the development of new policies and
strategies, including how it could impact the objectives
of the new local plan and proposed corporate plan and
where adaptation measures may be needed. Similarly,
consideration of climate risks will be included as part of
the corporate risk register and business continuity
processes; and
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Building awareness and understanding of climate
adaptation within the council: To support implementation
of the actions in this strategy and support the
embedding of adaptation to make wider policies climate
resilient, Tamworth will aim to introduce training for staff
to improve their understanding of climate risk and
adaptation.

Source Document(s)

Tamworth Borough Council has developed a climate change
mitigation action plan. The actions within the plan will enable
the council to prioritise emissions reduction from its operations
and set a good example of emission reduction approaches for
the wider area to follow. The plan focuses on actions which can
be implemented out to 2050 to achieve the net zero target.

Three cross-cutting actions have been identified that would
benefit from cross-council implementation to maximise
efficiency, take advantage of synergies and avoid siloed
working:

e Building awareness and understanding of climate
mitigation action within the council: To support
implementation of the actions in this plan and support
the embedding of climate mitigation in organisation
processes and decision-making, Tamworth could
introduce training for staff to improve their
understanding of net zero targets and decarbonisation
opportunities;

o Embedding climate change mitigation action across
relevant council policies and strategies: If long-term
policies and strategies are implemented without due
consideration of net zero targets, they may prevent the
council from reaching these targets. Hence, the Council
should aim to develop processes to include net zero in
the development of new policies and strategies,
including how it could impact the objectives of the new
local plan and proposed corporate plan; and

¢ Avoiding risks to the net zero target from climate
change: TBC’s adaptation strategy complements this
action plan by introducing a plan to enable Tamworth to
reduce the negative impacts of climate change.
Synergies across the mitigation action plan and the
adaptation plan can be identified during implementation
to ensure net zero targets are not put at risk by climate
change and adaptation actions do not increase
emissions.

The vision of the Plan is to ‘Build a Better Tamworth’. Five
priorities, under pinned by key actions, have been identified to
help achieve this vision.

e Prosperity and place- Growth in the local economy by
creating jobs and a Tamworth we are all proud of,
ensuring financial stability for all:

- Work with businesses to help them grow and create
jobs;
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tamworth.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fenvironment_docs%2FClimate-Change-Mitigation-Action-Plan.docx&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40slrconsulting.com%7C7fd8a8b7e3ae4792e21808ddf4404a05%7C109cec53a87742eb93e8b9f5c282ba38%7C0%7C1%7C638935279194112208%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KMI8FpgByACJybRLczy3XCZmX6idf8z19KOHwyZHqtA%3D&reserved=0
https://community.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/misc_docs/Corporate-Plan2025-2030.pdf
https://community.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/misc_docs/Corporate-Plan2025-2030.pdf
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Identify and address skills shortages;
Make the town centre more vibrant and accessible;

Regenerate and create spaces for people to use and
enjoy; and

Promote tourism and nightlife by using our culture
and heritage sites.

e Environment- Achieve net-zero carbon emissions,
protect the environment and enhance local biodiversity:

Keep Tamworth’s local areas clean;

Tackle fly tipping, littering and environmental
offences;

Cut down on using carbon in our operations;

Collaborate with partners to protect the environment;
and

Provide eco-friendly housing options.

e Community wellbeing- Residents live safe, healthy and
happy lives in communities that are cohesive, where
diversity is celebrated:

Work with our partners to support children and
vulnerable individuals' wellbeing;

Ensure our active health and wellbeing offer
supports the improvement in residents physical and
mental health;

Improve our offer to provide suitable homes and
make good quality, eco-friendly and affordable
housing available;

Work with our partners to reduce homelessness and
rough sleeping; and

Work with our partners to reduce crime and help our
residents feel safe.

¢ Council- Being a caring, accessible and effective council
that is financially resilient:

Being visible, accessible, approachable and
accountable to the community;

Learn and work with communities to provide broader
social benefits; and

Maintain balanced budgets in our financial
strategies.

Source Document(s)

The plan seeks to engage with and inform staff and members at
Tamworth Borough Council, local people and businesses about
the issues surrounding climate change and the changes they
can make to help tackle the climate crisis. The objectives of the
plan are:

e Encourage behaviour change and inform and engage
staff, members, and the community with climate change
issues and carbon reduction;
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transparent about the Council’s aims and decision
making around climate action;

o Celebrate our successes and progress towards net zero
emissions;

¢ Communicate the aim of each campaign and awareness
day in a way that is easy to digest and provides
signposting;

e Create optimism for the future our planet; and

o Provide a clear ask and benefit for the audience which
will support behaviour change and positively impact
attitudes towards climate change and its impact e.g.
protecting nature can improve mental health and
wellbeing.

e Share timely and effective communication that is

Source Document(s)

The vision of the policy is: “We envisage a Tamworth rich in
trees and woodland that is diverse in age range and species,
managed sustainably to provide a safe, attractive and high
quality, easily accessible environment for the people and
wildlife of the borough.”.

This vision will be achieved by:

¢ Implementing a structured and achievable maintenance
program that is led by a detailed surveying and
assessment schedule;

e Working in accordance with all legislation and industry
guidelines at all times.

o Working in cooperation with our partners and community
with inclusivity and openness at every opportunity.

Draft Tamworth Borough
Council Tree Policy and
Framework (2025-2030)

Table 8: Biodiversity, Geodiversity, Flora and Fauna

Message/lssue

International

Source Document(s)

The convention has three main aims which are stated in Article
1:

e To conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural
habitats;

o To promote cooperation between states; and

e To give particular attention to endangered and
vulnerable species including endangered and vulnerable
migratory species.

This strategy aims to put Europe’s biodiversity on the path to
recovery by 2030. Aims to build resilience to threats such as:

¢ Impacts of climate change;
e Forest fires;
o Food insecurity; and
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Actions to be delivered by 2030 include:

e Establishing a larger EU-wide network or protected
areas on land and at sea;

e Launching an EU nature restoration plan;

¢ Introducing measures to enable the necessary
transformative change; and

¢ Introducing measures to tackle the global biodiversity
challenge.

An online actions tracker and target dashboard have been
implemented in order to improve accountability.

Source Document(s)

International commitment to biodiversity conservation through
national strategies and action plans.

The 2009 Birds Directive replaces the 1979 Council Directive
on the conservation of wild birds. It aims to protect all
European wild birds and the habitats of listed species,
particularly through the designation of Special Protection Areas
(SPAs).

SA needs to report on any potential effects on birds covered by
this directive and all development plans should aim to avoid
adverse effects on them.

The Habitats Directive led to the setting up of a network of
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) which together with
SPAs form a network of protected sites across the EU known
as Natura 2000 sites to protect species and habitats.

Aimed at halting the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services
in the EU by 2020, the strategy provides a framework for action
over the next decade and covers the following key areas:

e Conserving and restoring nature;

e Maintaining and enhancing ecosystems and their
services;

e Ensuring the sustainability of agriculture, forestry and
fisheries;

e Combating invasive alien species; and
¢ Addressing the global biodiversity crisis.

This plan provides an overarching framework on biodiversity,
for all biodiversity-related conventions, the entire United Nations
system and all other partners engaged in biodiversity
management and policy development.

The plan consists of five strategic goals of which 20 further
Aichi goals sit underneath:
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https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/habitats-directive_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0244
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0244
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0244
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52011DC0244
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https://www.cbd.int/undb/media/factsheets/undb-factsheet-sp-en.pdf#:~:text=In%202010%20Parties%20to%20the%20Convention%20on%20Biological,biodiversity%20and%20the%20benefits%20it%20provides%20to%20people.
https://www.cbd.int/undb/media/factsheets/undb-factsheet-sp-en.pdf#:~:text=In%202010%20Parties%20to%20the%20Convention%20on%20Biological,biodiversity%20and%20the%20benefits%20it%20provides%20to%20people.
https://www.cbd.int/undb/media/factsheets/undb-factsheet-sp-en.pdf#:~:text=In%202010%20Parties%20to%20the%20Convention%20on%20Biological,biodiversity%20and%20the%20benefits%20it%20provides%20to%20people.
https://www.cbd.int/undb/media/factsheets/undb-factsheet-sp-en.pdf#:~:text=In%202010%20Parties%20to%20the%20Convention%20on%20Biological,biodiversity%20and%20the%20benefits%20it%20provides%20to%20people.
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biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across
government and society;

e Strategic Goal B: Reduce the direct pressures on
biodiversity and promote sustainable use;

e Strategic Goal C: To improve the status of biodiversity
by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic
diversity;

e Strategic Goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from
biodiversity and ecosystem services; and

e Strategic Goal E: Enhance implementation through
participatory planning, knowledge management and
capacity building.

Strategic Goal A: Address the underlying causes of

Source Document(s)

The 7th EAP should help to achieve the environment and
climate change targets on which the Union has already agreed
and to identify policy gaps where additional targets may be
required. It includes objectives to:

¢ Protect, conserve and enhance the Union’s natural
capital;

e To turn the Union into a resource efficient, green, and
competitive low carbon economy; and

¢ To safeguard the Union’s citizens from environment-
related pressures.

National

The Environment Act is the mechanism to set long-term, legally
binding environmental targets which relate to the natural
environment or people’s enjoyment of it. It will see the 25 Year
Environment Plan become the first Environmental Improvement
Plan. Environment Improvement Plans are the government’s
plans for significantly improving the natural environment over a
period of at least 15 years. The Environment Act will require
government to review the Environment Improvement Plan at
least every five years.

The Act requires an Environmental Improvement Plan to be
produced, as well as a species abundance target to be set (by
2030). Additionally, from November 2023, developments are
required to deliver an onsite biodiversity net gain of 10%. This
will be required on small sites from April 2024.

Emphasises the public’s right of access to open country and
common land and gives additional protection to Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI).

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 consolidates and
amends existing national legislation to implement the
Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and
Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) and Council Directive
79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds (Birds Directive)
in Great Britain (NB Council Directive 79/409/EEC has now
been replaced by Directive 2009/147/EC of the European
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Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the
conservation of wild birds (codified version)).

The Act provides for the notification and confirmation of Sites of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and the protection of wildlife.

Halt overall loss of England’s biodiversity by 2020; support
healthy well-functioning ecosystems and establish coherent
ecological networks.

Natural England's general purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced and managed for the
benefit of present and future generations, thereby contributing
to sustainable development.

Natural England's general purpose includes:

e Promoting nature conservation and protecting
biodiversity;

e Conserving and enhancing the landscape;

e Securing the provision and improvement of facilities for

the study, understanding and enjoyment of the natural
environment;

e Promoting access to the countryside and open spaces
and encouraging open-air recreation; and

e Contributing in other ways to social and economic well-
being through management of the natural environment.

(Para 187) Planning policies and decisions should contribute to
and enhance the natural and local environment by:

e Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of
biodiversity or geological value and soils (in a manner
commensurate with their statutory status or identified
quality in the development plan); and

¢ Minimising impacts on and providing net gains for
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent
ecological networks that are more resilient to current
and future pressures and incorporating features which
support priority or threatened species such as swifts,
bats and hedgehogs.

(Para 192) To protect and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity, plans should:

¢ Identify, map and safeguard components of local
wildlife-rich habitats and wider ecological networks,
including the hierarchy of international, national and
locally designated sites of importance for biodiversity;
wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect them;
and areas identified by national and local partnerships
for habitat management, enhancement, restoration or
creation; and

e Promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement
of priority habitats, ecological networks and the
protection and recovery of priority species; and identify
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and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net
gains for biodiversity.

e Local planning authorities and neighbourhood planning
bodies should work collaboratively with the Local Nature
Recovery Strategies responsible authority and other
partners to prepare and agree the Local Nature Recovery
Strategies for their area. This will help ensure alignment
between Local Nature Recovery Strategies and relevant
development plans and identify actionable opportunities
for biodiversity enhancement;

e Plans and particularly those containing strategic policies,
can set out a suitable approach to both biodiversity and
wider environmental net gain, how it will be achieved, and
which areas present the best opportunities to deliver
gains; and

e Local planning authorities should consider the priorities
set out in the relevant Local Nature Recovery Strategy
when determining how their local plan should contribute
to and enhance the local and natural environment. Local
planning authorities should be aware of those areas
mapped and identified in the relevant Local Nature
Recovery Strategy and the measures proposed in them
and consider how these should be reflected in their local
plan.

The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we found
it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that ambition.

The Plan includes ten key targets of which two focus on
biodiversity.

Thriving plants and wildlife:

e Restoring 75% of our one million hectares of terrestrial
and freshwater protected sites to favourable condition,
securing their wildlife value for the long term;

e Creating or restoring 500,000 hectares of wildlife-rich
habitat outside the protected site network, focusing on
priority habitats as part of a wider set of land
management changes providing extensive benefits;

e Taking action to recover threatened, iconic or
economically important species of animals, plants and
fungi and where possible to prevent human-induced
extinction or loss of known threatened species in
England and the Overseas Territories; and

¢ Increasing woodland in England in line with our
aspiration of 12% cover by 2060: this would involve
planting 180,000 hectares by end of 2042.

Enhancing biosecurity:

e Managing and reducing the impact of existing plant and
animal diseases; lowering the risk of new ones and
tackling invasive non-native species;
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e Reaching the detailed goals to be set out in the Tree
Health Resilience Plan of 2018;

e Ensuring strong biosecurity protection at our borders,
drawing on the opportunities leaving the EU provides;
and

e Working with industry to reduce the impact of endemic
disease.

It should also be noted that the 25YEP refers to the need to
protect and enhance blue spaces — both for biodiversity and
human health reasons. These spaces include canals, rivers,
streams, ponds and lakes.

The framework demonstrates how the UK (and its 4 nations)
are working to achieve the ‘Aichi Biodiversity Targets’ and the
aims of the EU Biodiversity Strategy. The framework identifies
the activities required to complement the UK’s biodiversity
strategies, and where work in the UK strategies contributes to
international obligations. In total, 23 areas of work have been
identified where all the UK countries have agreed that they want
to contribute to, and benefit from, a continued UK focus, and a
revised Implementation Plan was published in June 2018.

There is a need to act now with greater vigour to:
e Conserve existing biodiversity;

e Conserve protected areas and all other high quality
habitats;

e Reduce sources of harm not linked to climate;

e Conserve range and ecological variability of habitats and
species;

¢ Maintain existing ecological networks;
o Create buffer zones around high quality habitats;

e Take prompt action to control spread of invasive
species;

e Establish ecological networks through habitat restoration
and creation; and

e Respond to changing conservation priorities.

Access to Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt) is a powerful
tool in assessing current levels of accessible natural
greenspace and planning for better provision.

ANGSt recommends that everyone, wherever they live, should
have an accessible natural greenspace

e Of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300 metres
(5 minutes walk) from home;

e At least one accessible 20 hectare site within two
kilometres of home;

e One accessible 100 hectare site within 5 kilometres of
home;
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https://redfrogforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/67-Nature-Nearby%E2%80%99-Accessible-Natural-Greenspace-Guidance.pdf
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https://redfrogforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/67-Nature-Nearby%E2%80%99-Accessible-Natural-Greenspace-Guidance.pdf
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Tamworth Borough Council
Tamworth Borough Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Post-Consultation

5 February 2026

Scoping Report SLR Project No.: 300.001287.00001

Message/lssue

home; and

¢ A minimum of one hectare of statutory Local Nature
Reserves per thousand population.

e One accessible 500 hectare site within 10 kilometres of

Source Document(s)

Regulation 61 requires Appropriate Assessment of plans and
projects likely to have a significant effect on a Habitat Site.

Includes a number of broad principles and goals as follows:
o Conserve existing biodiversity;

e Conserve protected areas and all other high quality
habitats;

e Reduce sources of harm not linked to climate;
¢ Maintain existing ecological networks;
e Create buffer zones around high quality habitats;

o Make space for the natural development of rivers and
coasts;

e Establish ecological networks through habitat restoration
and creation; and

¢ Integrate adaptation and mitigation measures.

This is the third state of natural capital report published by the
Natural Capital Committee in January 2015 and is the last of
three which summarises the work of the NCC over the three
years. It establishes a clear plan to enhance natural capital
focussing on the areas with the highest economic benefit.

This strategy aims to address Invasive Non-Native Species
(INNS) issues in Great Britain (GB), maintaining the approach
of the previous policy reviews. The strategy covers the
terrestrial, freshwater and marine environments and also
species native to one part of a country that become invasive in
areas outside their natural range.

The scope of the Strategy covers all non-native species of flora
and fauna with the exception of genetically modified organisms
(GMOs), bacteria and viruses. Its full effect, however, is aimed
at those non-native species that are known to be or are
potentially invasive. The Strategy does not aim to address
issues related to human health or formerly native species, nor
does it cover animal or plant diseases although it aims to
ensure close working with these areas where appropriate.

The Statement makes clear how there is now a convincing body
of evidence that we are facing a climate emergency. Planting
and managing trees, forests and woodlands so that they are fit
for the future must be part of our nation’s response.

Growing trees removes carbon dioxide from the air, and stores
the carbon in wood products throughout their life. Trees can
also help to manage the risk of flooding, and provide shade and
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/516725/ncc-state-natural-capital-third-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/516725/ncc-state-natural-capital-third-report.pdf
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https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/The-Great-Britain-Invasive-Non-Native-Species-Strategy-2023-to-2030-v2.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/The-Great-Britain-Invasive-Non-Native-Species-Strategy-2023-to-2030-v2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1014450/PR__7271_FRC_ClimateChange_Poster_am1_290321_v2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1014450/PR__7271_FRC_ClimateChange_Poster_am1_290321_v2.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1014450/PR__7271_FRC_ClimateChange_Poster_am1_290321_v2.pdf
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cooling benefits. They are a renewable source of energy today,
and a sustainable raw material for the future bio-economy.

The Forestry Commission has a key role to play, and will
continue to work closely with our Climate Change Action Plan
partners and all parts of the tree, woods and forestry sector to
protect our woodlands for future generations.

Source Document(s)

A newly implemented framework to expand the green and blue
networks we have across the UK. The publication highlights the
principles of green infrastructure, standards required based on
quantity and quality, and a planning and design guide to help
users understand the best way to design green infrastructure.

This Plan is the first such review of the 25 Year Environment
Plan (25YEP) and its 10 goals. It reinforces the intent of the
25YEP and sets out the plan to deliver it.

The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act covers several topics
including the need to plan for biodiversity and protect areas of
importance or with potential for recovery and/or enhancement.
Spatial development strategies are also required to take
account of any local nature recovery strategy for development
in the Greater London area.

This document builds on the 2011 NEWP ‘The Natural Choice:
securing the value of nature’ by summarising the progress
which has been taking place since 2011 including how many of
the original 92 commitments are completed or underway.

Biodiversity net gain is a strategy to develop land and contribute
to the recovery of nature. It requires an increase of ecological
assets by a minimum of 10% following the completion of a
development project. Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) will apply
from November 2023 for development in the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990, and to small sites from April 2024.

The UK NBSAP for 2030 demonstrates the consensus across
all four countries of the UK that achieving full implementation of
the GBF requires both individual and collaborative efforts, and
sets out 23 ambitious UK targets which align with the 23
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)
targets. All four countries share the following priorities:

e Protecting and restoring nature;
e Sustainable use and resource management; and
e Mainstreaming and finance.

The Nature Recovery Network (NRN) is a major commitment in
the government’s 25 Year Environment Plan. It is a growing
national network of wildlife-rich places, stretching from our cities
to countryside, mountains to coast. It is supported by green and
blue spaces that buffer and connect these wildlife-rich sites.

Species and habitats should be restored and enhanced in
comparison with 2000 levels.

62


https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/biodiversity-net-gain
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/biodiversity-net-gain
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nature-recovery-network/nature-recovery-network
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/making-space-for-nature-a-review-of-englands-wildlife-sites-published-today
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/making-space-for-nature-a-review-of-englands-wildlife-sites-published-today
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Improve the long term sustainability of ecological and physical
processes that underpin the functioning of ecosystems, thereby
enhancing the capacity of ecosystem services.

Provide accessible natural environments rich in wildlife for
people to enjoy and experience.

Protect and enhance biodiversity through Nature Improvement
Areas (NIAs), biodiversity offsetting, Local Nature Partnerships
and phasing out peat.

Seeks to maximise the environmental, economic and social
benefits of trees and woodlands forests by:

e Ensuring that trees, woods and forests are resilient to
and mitigate the impacts of climate change;

e Protecting and enhancing the environmental resources
of water, soil, air, biodiversity and landscapes;

e Protecting and enhancing the cultural and amenity
values of trees and woodland;

¢ Increasing the contribution that trees, woods and forests
make to the quality of life; and

e Improving the competitiveness of woodland businesses
and promote the development of new or improved
markets for sustainable woodland products.

The UKGAP sets out a framework for geodiversity action across
the UK. It has been developed and agreed through wide
consultation and dialogue across England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland between organisations, groups and individuals
currently involved in geodiversity. The UKGAP is a mechanism
for encouraging partnership, influencing decision and policy
makers, funders and promoting good practice.

This Plan contains 11 Key Objectives:

e To foster UK-based pure and applied geoscience
research in order to better understand our geodiversity
and its role in understanding and managing our natural
environment;

e To increase recognition of our geodiversity in
international, national, regional and local environmental
and planning development policies and legislation;

e To demonstrate the relevance and benefit of including
geodiversity across our work in relation to the natural
and built environment and the role that geodiversity
plays in sustainable development;

e To advocate and support development design and
restoration that incorporates and enhances our
geodiversity;

e To audit and document our geodiversity including sites,
archives and collections;
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http://www.lgiu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/The-Natural-Choice-Securing-the-Value-of-Nature-Government-White-Paper-on-the-environment.pdf#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Natural%20Choice%3A%20Securing%20the%20Value%20of%20Nature%E2%80%9D,by%202020%2C%20biodiversity%20loss%20will%20have%20been%20halted.
http://www.lgiu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/The-Natural-Choice-Securing-the-Value-of-Nature-Government-White-Paper-on-the-environment.pdf#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Natural%20Choice%3A%20Securing%20the%20Value%20of%20Nature%E2%80%9D,by%202020%2C%20biodiversity%20loss%20will%20have%20been%20halted.
http://www.lgiu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/The-Natural-Choice-Securing-the-Value-of-Nature-Government-White-Paper-on-the-environment.pdf#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Natural%20Choice%3A%20Securing%20the%20Value%20of%20Nature%E2%80%9D,by%202020%2C%20biodiversity%20loss%20will%20have%20been%20halted.
http://www.lgiu.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/The-Natural-Choice-Securing-the-Value-of-Nature-Government-White-Paper-on-the-environment.pdf#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Natural%20Choice%3A%20Securing%20the%20Value%20of%20Nature%E2%80%9D,by%202020%2C%20biodiversity%20loss%20will%20have%20been%20halted.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b9267ed915d41476213f5/pb13871-forestry-policy-statement.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b9267ed915d41476213f5/pb13871-forestry-policy-statement.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b9267ed915d41476213f5/pb13871-forestry-policy-statement.pdf
http://ukgap.org.uk/downloads/ukgap.pdf
http://ukgap.org.uk/downloads/ukgap.pdf
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e To conserve and manage our geodiversity through
appropriate recognition at international, national and
local levels;

e To maintain and enhance our geodiversity through the
management of sites, areas and wider landscapes;

o To share experience of conserving our geodiversity
through the provision of good practice guidance;

e To interpret our geodiversity for a range of audiences
and communities, making geodiversity relevant to where
we live and the places we visit;

e To use the arts to explore and make links between
geodiversity and our cultures, involving people in
geodiversity in new and innovative ways; and

o To develop and provide educational resources that
interpret, utilise and widen understanding of our
geodiversity as part of formal and informal learning.

Local

The Humber River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) sets
legally binding objectives for surface water bodies across
Tamworth—predominantly rivers and tributaries—to reach
‘Good Ecological Status’ (including chemical and biological
quality) by 2027 or as soon as possible. Specific actions tied to
individual water body objectives are defined within the RBMP’s
Catchment Data Explorer, allowing tracking of ecological
performance and restoration progress.

The Humber RBMP outlines several priority measures that
impact Tamworth’s water environment:

o Surface Water Flood Risk Management & Reduction
Plans: The plan includes a measure for Staffordshire
County Council to map, model, and develop surface
water reduction strategies to reduce local flood risk
across the Humber RBD, which covers Tamworth. This
includes targeting urban runoff and surface water
flooding in Tamworth’s catchment;

e Catchment-scale water quality interventions: Local
implementation is supported via Catchment-Based
Approach (CaBA) groups, such as the Tame Valley
Wetlands Landscape Partnership, which deliver river
restoration, biodiversity enhancement, and pollution
mitigation initiatives in and around Tamworth.

The vision of the Strategy ‘is of a thriving natural world, with our
wildlife and natural habitats playing a valued role in addressing
the climate and ecological emergencies, and everyone inspired
to get involved in nature’s recovery.’. The mission of the
strategy ‘is to bring wildlife back, to empower people to take
meaningful action for nature, and to create an inclusive society
where nature matters.’.

Two strategic goals have been identified within the Strategy:
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o Nature is in recovery in Staffordshire with abundant,
diverse wildlife and healthy natural processes playing a
valuable role in helping to address local, national and
global problems; and

o Connecting people in Staffordshire to nature;
empowering our communities to take positive action for
wildlife and the climate.

Two enabling goals have been identified within the Strategy:

e Delivering a step change in funding for nature’s
recovery; and

¢ Running a successful organisation.

Source Document(s)

Local nature recovery strategies (LNRS) are a system of spatial
strategies for nature and environmental improvement required
by law under the Act. Each strategy must:

e Agree priorities for nature’s recovery;
e Map the most valuable existing areas for nature; and

e Map specific proposals for creating or improving habitat
for nature and wider environmental goals (adopting
Nature Based Solutions).

The LNRS is currently being developed by Staffordshire County
Council along with all the district and borough councils in the
area including Stoke-on-Trent City Council. A partnership
approach is being taken to involve environmental charities,
landowners, communities, local businesses, National Park
authorities and Natural England.

The Strategy sets out the actions Staffordshire County Council
will take to contribute to nature recovery through their own
activities. This will form part of wider efforts across Staffordshire
and Stoke-on-Trent, which will be identified through the local
nature recovery strategy. The objectives of the Strategy are:

o Develop and deliver a Local Nature Recovery Strategy
for Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent;

o Ensure coordinated delivery of biodiversity net gain;

o Ensure our policies, strategies and operations consider
biodiversity enhancement and reduce risks to the
environment;

e Ensure all designated sites in our ownership have
management measures in place to achieve favourable
condition by 2042;

e Manage and protect 30% of our land (excluding
highways) for biodiversity by 2030;

e Develop a wildlife-friendly management approach to
roadside verges by April 2026;

e Develop a suite of species recovery measures for our
land by April 2025;
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e Use nature-based solutions for mitigating and adapting
to climate change wherever possible, to maximise
benefits to both wildlife and climate;

e Enhance and restore landscape character and quality
and support landscape-scale nature recovery; and

¢ Champion biodiversity, raise awareness and support the
active involvement of communities in caring for our
natural environment.

Source Document(s)

The SBAP was established in 1998 to coordinate local delivery
of UK Biodiversity Action Plan targets through strategic,
county-level action. Its overarching aim has been to set
direction for conservation projects, guiding the protection,
enhancement, and creation of threatened habitats and species
across Staffordshire.

The objectives of the Action Plan are:
e Habitat conservation and management:

- Maintain and restore priority habitats such as
lowland wood-pasture & parkland, heathlands,
wetlands, woodlands, rivers, and species-rich
farmland;

- Expand degraded habitats and create new areas
where ecologically appropriate; and

- Use site designation (e.g. SBI, SSSI) and policy
tools to protect high-quality habitats.

e Monitoring, research and advisory work:

- Conduct surveys and ecological monitoring across
priority sites;

- Develop management plans with landowners, public
bodies, and conservation partners;

- Advise on best practice in land management and
habitat restoration; and

- Provide public education on biodiversity and the
value of local habitats.

e Partnership and coordination:

- Work in partnership with Staffordshire Wildlife Trust,
county and district councils, Natural England,
developers, farmers, and community groups; and

- Embed biodiversity targets within local planning
decisions and development through partnership
working, planning obligations, and shared
frameworks.

The vision of the Natural Environmental Plan is “a West
Midlands where everybody can enjoy the benefits of the natural
environment and that, through careful planning and
collaboration, we protect, restore and enhance the region’s
natural capital to address both the climate and ecological
emergencies.”.
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outcomes:

o Everybody can access high quality green space within a
300m walk of their home;

o Forestry cover should be increased from approximately
1.5% today to 13%, aligning as much as possible with the
long-term aims for England (this equates to planting an
additional 5.7m trees by 2026 and 19m by 2041);

e Creation /restoration of 6 wildlife corridors along the
Rivers Cole, Rea, Sherbourne, Stour and Blythe and HS2
development in line with our key stakeholder’s priorities.
We will also support work on the region's canals as
important wildlife corridors;

o All rivers to be restored to good condition by 2030,
targeting 5 by 2025; and

e Support the creation of 200 jobs in natural capital by 2026
(and 700 by 2041), in line with the evidence in the Five
Year Plan.

The Natural Environment Plan sets out to deliver the following

Source Document(s)

The WMCA has been selected as one of four areas in the UK to
deliver a Local Investment in Natural Capital (LINC)
programme. The LINC programme sits alongside Local Net
Zero Hubs, and Investment Zones in the government’s Green
Finance Strategy (2023) to support a green industrial revolution
and transition to a climate resilient, nature-positive, net zero
economy. The ambitions of the Defra-funded LINC programme
align with the WMCA's delivery of its Natural Environment

Plan.

The West Midlands LINC obijectives include:

¢ Explore and demonstrate the potential for natural capital
investment;

¢ Build the capacity, effective governance arrangements
and capability of local leaders and partner organisations;
and

o Develop local ecosystem markets and
investment/delivery mechanisms that support the green
transition.

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust was commissioned by Tamworth
Borough Council to carry out a strategic assessment of the
District’s biodiversity and habitat networks. This document
outlines the existing picture of the District’s nature network and
describes key locations where habitats may be created or
enhanced to contribute to nature’s recovery (the Nature
Recovery Network), as well as delivering against objectives set
out in national planning policy legislation.
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International

Source Document(s)

The treaty aims to protect the European archaeological heritage
"as a source of European collective memory and as an
instrument for historical and scientific study". All remains and
objects and any other traces of humankind from past times are
considered to be elements of the archaeological heritage. The
archaeological heritage includes structures, constructions,
groups of buildings, developed sites, monuments, moveable
objects and other kinds. It also affects both terrestrial and
marine assets.

The main objectives of the Convention are:

e To integrate the conservation and archaeological
investigation of archaeological heritage in urban and
regional planning policies;

e To establish co-operation and consultation processes
between archaeologists, and project developers;

e To set standards for funding and archaeological and
conservational methods used in studying the
“knowledge of the history of mankind”;

e To promote educational actions and public awareness of
the necessity of the protection and investigation of
archaeological heritage in Europe; and

e To foster international co-operation and joint action
among all European countries in the field of
archaeological resource management by means of
developing and exchanging relevant scientific
information, technologies and expertise.

The Granada Convention was adopted on 3 October 1985 in
Granada (Spain) and came into force on 1 December 1987.

The main purpose of the Convention is to reinforce and
promote policies for the conservation and enhancement of
Europe's heritage. It establishes the principles of "European co-
ordination of conservation policies" including consultations
regarding the thrust of the policies to be implemented.

National

Section 61(12) defines sites that warrant protection due to their
being of national importance as 'ancient monuments'. These
can be either Scheduled Ancient Monuments or "any other
monument which in the opinion of the Secretary of State is of
public interest by reason of the historic, architectural, traditional,
artistic or archaeological interest attaching to it". The Act was
updated in 2023.

Places a general duty on local authorities for the preservation
and enhancement of listed buildings and features of special
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Conservation Areas.

architectural or historic interest, including the designation of

Source Document(s)

Chapter 16 of the NPPF relates to ‘Conserving and enhancing
the historic environment’ and makes clear that heritage assets
range from sites and buildings of local historic value to those of
highest significance, such as World Heritage Sites.

(Para 203) Plans should set out a positive strategy for the
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment,
including heritage assets most at risk through neglect, decay or
other threats. This strategy should take into account:

e The desirability of sustaining and enhancing the
significance of heritage assets, and putting them to
viable uses consistent with their conservation;

e The wider social, cultural, economic and environmental
benefits that conservation of the historic environment
can bring;

e The desirability of new development making a positive
contribution to local character and distinctiveness; and

e Opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the
historic environment to the character of a place.

In line with the National Planning Policy Framework, local
authorities should set out their Local Plan a positive strategy for
the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment. In
developing their strategy, local planning authorities should
identify specific opportunities within their area for the
conservation and enhancement of heritage assets. This could
include, where appropriate, the delivery of development within
their settings that will make a positive contribution to, or better
reveal the significance of, the heritage asset or reflect and
enhance local character and distinctiveness with particular
regard given to the prevailing styles of design and use of
materials in a local area.

The objective of the Protection Plan Framework is to make the
best use of our resources so that England's vulnerable historic
environment is safeguarded in the most cost-effective way at a
time of massive social, environmental, economic and
technological change.

Advice Note 1, The Historic Environment in Local Plans: This
document sets out information to help local planning authorities
make well informed and effective local plans.

Advice Note 2, Managing Significance in Decision-Taking: This
document contains useful information on assessing the
significance of heritage assets, using appropriate expertise,
historic environment records, recording and furthering
understanding, neglect and unauthorised works, marketing and
design and distinctiveness.

Advice Note 3, The Setting of Heritage Assets: This document
sets out guidance on managing change within the settings of
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heritage assets including archaeological remains and historic
buildings, sites, areas, and landscapes.

Conservation Principles:
e The historic environment is a shared resource;

o Everyone should be able to participate in sustaining the
historic environment;

¢ Understanding the significance of places is vital;

¢ Significant places should be managed to sustain their
values;

o Decisions about change must be reasonable,
transparent and consistent; and

¢ Documenting and learning from decisions is essential.

Advice Note 8, Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic
Environmental Assessment: The purpose of this Historic
England advice note is to support all those involved in
assessing the effects of certain plans on the historic
environment. It offers advice on heritage considerations during
the Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental
Assessment process, and on implementing historic environment
legislation and the relevant policy.

Relevant objectives are:

e The historic environment is protected and sustained for
the benefit of our own and future generations; and

e The historic environment is an economic asset that is
well harnessed.

The strategy has three areas of focus: thriving places,
connected communities and active participation.

The heritage statement sets out how the Government will
support the heritage sector and help it to protect and care for
heritage and the historic environment in the coming years, in
order to maximise the economic and social impact of heritage
and to ensure that everyone can enjoy and benefit from it.

This guidance supports local authorities and plan-makers in
integrating the historic environment into the site allocation
process for Local Plans. It outlines how to ensure that heritage
assets are considered from the earliest stages of plan-making,
helping to avoid harm and identify opportunities for
enhancement.

The Advice Note:

o Encourages early evidence gathering on designated and
non-designated heritage assets, including use of
Historic Environment Records and specialist advice;

¢ Provides a methodology for assessing the impact of site
allocations on heritage significance, including setting,
character and potential for enhancement;
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o Recommends that site allocation policies include clear
references to heritage considerations, design principles
and mitigation measures; and

Supports compliance with the National Planning Policy
Framework and statutory duties related to heritage
conservation.

Local

This strategy has been designed to ensure that creativity and
culture are embedded in the decision-making and actions that
impact Staffordshire’s social and economic landscape, both
short term and long term.

Six strategic pillars, and associated actions, have been
identified as part of the Strategy:

e Community Engagement:

- We will ensure all communities across Staffordshire
have access to culture on their doorsteps;

- Communities will inform and engage with vibrant
cultural programming in their neighbourhoods
facilitated through a process of co-production and
co-creation; and

- We will continue to provide opportunities for
communities across the county to share their views
and inform cultural decision making.

o Accessibility and Inclusion:

- We will champion socially engaged and inclusive
practice throughout the county, including support of
flagship programmes such as the New Vic’s
Borderlines and Dementia and Creativity programme
and Staffordshire Archives and Heritage’s Pride in
our Past project;

- In partnership with Together Active, we will tackle
systemic inequalities in physical activity and sport
participation across Staffordshire; and

- We will encourage lifelong learning, skills and
capacity development through an inclusive cultural
volunteering offer for everyone [with partners
Support Staffordshire and Staffordshire County
Council]

e Cultural Advocacy:

- We will identify and map our cultural assets to
develop our understanding and connect
opportunities for social and economic development;
and

- We will continue to develop our relationships with
government bodies, funders and professional
networks such as Arts Council England, National
Lottery Heritage Fund, Sport England, National
Archives, Historic England, Visit England,
Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS),
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National Trust, Natural England, Canals and River

Trust.

Collaboration:

Through local networks and the new culture forum,
we will look to develop the sector through knowledge
sharing, skills development and capacity building;

Through effective partnerships, we will deliver a

shared vision for engaging with existing and new
audiences through our cultural programmes and
activities; and

We will identify resources to support the delivery and
embedding of the Cultural Strategy across the
county.

Archives, Heritage, Libraries and Arts:

Staffordshire History Centre will bring to life the
county’s rich history in a new visitor attraction and
through a community focussed heritage programme.
The new home of Staffordshire Archives and
Heritage will continue to locate, collect and preserve
irreplaceable archive and museum collections of
Staffordshire and to preserve the archives of the
Diocese of Lichfield;

The Staffordshire History Network will support and
enable museums, historical groups and societies,
civic societies, research groups and heritage sites to
protect, conserve and share the county’s unique
heritage assets;

Through investment in our library service and
supporting our community managed libraries, we will
enrich the lives of local people; and

Through investment in Staffordshire’s country parks
at Cannock Chase and Chasewater and the 92-mile
Staffordshire Way we will help people rediscover
and experience the natural beauty and open spaces
in the county.

Investment and Funding:

The newly launched Staffordshire Film Office will
raise Staffordshire’s profile including its rich assets
and accessible infrastructure nationally and
internationally;

We will work with our partners and key national
funders to explore opportunities for sustained
collaborative investment in the county. We will
advocate that Staffordshire has a representative
share of funding allocated towards cultural projects
and initiatives; and

Through investment in our library service and
supporting our community managed libraries, we will
enrich the lives of local people.

Source Document(s)
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The Convention outlined the need to recognise landscape in
law to develop landscape policies dedicated to the protection,
management and creation of landscapes, and to establish
procedures for the participation of the general public and other
stakeholders in the creation and implementation of landscape
policies. It also encourages the integration of landscape into all
relevant areas of policy including cultural, economic and social
policies.

Specific measures include:

¢ Raising awareness of the value of landscapes among all
sectors of society and of society's role in shaping them;

e Promoting landscape training and education among
landscape specialists, other related professions and in
school and university courses;

¢ The identification and assessment of landscapes,

¢ Analysis of landscape change, with the active
participation of stakeholders;

e Setting objectives for landscape quality, with the
involvement of the public; and

¢ The implementation of landscape policies through the
establishment of plans and practical programmes.

National

(Para 187) Planning policies and decisions should contribute to
and enhance the natural and local environment by:

¢ Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of
biodiversity or geological value and soils (in a manner
commensurate with their statutory status or identified
quality in the development plan);

e Recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the
countryside, and the wider benefits from natural capital
and ecosystem services — including the economic and
other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural
land, and of trees and woodland; and

e Preventing new and existing development from
contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk from, or
being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of saill,
air, water or noise pollution or land instability.
Development should, wherever possible, help to
improve local environmental conditions such as air and
water quality, taking into account relevant information
such as river basin management plans.

The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we
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found it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that
ambition.

Chapter 2 of the Plan is titled ‘Recovering nature and
enhancing the beauty of landscapes’ and sets out key actions
as follows:

o Develop a Nature Recovery Network to protect and
restore wildlife and provide opportunities to reintroduce
species that we have lost from our countryside; and

¢ Conserve and enhance the natural beauty of our
landscapes by reviewing National Parks and AONBs
including assessing whether more are needed.

Source Document(s)

Local

The purpose of this report is to provide detail of Regional
Character Areas, and the landscape character types within
these.

Table 11: Soils, Water and Minerals

Message/lssue

International

Source Document(s)

The WFED divides the water environment into water bodies.

etc. The WFD requires that there is no deterioration in the
ecological health of water bodies and that water bodies should
achieve the ecological objectives set out in a River Basin
Management Plan.

Each country has to:

¢ Prevent deterioration in the ecological status and/or
potential of designated water bodies and of their
supporting elements, protect them and improve the
ecological condition of waters;

e Aim to achieve at least good status for all water bodies
and their associated elements by 2015. Where this is
not possible and subject to the criteria set out in the
Directive, aim to achieve good status by 2021 or 2027;

¢ Meet the requirements of Water Framework Directive
Protected Areas;

¢ Promote sustainable use of water as a natural resource;

e Conserve habitats and species that depend directly on
water;

These can include rivers, lakes, reservoirs, canals, groundwater
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e Progressively reduce or phase out the release of
individual pollutants or groups of pollutants that present
a significant threat to the aquatic environment;

e Progressively reduce the pollution of groundwater and
prevent or limit the entry of pollutants; and

e Contribute to mitigating the effects of floods and
droughts.

In 2022 it was proposed that the directive should be revised to
include additional pollutants and update the frequency by which
pollutants should be monitored.

National

The 2020 Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management
strategy sets out three long-term ambitions underpinned by
evidence about future risk and investment requirements. These
are:

o Climate resilient places — working alongside partners to
bolster resilience to flooding and coastal change at
present, and in the face of climate change;

o Today’s growth and infrastructure resilient in tomorrow’s
climate — ensuring the right investment and planning
decisions are made to secure sustainable growth and
environmental improvements, alongside infrastructure
resilient to flooding and coastal change; and

¢ A nation ready to respond and adapt to flooding and
coastal change — ensuring that local people understand
their risk to flooding and coastal change, and also their
responsibilities and how to take action when challenges
are presented.

(Para 187) The planning system should contribute to, and
enhance the natural and local environment by:

e Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of
biodiversity or geological value and soils (in a manner
commensurate with their statutory status or identified
quality in the development plan);

e Recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the
countryside, and the wider benefits from natural capital
and ecosystem services — including the economic and
other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural
land, and of trees and woodland; and

e Preventing new and existing development from
contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk from, or
being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil,
air, water or noise pollution or land instability.
Development should, wherever possible, help to
improve local environmental conditions such as air and
water quality, taking into account relevant information
such as river basin management plans

(Para 196) In addition, planning policies should ensure that:

o A site is suitable for its proposed use taking account of
ground conditions and any risks arising from land
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from natural hazards or former activities such as mining,
and any proposals for mitigation including land
remediation (as well as potential impacts on the natural
environment arising from that remediation);

e After remediation, as a minimum, land should not be
capable of being determined as contaminated land
under Part IlA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990;
and

¢ Adequate site investigation information, prepared by a
competent person, is available to inform these
assessments.

instability and contamination. This includes risks arising

Source Document(s)

Authorities and developers must comply with the requirements
of the Regulations.

The Act gives the Environment Agency a strategic overview of
flood risk management in England and upper tier authorities
responsibility for preparing and putting in place strategies to
manage flood risk from groundwater, surface water and
ordinary watercourses in their areas.

By 2030 at the latest, there is improved quality of the water
environment and the ecology which it supports; sustainably
managed risks from flooding; more effective management of
surface water and sustainable use of water resources.

The amended regulations relate to the duties in relation to the
collection of waste.

This document updates Groundwater Protection: Principles and
Practice (GP3). It contains position statements which provide
information about the Environment Agency’s approach to
managing and protecting groundwater. They detail how the
Environment Agency delivers government policy for
groundwater and adopts a risk-based approach where
legislation allows.

The primary aim of all of the position statements is the
prevention of pollution of groundwater and protection of it as a
resource. Groundwater protection is long term, so these
principles and position statements aim to protect and enhance
this valuable resource for future generations.

The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we
found it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that
ambition.

The plan includes ten key targets of which one focuses on
minimising water. The ‘Clean and Plentiful Water’ target aims to
improve at least three quarters of our waters to be close to their
natural state as soon as is practicable by:

¢ Reducing the damaging abstraction of water from rivers
and groundwater, ensuring that by 2021 the proportion
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of water bodies with enough water to support
environmental standards increases from 82% to 90% for
surface water bodies and from 72% to 77% for
groundwater bodies;

o Reaching or exceeding objectives for rivers, lakes,
coastal and ground waters that are specially protected,
whether for biodiversity or drinking water as per our
River Basin Management Plans;

e Supporting OFWAT’s ambitions on leakage, minimising
the amount of water lost through leakage year on year,
with water companies expected to reduce leakage by at
least an average of 15% by 2025; and

¢ Minimising by 2030 the harmful bacteria in our
designated bathing waters and continuing to improve
the cleanliness of our waters. We will make sure that
potential bathers are warned of any short-term pollution
risks.

This PPG advises on how planning can ensure water quality
and the delivery of adequate water and wastewater
infrastructure.

The Strategy’s vision: By 2030, all England’s soils will be
managed sustainably and degradation threats tackled
successfully. It highlights those areas which Defra will prioritise
and focus attention in tackling degradation threats, including:
better protection for agricultural soils; protecting and enhancing
stores of soil carbon; building the resilience of soils to a
changing climate; preventing soil pollution; effective soll
protection during construction and; dealing with contaminated
land.

The Environment Agency have published a number of
groundwater protection guides covering: requirements,
permissions, risk assessments and controls (previously covered
in GP3).

Section 83 requires all local authorities to consider the need to
conserve water. Any local plan needs to ensure that it is in

compliance with this legal requirement.

This document defines water stress, and what is considered
‘serious’ water stress. The document identifies Affinity Water
Ltd as a company operating under serious water stress.

This framework presents the national and regional picture on
water needs up to 2050. It takes into account factors such as
the rising population and climate change. It explains how any
and all regional plans, such as the combined South East water
resources management plan, will be assessed by the
Environment Agency.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69261/pb13297-soil-strategy-090910.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-technical-guidance/groundwater-protection-technical-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/groundwater-protection-technical-guidance/groundwater-protection-technical-guidance
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/37/section/83
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/37/section/83
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/37/section/83
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meeting-our-future-water-needs-a-national-framework-for-water-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meeting-our-future-water-needs-a-national-framework-for-water-resources
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/meeting-our-future-water-needs-a-national-framework-for-water-resources
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The objectives of the strategy document are:

To meet the statutory requirement to produce a written
strategy which outlines how the Council proposes to
implement its inspection duties under Part Il A of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990 within the context of
its local conditions and its own aims, objectives and
priorities.

To demonstrate how the approach the Council will adopt
meets the criteria in the statutory guidance

To demonstrate how the Council plans to identify and
mitigate health and environmental risks that are
unacceptable;

To outline the arrangements for liasing with adjacent
authorities;

To outline how the Council will provide information to the
Environment Agency and other stakeholders who
request information;

To provide a document as the basis for consultation with
members of the public, government organisations and
non-government organisations and to demonstrate the
Council’'s commitment to encourage Community
participation;

To demonstrate the Council’s commitment to
transparent, defensible and consistent decision making
by outlining how the Council intends to inspect its area
for contaminated land and how the council will act on
discovery of potentially contaminated sites;

To demonstrate how the Council’s resources will be
used cost-effectively;

To form the basis for the mechanism of reviewing and
updating the strategy and information on the state of
land;

To demonstrate the Council’'s commitment to look for a
better way of doing things;

To show that the Council will address technical and
management uncertainties in a transparent manner; and

To outline the Council’s procedures for:
- ldentifying land which it may have interest in itself;
- Obtaining and evaluating actual harm or pollution;

- ldentifying receptors and the possibility of whether
they are exposed to a contaminant;

- Collating existing information of possible sources of
contamination and effects;

- Liaison with other statutory bodies, land owners,
occupiers and interested parties;

Tamworth Borough
Council Statutory
Contaminated Land
Inspection Strategy, 2016
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- Responding to information/ complaints from member
of the public, business and other organisations; and

- Managing information collected.

The vision of the Action Management Plan is “To protect and
improve the quality, diversity, and resilience of the water
environment within the Tame Anker and Mease catchment for
the benefit of people and wildlife.”.

The Action Management Plan includes the following objectives
and measures:

e Improve WFD elements to help achieve specific
catchment WFD objectives:

- Atleast 10 waterbodies will have improved WFD
elements

e Deliver the Cole Valley Catchment Landscape Vision
and Love your River Cole to improve this urban
catchment. Use this approach as a blueprint for other
urban catchments:

- Kilometres/ hectares of improved natural
environment; and

- Number of people engaged with, including
volunteers.

e Deliver the River Blythe SSSI Restoration Plan to
improve this protected catchment:

- Kilometres / hectares of improved natural
environment; and

- Number of farm interventions, including STEPs
applications.

e Deliver the River Mease Restoration Plan:
- 20km river enhanced by 2023.

¢ Improved management of the wider environment
including: 1. Wildlife and habitat 2. Flooding 3. Greening
the Grey:

- Area of land under agri-schemes or Countryside
Stewardship;

- Habitat — Maintaining or enhancing the condition of
significant sites of importance;

- Hectares of land or km of river improved under NFM;
and

- Hectares of land or km or river improved in urban
environments Secure sufficient funding to deliver
priority projects across catchment.

o Secure sufficient funding to deliver priority projects
across catchment:

- Amount of funding secured by catchment partners;
and

- Number of projects successfully delivered.
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The plan outlines a range of challenges that will impact both on
supply of and demand for water:

Climate change — although some uncertainty about the
long-term impact remains, our models forecast longer,
drier summers and more extreme rainfall events in
winter;

Population - the population of our region is likely to grow
by a further 1.1 million people over the next 25 years,
and by 2.6 million people over the next 60 years. We
have forecast growth in non-household consumption
linked to population growth, and to economic
development in the region as part of the ‘levelling up’
ambitions of Government;

Leakage — currently around 21% of the water we put
into supply is lost through leakage. Our leakage
reduction activities reduced leakage by 62Ml/d (12.5%)
over the ten years between 2010 and 2020, and we are
on track to reduce by a further 15% by 2025. With likely
increased demand from a growing population, we need
to continue this work to make sure more of our water
reaches customers;

Value for customers - any change that needs investment
could mean higher bills for our customers. This needs to
be prioritised and scheduled to manage the impact and
represent best value in the long term; and

Environmental Improvement — reductions in the amount
of water we are allowed to abstract from the
environment to ensure we meet Water Framework
Directive needs and future environmental destination
ambition.

Source Document(s)

Responses to a drought include:

Restricting customers’ use of water, on average, no
more than three times every 100 years. This applies to
both temporary use bans and non-essential use bans. A
temporary use ban applies to household customers and
is similar to what we used to call a hosepipe ban. A non-
essential use ban applies to non-household customers,
for example commercial car washing or window cleaning
businesses

We consider that rota cuts / standpipes for our
customers are unacceptable. As we would only need to
consider using emergency measures in an extremely
severe drought we do not have a planned frequency for
them.

The South Staffs drought plan covers the South Staffs Water
area of operation and describes how the company will
‘continue, during a period of drought, to discharge our duties to
supply adequate quantities of wholesome water, with as little
recourse as possible to drought orders or drought permits”.
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The plan describes the actions South Staffs Water will take
before, during, and after a drought to manage water supplies
and reduce environmental impact. It introduces earlier triggers
for demand-saving measures, clearer communication for
customers, and prioritises reducing demand over increasing
abstraction. Lessons from the 2018 drought have been
incorporated, along with new sections on environmental
monitoring and mitigation. The plan has been tested against a
range of drought scenarios to ensure resilience and includes a
communication strategy to keep customers informed.

The South Staffs Water Final Water Resources Management
Plan (WRMP) 2024 sets out how the company will ensure a
sustainable and resilient water supply from 2025 to 2050. It
addresses key challenges including climate change, population
growth, and the region’s classification as an area of serious
water stress.

The plan prioritises demand management over new supply
infrastructure. Key targets include a 50% reduction in leakage,
reducing household water use to 110 litres per person per day,
and achieving universal smart metering by 2035. It also
supports government-led water labelling and aims to reduce
non-household consumption by 9% by 2038.

Customer engagement has shaped the plan, with strong
support for leakage reduction, environmental protection, and
fair billing. The plan aligns with national environmental goals
and includes adaptive pathways to respond to future
uncertainties. It has been tested against a range of scenarios
and is designed to deliver best value for customers and the
environment.

The Humber River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) sets
legally binding objectives for surface water bodies across
Tamworth—predominantly rivers and tributaries—to reach
‘Good Ecological Status’ (including chemical and biological
quality) by 2027 or as soon as possible. Specific actions tied to
individual water body objectives are defined within the RBMP’s
Catchment Data Explorer, allowing tracking of ecological
performance and restoration progress.

The Humber RBMP outlines several priority measures that
impact Tamworth’s water environment:

o Surface Water Flood Risk Management & Reduction
Plans: The plan includes a measure for Staffordshire
County Council to map, model, and develop surface
water reduction strategies to reduce local flood risk
across the Humber RBD, which covers Tamworth. This
includes targeting urban runoff and surface water
flooding in Tamworth’s catchment;

e Catchment-scale water quality interventions: Local
implementation is supported via Catchment-Based
Approach (CaBA) groups, such as the Tame Valley
Wetlands Landscape Partnership, which deliver river
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restoration, biodiversity enhancement, and pollution
mitigation initiatives in and around Tamworth.

The Tame, Anker and Mease Abstraction Licencing Strategy
outlines how the Environment Agency manages water
abstraction in these catchments to ensure sustainable use of
water resources whilst protecting the environment. The
strategy:

¢ |dentifies where water is available for new licences,
where restrictions apply, and where abstraction is not
permitted due to environmental sensitivity;

e Supports the objectives of the Water Framework
Directive and aims to prevent ecological deterioration by
maintaining river flows and groundwater levels; and

e Provides guidance for licence holders and applicants,
encourages water trading where appropriate, and
ensures that abstraction activities do not negatively
impact designated habitats or protected sites.

The new Minerals Local Plan for Staffordshire identifies suitable
land and provides the planning policies that will be used to
determine planning applications to develop Staffordshire’s
minerals resources during the period 2015 to 2030.

A Local Aggregate Assessment (LAA) is an annual assessment
of the demand for and supply of aggregates in a mineral
planning authority’s area.

Table 12: Waste

Message/lssue Source Document(s)

International

Waste must be managed without:
o Endangering human health;
e Harming the environment in particular;
- Water
Air
- Sall
- Plants
- Animals
e Causing a nuisance through noise or odours;

o Adversely affecting the countryside or places of special
interest.

Waste should be managed in line with the waste hierarchy:
e Prevent or reduce waste;
e Reuse;
e Recycle;
e Other recovery methods; and
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e Dispose.
The Waste Framework Directive was amended in 2019.
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National

Defines what constitute waste and sets out how it is to be
controlled and disposed of.

The Waste Management Plan for England is a high-level
document which is non-site specific. It provides an analysis of
the current waste management situation in England and
evaluates how it will support implementation of the objectives
and provisions of the Waste Regulations 2011.

To ensure that by 2035:

e The preparing for re-use and the recycling of municipal
waste is increased to a minimum of 65% by weight; and

¢ The amount of municipal waste landfilled is reduced to
10% or less of the total amount of municipal waste
generated (by weight).

To improve the environment and protect human health by
supporting a resource efficient economy, reducing the quantity
and impact of waste produced whilst promoting sustainable
economic growth.

The NPPF states that achieving sustainable development
includes minimising waste. It also states that strategic policies
should set out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and
design quality of place, and make sufficient provision for
infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, security, waste
management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and coastal
change management, and the provision of minerals and energy
(including heat)

Identifies key planning objectives, requiring planning authorities
to:

e Help deliver sustainable development through driving
waste management up the waste hierarchy.

o Ensure waste management is considered alongside
other spatial planning concerns.

¢ Provide a framework in which communities take more
responsibility for their own waste.

o Help secure the recovery or disposal of waste without
endangering human health and without harming the
environment.

e Ensure the design and layout of new development
supports sustainable waste management.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/811/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/811/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/811/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/955897/waste-management-plan-for-england-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/955897/waste-management-plan-for-england-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/955897/waste-management-plan-for-england-2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265022/pb14091-waste-prevention-20131211.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/364759/141015_National_Planning_Policy_for_Waste.pdf
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The 25 Year Environment Plan outlines the Government’s
ambition to leave our environment in a better state than we
found it and the steps proposed to take to achieve that
ambition.

The plan includes ten key targets of which one focuses on
minimising waste. This target includes aims to:

¢ Working towards our ambition of zero avoidable waste
by 2050;

e Working to a target of eliminating avoidable plastic
waste by end of 2042;

o Meeting all existing waste targets — including those on
landfill, reuse and recycling — and developing ambitious
new future targets and milestones;

e Seeking to eliminate waste crime and illegal waste sites
over the lifetime of this Plan, prioritising those of highest
risk. Delivering a substantial reduction in litter and
littering behaviour; and

¢ Significantly reducing and where possible preventing all
kinds of marine plastic pollution — in particular material
that came originally from land.

Source Document(s)

Th Environment Act 2021 introduces important changes to
waste and resource efficiency, including:

o Measures to reduce packaging waste
o Encouragement of re-use and recycling

¢ Changes to the way waste will be collected (e.g.:
recycling must be collected separately from other
household waste)

o Extending producer responsibility
e Setting a long term target for reducing residual waste

Local

The vision identified in the Circular Economy Routemap is: The
West Midlands circular economy will support the green
industrial revolution. It will contribute to sustainable, inclusive
growth, to the social economy and to a green recovery. The
region’s circular economy will make better use of resources,
generating more value and creating more jobs.

Three priority areas have been identified as part of the
Routemap:

e Circular manufacturing: The West Midlands has a
unique opportunity to drive the growth of a competitive
clean tech sector, support the decarbonisation of the
transport sector and optimise the use and re-use of
precious materials and metals through manufacturing;

e Circular construction: Distinctive opportunities exist in
unlocking brownfield sites, embedding circular design,
capitalising on new material innovations and leveraging
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existing initiatives; and

o Circular food: The West Midlands is a major food and
drink manufacturing hub and is home to diverse
community groups working on food issues. The region
can leverage this landscape to engage the entire food
supply chain to re-design its food system.

new delivery models, whilst building on the region’s

Source Document(s)

Staffordshire Waste Partnership (SWP) is made up of all ten
councils operating in Staffordshire; 8 Borough or District
Councils, Staffordshire County Council, and Stoke-on-Trent City
Council. The aim of Staffordshire Waste Partnership is to work
together to reduce waste, and maximise reuse, recovery, and
recycling. SWP aims to reduce the environmental impact of
disposal by recovering energy from any residual waste. SWP is
striving towards a zero waste economy, where all materials
have a purpose and avoid disposal of any kind.

Six key principles of the strategy have been identified:
e Waste prevention;
o Efficiency savings;
e Resource recovery;
e Carbon reduction;
e Infrastructure and contracts; and
¢ Municipal waste.

The Joint Waste Service (JWS) for Lichfield District Council and
Tamworth Borough Council contains four strategic objectives:

o Simplify recycling for residents:

- Make recycling easier and more accessible for
households; and

- Address common barriers to participation and
confusion.

o Drive up recycling rates:

- Aim to achieve a recycling rate of 50% by 2026/27
and 65% by 2035;

- Reduce tonnage of black bin waste in line with
Staffordshire wide targets;

- Introduce food waste and plastic film recycling; and

- Reduce contamination rates in recyclable materials.
e Enhance efficiency and reduce costs:

- Optimise collection routes costs and fuel usage;

- Maximise the use of technology and data-driven
decision-making; and

- Ensure the service is financially efficient.
e Support environmental sustainability:

- Align with government waste reduction targets and
carbon neutrality goals; and
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Encourage waste prevention and reuse initiatives
across the partnership area.

The long-term vision of the Plan to 2035 is:
e Achieve 65% recycling rate:

- Roll out new waste services and increase the range
of recyclable materials collected; and

- Regularly review and update educational materials
to reflect changes in recycling streams and
regulations.

o Work with partners to deliver efficient waste
infrastructure across Staffordshire:

- Work with Staffordshire authorities to ensure the
partnership and local communities can benefit from
an efficient waste infrastructure.

e Develop a greener fleet and service:

- Introduce greener fuels and technologies into the
waste fleet and service by 2035 to align with local
and national carbon neutrality targets.

e Demonstrate circular economy leadership:

- Position the joint waste service as a leader in waste
management innovation by sharing good practice
and hosting pilot programs for emerging
approaches.
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