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Basis of Report

This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ltd with reasonable skill, care and
diligence, and taking account of the timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement
with Tamworth Borough Council (the Client) as part or all of the services it has been
appointed to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment.

SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice,
recommendations and opinions in this document for any purpose by any person other than
the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third
party have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty.

Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data
collected by SLR, and/or information supplied by the Client and/or its other advisors and
associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.

The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of
guantities, calculations and other information set out in this report remain vested in SLR
unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.

This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and
the Client is advised to seek clarification on any elements which may be unclear to it.

Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied
upon in the context of the whole document and any documents referenced explicitly herein
and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.
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Acronyms and Abbreviations

Sustainability Appraisal (SA)

Glossary

A systematic process required by the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and incorporating
the requirements of the SEA Directive, aimed at
appraising the social, environmental and economic
effects of plan strategies and policies and ensuring
that they accord with the objectives of sustainable
development.

Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA)

A process required by EU Directive 2001/42/EC
(known as the SEA Directive) and the SEA
Regulations (Statutory Instrument No. 1633) for the
formal assessment of certain plans and
programmes which are likely to have significant
effects on the environment.

Habitats Regulations Assessment
(HRA)

An assessment in accordance with the Habitats
Regulations (The Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2010 (SI No. 2010/490)) to
ascertain the significance of potential impacts of a
plan on relevant European sites. The assessment
determines whether the plan would adversely affect
the integrity of the sites in terms of its nature
conservation objectives. Where negative effects are
identified, other options should be examined to
avoid any potential for damaging effects.

In Combination Effects

Where policies, plans or projects effecting the same
area might affect European sites in combination
with each other.

Local Plan

The Local Plan forms part of the statutory
development plan for the Borough and informs
decisions on planning applications.

National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF)

First published in March 2012, the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the
Government planning policies for England and how
these are expected to be applied. The NPPF is
supported by the National Planning Practice
Guidance (NPPG). The NPPF was most recently
updated in December 2024.

Policies Map

A map accompanying the Local Development
Framework (LDF) showing areas of protection and
identifying locations for land use and development
proposals included in the adopted Development
Plan Documents.

Green Belt

A designated area of open land around a city or
urban area where development is restricted in order
to limit urban sprawl, protect the natural
environment, preserve the character of rural
communities and encourage the regeneration of
urban land (brownfield sites).

Circular Economy

A circular economy is a regenerative system in
which resource input, waste, emissions, and energy
leakage are minimized by slowing, closing, and

v e
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narrowing material and energy loops. This is
achieved through long-lasting design, maintenance,
reuse, remanufacturing, refurbishment, recycling,
and composting.

vi 3:;
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1.0 Introduction

Tamworth Borough Council is preparing a Local Plan, to manage the future
development and growth of the area. It is intended that the plan will cover the period
between 2022 and 2043.

The Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan (TBCLP) will replace the existing
Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan 2006-2031 (adopted 2016)*. The Local Plan
will reflect relevant legislative requirements, as well as those of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF)? and National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)3.

The Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan will be subject to Sustainability Appraisal
(SA) ( ) SLR Consulting Ltd wil!/ be wor ki ncg
planning policy team to address Stage A of the SA process.

This Scoping Report is the first output of the SA. The purpose of the scoping stage is
to establish the scope and intended approach to the SA, so that the SA tests the
sustainability of the Local Plan using relevant and up to date information.

This Scoping Report provides baseline information on the environmental, social, and
economic characteristics of the plan area, including the likely evolution of the
baseline position which would occur without the plan. The Scoping Report also sets
out a methodology and framework for the assessment of the Local Plan and its
alternatives, as well as identifies the potential significant effects that the assessment
will need to focus on. It has been prepared for consultation with the statutory
consultees* and the key stakeholders (as follows) in order to agree the scope of the
SA:

1 Tamworth Borough Council Departments (climate change);

1 Neighbouring authorities (Lichfield District Council and North Warwickshire
Borough Council);

9 Staffordshire County Council Departments (sustainable transport, public
health, and education);

1 Staffordshire Wildlife Trust; and
1 NHS Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Integrated Care Board.

1.1 What is Sustainability?

International and national bodies have set out broad principles of sustainable
development. Resolution 42/187 of the United Nations General Assembly® defined

1 Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan 2006-2031
(Accessed 24/07/2025)

2 Department for Communities and Local Government, The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2024
(Accessed 23/05/25)

3 National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)
(Accessed 23/05/25)

4 Natural England, Environment Agency and Historic England
5 United Nations, General Assembly, Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, 1987

1 e


https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_docs/Local-Plan-2006-2031.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_docs/Local-Plan-2006-2031.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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sustainable development as 'meeting the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs'.

The UK Sustainable Development Strategy Securing the Future® sets out five
‘guiding principles' of sustainable development:

1 Living within the planet's environmental limits;

Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society;

1

1 Achieving a sustainable economy;
1 Promoting good governance; and
1

Using sound science responsibly.

The NPPF sets out the Government's planning policies for England and how these
are expected to be applied. The whole of the NPPF constitutes the Government's
view of what sustainable development in England means in practice for the planning
system. The NPPF states the planning system has three overarching objectives,
which are interdependent and need to be pursued in mutually supportive ways (so
that opportunities can be taken to secure net gains across the different objectives)’:

1 An Economic Obijective - to help build a strong, responsive and competitive
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right types is available in the
right places and at the right time to support growth, innovation and improved
productivity; and by identifying and coordinating the provision of infrastructure;

1 A Social Objective - to support strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by
ensuring that a sufficient number and range of homes can be provided to
meet the needs of present and future generations; and by fostering well-
designed, beautiful and safe places, with accessible services and open
spaces that reflect current and future ne
social and cultural well-being; and

1 An Environmental Objective - to protect and enhance our natural, built and
historic environment; including making effective use of land, improving
biodiversity, using natural resources prudently, minimising waste and
pollution, and mitigating and adapting to climate change, including moving to
a low carbon economy.

1.2 Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental
Assessment

SA of Development Plan Documents (DPDs) is required under Section 19 of the
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The SA must incorporate the
requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations). The SEA Regulations transpose the SEA
Directive (2001/42/EC) into English law and applies to a range of plans and
programmes, including DPDs. The purpose of the SEA Directive is to ensure a high

6 The UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy, Securing the Future, 2005
7 Department for Communities and Local Government, The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2024
(Accessed 23/07/25)

: e
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level of environmental protection and to integrate the consideration of the
environment into the preparation and adoption of plans, with a view to promoting
sustainable development. Within the context of local planning in England, it is
accepted practice to integrate the requirements of SA and SEA into a single
assessment process as set out in the NPPG (updated 2020)8.

The purpose of SA is to appraise the environmental, social and economic effects of
pl ans and programmes. The SA O0testingb
alternatives will help to develop the most sustainable policies and proposals as an
integral part of the plan's development. Guidance for SA sets out an objectives-led,
staged process. The Local Plan objectives, policies and development sites will be
appraised against a set of SA objectives to identify whether there is the potential for
significant effects (either positive or negative) and recommendations will be put
forward to mitigate any significant negative or uncertain effects.

8 National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)
(Accessed 23/07/25)

of
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal

Tamworth Borough Council 5 February 2026
Tamworth Borough Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Post Consultation Scoping Report

2.0 The Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan

2.1 Tamworth Borough

Tamworth Borough is a large market town located in the south-eastern corner of the
county of Staffordshire. It is one of ten Staffordshire authorities. The Borough falls
within the West Midlands region and is one of 18 authorities that make up the West
Midlands Combined Authority, of which Tamworth Borough is a non-constituent
member. It is situated 18 miles to the northeast of Birmingham and borders the local
authorities of Lichfield and North Warwickshire.

The Borough has a land area of approximately 31km?, making it one of the smallest
Boroughs in England, as highlighted in Figure 2-1. The Borough is also
predominately urban with much of the Borough already being developed (in some
instances up to the boundary), and greenfield land is limited.
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Figure 2-1: Tamworth , and its surrounding Local Planning Authorities
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2.2 Scope and Content of the Tamworth Borough Council Local
Plan

The TBCLP will replace the existing Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan 2006-
2031 (adopted 2016)°.

The TBCLP will form the development plan for the period 2022-2043. It will set out
an overall vision, key objectives and a spatial strategy for the Borough and will include
strategic policies accompanied by a range of detailed policies and proposals to support
this.

One of the key requirements for producing a new Local Plan will be to identify
sufficient land for housing, economic development and other uses to meet the
identified needs of the Borough, whilst at the same time ensuring that such land can
be readily brought forward for development, including to enable Tamworth Borough
Council to demonstrate a five-year supply of deliverable housing sites. In addition,
the plan will be expected to include policies to determine applications for
development proposals; to ensure new/enhanced infrastructure is delivered (i.e.
healthcare facilities, schools, community facilities) where appropriate; deliver
affordable housing, encourage good design; protect and enhance the natural, built,
and historic environment, as well as address the causes and impacts of climate
change, with the ultimate aim for achieving sustainable development.

The current Local Plan includes a local housing requirement of 250 dwellings per
annum, with 177 per annum to be delivered within Tamworth and the rest to be
delivered within the neighbouring areas of Lichfield and North Warwickshire. The
starting point for calculating housing need for the new Local Plan is the revised
standard method introduced in December 2024, meaning that the new Local Plan
will include a local housing requirement of 445 homes per annum. The annual
housing need proposed is therefore greater than the average annual delivery rate
over the past decades, as well as the availability of land. Tamworth Borough Council
has raised concerns that there may be a potential need to release Green Belt for
development, or to export housing need to neighbouring authorities through the duty
to co-operate process, in order to meet this target.

9 Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan 2006-2031
(Accessed 24/07/2025)


https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_docs/Local-Plan-2006-2031.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_docs/Local-Plan-2006-2031.pdf
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3.0 Approachtothe SA

3.1 SA Process and Requirements for Scoping
The SA process is presented in

Figure 3-1 and is based on guidance set out in Planning Practice guidance for SEA
and SA. As shown in

Figure 3-1, the SA and plan making processes will occur in tandem, with clear

Sustainability Appraisal Process Local Plan Preparation
Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the base Evidence gathering and
and deciding on the scope ¢ ’ engagement

1. Identify other relevant policies, plans and programmes and
sustainability objectives
2. Collect baseline information
3. Identify sustainability issues and problems
4. Develop the sustainability appraisal framework
5. Consult the consultation bodies on the scope of the sustainability
appraisal report
v

Stage B: Developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects Consult on Local Plan in

1. Test the Local Plan objectives against the appraisal framework preparation (Regulation 18 of th
2. Develop the Local Plan options including reasonable alternatives Town and Country Planning

3. Evaluate the likely effects of the Local Plan and alternatives (Local Planning)(England)

4. Consider ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising ben Regulations 2012)Consultation
effects may be undertaken more than ong
5. Propose measures to monitor the significant effects of implementi if the Local Planning Authority
the Local Plan considers necessary.

v v

Stage C: Prepare the Sustainability Appraisal Report

Prepare the publication version
of the Local Plan

A4 ‘

Stage D: Seek representations on the Sustainability Appraisal Ref Seek representations on the

from consultation bodies and the public publication Local Plan (regulatio

Assess modifications to plan made as a result of representations 19) from consultation bodies and
the public

v

Submit draft Local Plan and
supporting documents for
independent examination

v

Outcome of examination
Consider implication for SA/SEA
compliance

Local Plan Adopted

v #

Stage E: Post adoption reporting and monitoring Monitoring

1. Prepare and public post-adoption statement Monitor and report on the

2. Monitor significant effects of implementing the Local Plan implementation of the Local Plan
3. Respond to adverse effects

points of feedback between the two processes. Plan making is iterative; thus the
SA will also be an iterative process.
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Figure 3-1: Sustainability Appraisal Process 1°

This Scoping Report is a part of Stage A of the SA process (scoping) and fulfils the
requirements to'':

1 Identify environmental, social and economic issues and objectives contained
in other strategies, plans and programmes that are relevant to the Local Plan
area,;

1 Provide baseline information on the environmental, social, economic health
and equality characteristics of the area; and

1 Outline an appropriate framework for carrying out the SA, including objectives
and indicators, against which the effect of the plan options and policies will be
appraised, mitigated and monitored.

Stage A of the SA process is carried out in conjunction with evidence gathering and
engagement in the Local Plan preparation process.

The requirements of the SEA Regulations!? with regards to scoping are as follows:

1 Aiwhen deciding on the scope and | evel of
included in the [environmental] report, the responsible authority shall consult
the consultation bodieso ( Part 3, Paragraph 5); and

1T Awhere a consultation body wishes to resp
paragraph (5), it shall do so within the period of 5 weeks beginning with the

date on which it receives the responsible
consul tati omgraphg.Part 3, Par

These requirements will be met through the consultation on this report.
Scoping Methodology

The following text sets out the approach taken to complete the Stage A tasks
outlined in Figure 3-1.

10 *Adapted from Planning Practice Guidance: Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal

11 Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal
(Accessed 25/05/25)

12 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes (SEA) Regulations 2004
(Accessed 25/05/25)
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/580027/sea1_013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/1633/contents/made
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Task Al: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes, and
sustainability objectives

The legislative context in which the Local Plan is being prepared can best be
understood through a review of related policies, plans, and programmes (PPP).
The SEA Regulations require information on:

T Aan outline of t
of its relations
Paragraph 1); and

he contents and mai
hi

obj e

p with other relevant p

1T Athe environment al protection objectives,

Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or
programme and the way those objectives and any environmental

considerations have been taken into account duringitspr epar at i ono

2, Paragraph 5).

The review process ensures that the new Local Plan complies with existing PPP at
international, national and regional levels of governance and also reinforces and
supports local plans and strategies. The process entails identifying and reviewing
those PPP and environmental protection objectives that are directly relevant to the
Local Plan (focusing on social, economic, health and equalities matters). Carrying
out this review at an early stage of plan development allows for any inconsistencies
or constraints within the new Local Plan to be addressed. It also provides the
context for the SA and informs the development of the SA framework (see Chapter
17 of this report).

For practical reasons, the scoping task of identifying related PPP cannot yield an
exhaustive or definitive list of legislative/non-legislative documents. The review has
been focused to ensure that only policies that are current and have direct relevance
to the Local Plan are reviewed. In some cases, where lower-level plans include the
objectives set out at a national or international level, then the national and
international plans have not been included.

An outline of relevant PPP and their objectives is provided in Appendix A and a
summary of the key messages / objectives is provided in Table 4-1 (see Chapter 4
of this report).

Task A2: Collecting baseline information
The SEA Regulations?® require a description of the following to be presented:

13 Schedule 2 of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 2004

(Sch
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1T Athe relevant aspects of the current stat
evolution thereof without i mplementation
2, Paragraph 2);

T Athe environment al characteristics of are
(Schedule 2, Paragraph 3); and

T Athe |likely significant effects on the en

biodiversity; (b) population; (c) human health; (d) fauna; (e) flora; (f) soil; (g)
water; (h) air; (i) climatic factors; (j) material assets; (k) cultural heritage,
including architectural and archaeological heritage; (I) landscapeo(Schedule
2, Paragraph 6).

Baseline data enables a characterisation of the plan area to be developed,
including the sensitivity of the environment. Gaining an understanding of this
information allows the impacts of the plan to be assessed and its performance to
be monitored after adoption. Baseline information can put the plan area into context
in relation to a national or regional situation or in relation to adjacent areas.

It is therefore necessary to collect sufficient information about the current baseline
state of Tamworth and to predict the future environmental and socio-economic
trends to allow effects to be adequately predicted and monitored. The detailed
baseline information has been compiled in a series of topics in line with published
guidance'* to include comparators, targets, trends, and indicators.

The following twelve chapters (Chapters 5 to 16 of this report) set out the current
data (including historic and future trends), the evolution of the baseline without the
plan, key sustainability issues and data gaps for each topic. Data gaps identify
information which is missing, limited or, for example, studies which are due to be
updated or published in the future. Data has been collated from published sources
available at the time of writing this Scoping Report. It is worth noting that whilst
every effort has been made to collate all data of relevance, the data presented is not
exhaustive due to time constraints.

Task A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems

Through consideration of the baseline data and the evolution of the baseline
without the plan, a set of key sustainability issues have been identified at the end of
each of the topic chapters.

Task A4: Developing the SA assessment framework

The preparation of this Scoping Report has culminated in the presentation of an SA
Framework of objectives (in Chapter 17 of this report), against which the Local Plan

14 A practical guide to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive 2005 ODPM ISBN 1851127887
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and its reasonable alternatives will be tested. Further details of how the SA
Framework has been developed can be found in Chapter 17 and in Appendix B.

Engagement on Tasks Al to A4

During September 2025, a series of engagement interviews were conducted with
key representatives from Tamworth Borough Council, Staffordshire County Council,
and Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Integrated Care Board in order to make the
scoping exercise more informed and robust for use by Tamworth Borough Council.

The engagement covered a range of thematic areas including economic
development and regeneration, health, education, transport, environmental health,
climate change, ecology, and the historic environment. A one-hour virtual meeting
was held with each group of stakeholders, during which we presented the current
draft of the Scoping Report. This included an overview of the baseline data,
identified sustainability issues, and any existing data gaps. Stakeholders were
invited to provide feedback on the completeness and relevance of the information
presented, including suggestions for any additional content or areas for expansion.
We also sought their views on the draft SA framework to ensure it was robust and
fit for purpose. Following this engagement, the Scoping Report was updated to
incorporate additional baseline data and sustainability issues, which would not
have been identified had the engagement not taken place. Minor amendments
were also made to the language within the SA framework to make it more relevant
to local issues. Information added to the Scoping Report from the engagement
exercise is shown throughout the report in red text.

A5: Consulting on the scope of the  SA

This Scoping Report for the new Tamworth Borough Council Local Plan was
consulted on for a period of 5 weeks. Comments received on the Scoping Report
were used to prepare a post-consultation version of the Scoping Report and to
finalise the SA Framework and inform the next stages of the SA. Information added
to the Scoping Report from the consultation exercise is shown throughout the
report in underlined text.

3.2 Structure of this Report

The SEA Regulations set out topics which must be considered in a SEA and Table
3-1 demonstrates where these are covered by the topics adopted for this SA.

Table 3-1: Tamworth Borough New Local Plan SA Topics Compared with SEA
Topics

SA Topics Adopted for this | SEA Regulations Topics Required to be Considered

Assessment

Economy & Employment Not required by SEA regulations
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Tamworth Borough Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal

SA Topics Adopted for this

Assessment
Population & Equalities

SEA Regulations Topics Required to be Considered

Population

Health

Human Health

Housing

Material Assets

Transport & Accessibility

Material Assets

Air, Noise & Light

Air

Climatic Factors

Climatic Factors

Biodiversity, Geodiversity,
Flora & Fauna

Biodiversity, flora and fauna

Cultural Heritage

Cultural heritage, including architectural and
archaeological

Landscape and Townscape

Landscape

Soils, Water & Minerals

Water
Soll

Waste

Not required by SEA regulations

5 February 2026
Post Consultation Scoping Report

4.0
4.1

This chapter discusses the policy context in which the Tamworth Borough Local Plan
is being prepared.

Review of Policies, Plans and Programmes

Introduction

A detailed outline of the policy documents, the objectives and the targets reviewed is
set out in Appendix A. Table 4-1 below outlines the key messages of the PPP.

The key messages provide a summary of the PPP review and have been used to
inform an SA Framework of objectives and sub-objectives which will guide the
subsequent appraisal process (see Chapter 17).

4.2 Summary of Key Messages

Table 4-1 sets out the key messages drawn from the review of PPP. The messages
presented in Table 4-1 are reflected within the detailed proposed SA Framework
which can be found in Appendix B. A simplified version of the proposed SA
Framework can be found in Chapter 17 of this document.

Table 4-1: Key Messages of the PPP

SA Topic
Economy and | q
Employment

Key Messages from Review
Planning policies should set criteria for or identify strategic sites for local and

inward investment and seek to address potential barriers to investment.
1 Planning policies should be flexible enough to accommodate needs not
anticipated in the plan, allowing for new and flexible working practices.




Tamworth Borough Council 5 February 2026
Tamworth Borough Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Post Consultation Scoping Report

SA Topic |

Key Messages from Review

1 Support economic growth and productivity across Tamworth, having regard
to local policies for economic development and regeneration, particularly in
Lower Gungate.
1 Encourage long term investment in economic capital, including
infrastructure, skills and knowledge.
1 Promote a dynamic economy that encourages innovation and diversification.
1 Encourage the use of previously developed land.
1 Create jobs and prosperity.
9 Secure investment to deliver world class infrastructure and connectivity.
1 Provide a balanced mix of town centre uses across the Borough.
1 Regenerate Tamworth town centre and transform it into a vibrant centre.
1 Boost the visitor economy (including the tourism and nightlife economy).
Population 1 Ensure fair and equal access to services and support irrespective of race,
gnd . religion, sex, age, sexual orientation, disability, gender reassignment,
qualities marriage and civil partnership,  socio-economic  status  or
pregnancy/maternity.
Provide opportunities for members of the community to mix and meet.
Ensure an integrated approach to housing and community facilities and
services.
1 Improve social mobility and reduce social exclusion.
1 Tackle poverty and inequality.
1 Reduce crime and help residents feel safe.
Health 1 Planning policies should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places.
1 Improve accessibility to health services.
1 Improve public health and wellbeing by providing effective support for mental
and physical health issues.
Connect people with nature.
Deliver high quality open spaces that meet the needs of local residents and
are accessible to all.
1 Promote healthier lifestyles and reduce obesity.
1 Increase the proportion of people regularly exercising by prioritising active
travel in the design of new development.
1 Support all residents to live independently.
Housing T Meet future housing need. The NPPF requires local authorities to use their

evidence base to ensure that their Local Plan meets the full, objectively
assessed needs for market and affordable housing in the housing market
area, and is informed by agreements with other authorities, so that unmet
need from neighbouring areas is accommodated where it is practical to do
so and is consistent with achieving sustainable development, as far as is
consistent with the policies set out in the NPPF, including identifying key
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SA Topic |

Key Messages from Review
sites which are critical to the delivery of the housing strategy over the plan

period.

1 Ensure that housing growth requirements are accommodated in the most
sustainable way.

1 Enable housing growth and deliver a mix of high-quality housing of varying
size and tenure in order to meet local family housing needs.

1 Ensure there is an adequate number of affordable housing.

1 Reduce the number of empty homes.

1 Provide a mix of housing that will be attractive to older people and those with
care needs, including new mixed tenur
housing.

1 Ensure there is an adequate supply of adapted households, specifically
wheelchair user dwellings.

1 Reduce homelessness.

;r%nSport 1 Make the fullest possible use of public transport and active travel (walking
Accessibility and cycling); make cycling and walking a natural choice for shorter journeys.

1 Encourage sustainable transport and reduce the need to travel.

1 Create places that are safe, secure and attractive which minimise the scope
for conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles.

1 Contribute to tackling climate change by developing and promoting low
carbon travel choices.

1 Support the move to low emission vehicles.

1 Have an integrated, well managed and inclusive rights of way and access
network.

1 Local planning authorities should support the expansion of electronic vehicle
networks.

Air, Noise & | Ensure that air quality is maintained or enhanced and that emissions of air
Light pollutants are kept to a minimum.

1 Reduce air pollution contributions by developing and promoting low-carbon
travel choices.

1 Minimise pollution and other adverse effects on the local and natural
environment.

1 Limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light, and noise pollution from
development, on local amenity and nature conservation.

Climatic 1 Continue to cut greenhouse gas emissions in order to mitigate the climate
Factors emergency declared by Tamworth Borough Council.

1 Promote low carbon economies and adopt proactive strategies to mitigate
carbon emissions in line with the Climate Change Act; achieve a 100%
reduction by 2050.

1 Increase resilience to climate change impact through the location, mix and

design of development.
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SA Topic |

Key Messages from Review

1 Reduce the need to travel and provide sustainable transport to help mitigate
climate change by reducing emissions.

1 Support energy efficiency and other sustainability improvements (such as
the re-use of buildings) in order to improve the resilience of homes and
buildings to climate change.

1 Encourage the provision of renewable energy.

1 Include natural flood management (e.g. Sustainable Urban Drainage
Systems) where possible to provide additional benefits to residents (such as
biodiversity enhancement) compared to traditional hard engineered flood
solutions.

1 Avoid development in areas of flood risk.

1 Improve flood awareness and emergency planning.

1 Support adaptive water resource management to respond to climate change
and increasing demand.

1 Maximise the potential of Green Infrastructure in providing climate change
mitigation.

g‘gggs:g%ﬁ 1 Identify, protect and enhance biodiversity and ecological corridors, including
Flora & international, national and local designated sites (statutory and non-
Fauna statutory), protected and priority species, habitats and wildlife networks.

1 Minimise impacts on biodiversity and provide net gains in biodiversity in line
with NPPF and the Environment Act 2021.

1 Recognise the wider benefits of ecosystem services.

1 Biodiversity creation and enhancement in and around development should
be designed at the landscape level and led by local understanding.

1 Maintain and restore priority habitats, including lowland woodzasture and
parkland, heathlands, wetlands, woodlands, rivers, and speciesZich
farmland, to ensure future resilience.

1 Create buffer zones around high-quality habitats.

1 Maximise the potential of Green Infrastructure within urban and rural areas
to reduce the impact of climate change and act as stepping stones within the
ecological networks.

1 Protect and enhance natural greenspace with regards to its cultural and
public connection, and its accessibility.

1 Maintain and enhance geodiversity through the management of sites, areas
and wider landscapes.

1 Increase recognition of our geodiversity in development policies.

1 Restore and enhance waterbodies to improve biodiversity.

1 Provide public education on biodiversity and the value of local habitats.

Cultural i Conserve and enhance the significance of international, national and local
Heritage designated and non-designated heritage assets, including locally significant

historic buildings and heritage assets and their settings.
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SA Topic |
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Key Messages from Review
Conserve and enhance historic character and local distinctiveness.

| mprove the condition of heritage
Maintain and enhance access to cultural heritage assets.

Ensure development in or adjacent to Conservation Areas or Listed buildings
(and their settings) respects their character and context and enhances the
quality of the built environment.

Preserve and enhance the significance of Conservation Areas in Tamworth
Borough.

Ensure that any alterations or repairs to traditional buildings preserve and
where possible, improve the character and appearance of the building.
Promote the use of sustainable materials.

Protect the historic environment for the benefit of our own and future
generations.

Maximise the economic and social impact of heritage and to ensure that
current and future generations can enjoy and benefit from it.

Landscape
and
Townscape

Maintain and enhance the overall quality and diversity of landscape
character across the Borough.

Seek to promote or reinforce local distinctiveness.

Protect and enhance valued landscapes, biological and geological
conservation interests and soils.

Recognise the wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services.
Conserve and enhance the natural beauty of landscapes.

Seek to protect Green Belt across the Borough where possible.

Soils, Water
& Minerals

= =4 =4 4 -4 A8 _—a _a _a a2 -2

Sustainably manage soils.

Protect soil quality and avoid soil pollution, particularly during construction.
Encourage the use of previously developed (brownfield) land.

Remediate land contamination.

Prevent pollution of groundwater.

Ensure that water quality is improved or maintained where possible.
Ensure national and localised water quality and wastewater targets are met.
Promote the effective delivery of adequate water and wastewater
infrastructure.

Improve water efficiency and minimise the amount of water lost through
leakage.

Promote sustainable and water efficient development.

Promote the efficient supply and use of minerals.

Waste

Ensure the design and layout of new development supports sustainable
waste management.

Manage waste in line with the waste hierarchy.

Meet national, regional and localised waste targets including those on
landfill, reuse and recycling.
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SA Topic |

T

Key Messages from Review
Provide protection to the local environment and residents, whilst ensuring

the provision of waste management facilities in accordance with Government
policy and societybs needs.

Encourage and support the Circular Economy where possible.

Promote the use of sustainable materials.
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5.0 Economy and Employment

5.1 Baseline

5.1.1 Employment Rates

Within the Borough, 77.8% of the working population (16-64 years) was
economically active between January 2024 and December 2024. This is slightly
lower than the average across Staffordshire (80.2%), but similar to the average
across the West Midlands (77.4%) and Great Britain (78.5%)%°.

Unemployment rates within the Borough stood at 3.3% in 20236, which is lower than
the average for Great Britain (3.7%), but higher than Staffordshire (1.2%). As
shown in Table 5-1, unemployment rates in Tamworth have fluctuated over time, but
are currently the lowest they have been in recent years. Unemployment rates for
Staffordshire and Great Britain follow similar patterns.

Table 5-1: Change in Unemployment Rates in Tamworth Over Time 18

Tamworth (%) Staffordshire (%) Great Britain (%)
2005 4.0 3.2 4.9
2008 53 4.4 5.7
2011 10.0 8.1 8.0
2014 4.3 4.7 6.2
2017 3.8 4.1 4.4
2020 4.7 5.3 4.7
2023 3.3 1.2 3.7

There is a significant proportion (22.4%) of working age residents in the Borough
who are unemployed and have never worked. This figure is significantly higher than
the national average, however, is not dissimilar to the figures for neighbouring
authorities, such as North Warwickshire (21.2%) and Lichfield (18.5%)?°.

As highlighted by , Tamworth is expected to experience a large
increase in resident age between 2021 and 2043 (a predicted increase of 73.7%
within the 81 years and over age group), and minimal increases to the young,

15 Nomis: Labour Market Profile - Tamworth
(Accessed 29/09/2025)

16 ONS Labour Market Overview - Tamworth
(Accessed 04/08/2025)

17 Varbes: Economy of Staffordshire (Accessed 04/08/2025)

18 Nomis: Labour Market Profile - Tamworth
(Accessed 29/09/2025)

19 ONS Census Maps (Accessed 22/07/2025)


https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/report.aspx
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/labourmarketlocal/E07000199/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/labourmarketlocal/E07000199/
https://www.varbes.com/economy/staffordshire-economy
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/subreports/ea_time_series/report.aspx?
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/subreports/ea_time_series/report.aspx?
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/work/employment-history/has-ever-worked/not-in-employment-never-worked?lad=E07000199
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working age population (21-30 years). This will subsequently mean that a significant
proportion of the population within the Borough will not be of working age.
5.1.2 Number of Jobs and Sectors of Employment

In 2022 there were a total of 29,400 jobs in Tamworth. Between 2017 and 2022, the
total number of jobs in the Borough grew by 3%2°. The job density is therefore 0.65
jobs per working-age person?!. This is lower than the average job density across
Staffordshire (0.80) and Great Britain (0.88).

During 2024, a total of 1,688 enterprises in Tamworth posted 12,132 job vacancies.
The median salary of these vacancies was £28,00022. This is lower than the regional
and national averages (£33,003 and £35,106 respectively).

Tamworth has held a steady level of apprenticeships between 2017 and 2022, at
approximately 550. The number of higher level apprenticeships has doubled during
this time period however. The most common apprenticeships are within business,
administration and law (31%), and health, public services and care (27%)?23.

The Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment (2025) identifies a
requirement for up to 1,900 new jobs in Tamworth by 2043, supported by a mix of
manufacturing and logistics uses.

The leading sectors of employment for people living in Tamworth include:
Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles (23.3%);
Manufacturing (13.3%);

Administrative and support service activities (10.0%);

Transportation and storage (7.5%);

Education (6.7%);

Human health and social work activities (5.8%);

Professional, scientific and technical activities (5.8%);

= =2 =2 =2 A A A -

Construction (5.8%); and

=

Accommodation and food services activities (5.8%).

5.1.3 Average Weekly Earnings

Average weekly earnings in 2024 for people who work full time in Tamworth were
lower than the average in Staffordshire and across Great Britain, as shown in Table
5-224, They were also lower than in neighbouring authorities of Lichfield and North
Warwickshire, suggesting that it is more economically advantageous to work outside

20 (Accessed 30/09/25)
21 (Accessed 30/09/25)
22 (Accessed 30/09/25)
23 (Accessed 30/09/25)

24 Nomis: Labour Market Profile - Tamworth (Accessed 31/07/2025)
(Accessed 31/07/2025)


https://www.staffsjobscareers.com/media/rf0h4hhu/tamworth-locality-profile-2024.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.staffsjobscareers.com/media/rf0h4hhu/tamworth-locality-profile-2024.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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of the Borough. Average weekly earnings for male residents were significantly higher
compared to female residents in the Borough.

Table 5-2: Average Weekly Earnings (£), 2024 2°

Tamworth Lichfield North Staffordshire | Great Britain
Warwickshire
Full time 685.40 792.30 727.70 715.60 729.80
Male full time |724.30 814.50 736.40 754.10 777.50
Eemale full 610.90 744.60 694.30 669.20 673.20
time

As shown in Table 5-3, average weekly earnings have increased over time in the
Borough. This is particularly the case for female full-time workers, who have
experienced a £252.10 increase in average weekly earnings between 2009 and
2024. In comparison, men experienced a £198.30 increase. This has meant that the
gender pay gap in the Borough has reduced from a £167.20 difference per week
between male and female full time average weekly earnings, to a £113.40 difference.

Table 5-3: Change in Average Weekly Earnings in Tamworth Over Time (E) %6

2009 2012 2015 2018 2021 2024
Full time 465.70 480.80 478.90 520.70 559.50 685.40
Male full 526.00 535.80 529.40 559.50 619.60 724.30
time
Female full |358.80 356.30 420.90 486.60 479.80 610.90
time
514 Skills

A large majority of the job vacancies in Tamworth are low skilled employment
opportunities. This is due to adult skill levels being well below the average?’. As
highlighted in Section 6.1.8, residents in Tamworth have much lower qualification
levels than regionally and nationally, with only 21.9% of the population having Level
4 or higher qualifications. As a result of this, the business survey contained within the
Tamworth Economic Development Strategy Action Plan (2025)?2 highlighted that the
biggest workforce challenge identified by business was being unable to recruit
people with the right skills. This is a significant issue as the survey also identified that

25 Nomis: Labour Market Profile - Tamworth
(Accessed 31/07/2025)

26 Average Weekly Earnings in Tamworth Over Time

(Accessed 29/09/25)
27 (Accessed 30/09/25)
28 (Accessed 30/09/25)
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https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/report.aspx#tabearn
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/report.aspx#tabearn
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/subreports/asher_time_series/report.aspx?
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/subreports/asher_time_series/report.aspx?
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
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the top factor positively influencing businesses in Tamworth is good skills among
staff.

5.1.5 Standard Occupation Classification

Major Group 8-9

Major Group 6-7

Major Group 4-5

Standard Occupation Classification

Major Group 1-3

o

10 20 30 40 50 60
Percentage (%)

m Great Britain Staffordshire = Tamworth

Figure 5-1: Employment by Standard Occupation Classification Group within
Tamworth, Staffordshire and Great Britain 2930

29 The SOC was used in Figure 5-1 as a result of sample size numbers being too small for reliable estimates of

more specific job descriptions.
3¢
21

30 Nomis Labour Market Profiles
(Accessed 22/07/2025)


https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/report.aspx#supply
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As highlighted in

Major Group 8-9

Major Group 6-7

Major Group 4-5

Standard Occupation Classification

Major Group 1-3

o

10 20 30 40 50 60
Percentage (%)

m Great Britain Staffordshire m Tamworth

Figure 5-1, the most common Standard Occupation Classification (SOC) Group in
Tamworth between April 2024 and March 2025 was Major Group 1-3 (managers,
directors and senior officials; professional occupations; and associate professional
occupations). Of this group, the majority of people work in professional occupations.
However, despite SOC Major Group 1-3 being the most common employment sector
in Tamworth, the percentage of workers in this sector is 37.3% which is below the
county (49.1%), regional (49.8%) and national average (53.0%)3.

Tamworthos rates of empl o-9 @&70)areiraughB OC Maj or
double that of Staffordshire (15.1%), the West Midlands (16.8%) and Great Britain

(14.7%), with a similar split share across employment in SOC 8 (process plant and

machine operatives) (14.7%), and SOC 9 (elementary occupations) (16.1%).

Employment rates in the SOC Major Group 4-5 (16.3%), representing administrative

and secretarial occupations alongside skilled trade jobs, are similar to those in SOC

Major Group 6-7 (15.6%), which includes catering, leisure and other service

occupations as well as sales and customer service roles. However, the percentage

of Tamwort hos wobisklf7% loweethan the ngtioral average and

conversely 1.3% higher than the national average for SOC 6-7.

5.1.6 Enterprises

In 2024, there were 2,220 enterprises located within Tamworth Borough. This
equates to 282 businesses per 10,000 persons. This is below the county (371

31 Nomis Labour Market Profiles
(Accessed 04/08/2025)
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businesses per 10,000 persons), regional (323 businesses per 10,000 persons) and
national (407 businesses per 10,000 persons) averages®.

86.5% of the 2,220 enterprises employ fewer than ten people. In 2024, the
proportion of micro, small, medium and large enterprises within Tamworth was
similar to the average across Staffordshire (89.0%, 9.0%, 1.5% and 0.4%
respectively)33. As shown in Table 5-4, the number of each type of enterprise (micro,
small, medium and large) has not changed drastically between 2012-2024.

Table 5-4: Type of Enterprises in Tamworth 34

Micro (%) Small (%) Medium (%) ‘ Large (%)

2012 85.4 12.1 2.1 0.4
2015 86.2 11.5 2.0 0.3
2018 87.5 10.6 1.7 0.2
2021 86.9 10.8 1.9 0.4
2024 86.5 11.0 2.0 0.5

In 2023, business start-ups accounted for approximately 10.3% o f Tamwor t hds
enterprises. This was slightly below regional (11.2%) and national levels however

(11%), which has been a continued trend since 2018%. Between 2018 and 2023

business deaths have risen by 2% from approximately 9% o f Tamwort hds ent e
to around 11%. The rate of business closures in 2023 was below regional (12.5%)

levels, however above national levels (10.7%).

Despite over 10énterprises Bemgnstad-ups, thé lsusiness survey
contained within the Tamworth Economic Development Strategy Action Plan
(2025)%¢ highlighted that there is a need for more good quality units for start-ups,
especially within the retail and industrial sectors, as well as office space for small
and medium sized businesses, and large-scale warehousing and manufacturing
space. The lack of warehousing and manufacturing space is a consequence of a
lack of ability to expand or invest in existing units. This has meant that the stock of
available units is low and is typically older than units than can be found elsewhere.
This has led to a large number of businesses moving outside of the Borough to
operate in newer and larger units.

As shown in Table 5-5, the most common sector for enterprises in Tamworth to be
located in was distribution and hospitality (30.1%), followed by banking, finance and
insurance (19.2%), and public admin, education and health (15.0%). These
industries are consistent with the regional average. There are very few agriculture,

32 (Accessed 30/09/25)

33 Nomis Labour Market Profiles: Tamworth
(Accessed 04/08/2025)

34 Nomis Labour Market Profiles: Tamworth
(Accessed 29/09/25)

35 (Accessed 30/09/25)
36 (Accessed 30/09/25)


https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/report.aspx?town=tamworth
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/report.aspx?town=tamworth
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/subreports/idbr_time_series/report.aspx?
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157180/subreports/idbr_time_series/report.aspx?
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
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fishing, energy and water enterprises within the Borough (0.5%), following a fall in
these enterprises over the last six years®’.

Table 5-5: Total Employment by Industry (%) (2024)

Tamworth Staffordshire West Midlands Great Britain
Agriculture, 0.5 2.0 2.1 1.9
fishing, energy
and water
Manufacturing 13.7 114 10.1 7.5
Construction 6.0 5.8 4.4 4.8
Distribution and | 30.1 25.4 22.8 21.5
hospitality
Transport and 11.2 10.0 9.0 9.5
communications
Banking, finance |19.2 17.0 20.6 23.2
and insurance
Public admin, 15.0 23.6 26.7 27.1
education and
health
Other services 4.3 4.7 4.4 45

The Tamworth Economic Development Strategy Action Plan (2025)2® highlights that
manufacturing and transport and communications could be key areas for economy

growth, due to being the I ndusgbodtramsportmost ben
links/corridors.

Staffordshire County Council offers a number of support programmes to businesses
in Tamworth, including®®:

1 Get started and grow: funded packages of support in marketing, social media,
HR, finance and legal advice for small businesses up to five years old;

9 Start-up loans: interest free loans of £3,000 to £5,000 available for businesses
up to five years old;

1 My own boss: fully funded business coaches who can offer support to those
thinking of starting their own businesses but do not know where to start; and

1 Staffordshire jobs and careers: fully funded, managed recruitment service for
businesses of all sizes in Staffordshire.

37 (Accessed 30/09/25)
38 (Accessed 30/09/25)

39
1
24


https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
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5.1.7 Commuting Patterns

As highlighted by Table 5-6, distances travelled to work by Tamworth residents is
widely varied. The majority of workers that travel for work commute out of the
Borough (40.0%), while around a quarter of residents (24.7%) remain within the
Borough. These commuting patterns reflectt h e B o rswategidldaraion and its
strong links to nearby employment centres such as Birmingham, Lichfield, and North
Warwickshire*?, There is a greater number of people who travel from Tamworth to
nearby areas for work compared to the number of people who travel into the
Borough?!. According to the most recent census, 4,823 people commuted to North
Warwickshire, followed by Birmingham (2,857 people) and Lichfield (2,419 people).
The largest movement into Tamworth was 1,661 people from Lichfield, followed by
North Warwickshire (1,629 people) and Birmingham (1,228 people).

outlines details of the methods of transport used to commute to work
by Borough residents.

Table 5-6: Distance Travelled to Work (2021)

Distance %
Within Tamworth 24.7
In other Staffordshire Districts 9.2
In Stoke on Trent 0.1
In West Midlands 12.2
Work from Home 35.3
Other 18.5
40 WMCA: West Midlands Futures (Accessed 30/07/2025)
41 ONS: Visualising people flows (Accessed 21/10/2025)


https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/ondaaslh/economic-geographies-of-the-west-midlands.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusorigindestination/
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Figure 5-2: Key Economic Areas in  Tamworth
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5.1.8 Town and Local Centres

The town centre is highly important to the overall perception of Tamworth, due to the

small size of the Borough. The business survey contained within the Tamworth

Economic Development Strategy Action Plan (2025)*? highlighted that businesses

within the Borough consider the town centre
economy, due to a lack of new development and support for businesses currently

within the town centre.

Within Tamworth town centre, retail provision is characterised by a mix of traditional
high street units and larger format stores, including Ankerside Shopping Centre. The
shopping centre has drastically declined in recent years, with a large amount of
floorspace adjoining the Castle Grounds being vacant. Tamworth Borough Council
are in the process of deciding how to manage the Shopping Centre.. There is
currently no identified capacity for significant new comparison or convenience retalil
floorspace within the town centre, with future demand likely to be met through
repurposing existing units, infill development, and extensions to established
premises. Within Tamworth town centre there is expected to be capacity of 11,000m?
of gross comparison retail floorspace in 202643,

Retail provision is also supported by nearby out-of-centre retail destinations such as
Ventura Retail Park. While Ventura Retail Park remains a key driver of footfall, its
dominance has contributed to a decline in the vitality of the historic town centre,
which has experienced increasing vacancy rates and a shift away from comparison
retail. This trend reflects broader structural changes in consumer behaviour,
including the sustained growth of online shopping and evolving retailer business
models.

As highlighted in Table 5-7 below, the town centre is supported by a network of nine
local centres, each with different levels of viability*4.

Table 5-7: Tamworth's Local Centres

Local Centre ’ Description

Fontenaye Road, Coton | Contains between 5-7 facilities (okay levels of viability)
Green

Masefield Drive, Contains between 5-7 facilities (okay levels of viability)
Leyfields

Amington Road, Contains between 5-7 facilities (okay levels of viability)
Bolehall

Caledonian Centre, Contains 10 or more facilities (strong levels of viability)
Glascote

High Street, Dosthill Contains between 5-7 facilities (okay levels of viability)
42 (Accessed 30/09/25)

43 Tamworth Town centre & Retail Study 2024
(Accessed 30/07/2025)

44 Tamworth Town centre & Retail Study 2024 (Accessed

30/09/25)
1
. 3


https://tamworth.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s42032/Appendix%202%20Economic%20Development%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_docs/Tamworth-Town-Centre-Retail-Study-2024.pdf
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Local Centre | Description

Ellerbeck, Stonydelph Contains between 8-10 facilities (good levels of viability)

Glascote Road Contains between 8-10 facilities (good levels of viability)
Tamworth Road, Contains between 5-7 facilities (okay levels of viability)
Amington

Exley, Field Farm Road | Contains between 5-7 facilities (okay levels of viability)

There are also 14 neighbourhood centres within Tamworth:

=

Chartwell;

Cedar Drive;

Lakenheath;

Fazeley Road;

Tamworth Road, Two Gates;
Farm Park Road;
Pennymoor Road;

Scott Road,;

Glascote Road;

Hockley Road;

Beachamp Road,;

Wilnecote Road,;

Watling Street, Wilnecote; and
Bowling Green Avenue.

= =4 =4 -4 -4 45 -5 48 -9 -5 -5 - -9

The Tamworth Town Centre and Retail Study (2024)* highlights that Tamworth
Borough Council should continue to allocate a network of local and neighbourhood
centres in its new Local Plan, in order to provide these locations with appropriate
policy support against applications for new commercial development. Consideration
should also be given to supporting new local centre facilities in the north-eastern and
south-eastern parts of the Borough, south of Amington and in Wilnecote to assist in
enabling residentsdé day to day needs t

5.1.9 Regeneration

Tamworth town centre is currently undergoing a £21.65 million regeneration
programme, led by Tamworth Borough Council and supported by the Future High
Streets Fund*é. The programme includes a suite of infrastructure, housing, and
employment projects focused on revitalising the town centre, including the
restoration of historic buildings, the creation of a new enterprise centre, and public
realm improvements linking key destinations. Additional investment from South

45 (Accessed 30/09/25)
46 Tamworth Borough Council: Future High Streets Fund

(Accessed 30/07/2025)
3¢
28


https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/planning_docs/Tamworth-Town-Centre-Retail-Study-2024.pdf
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Staffordshire College is delivering a new education facility, contributing to a
combined investment of over £40 million in the town centre?’.

Lower Gungate has been identified as a key area for regeneration, which is likely to
focus on residential development. This should subsequently support the viability of
the town centre by attracting more people and footfall into the centre of Tamworth.

5.1.10 Tourism and the Visitor Economy

In 2023, a number of tourism feasibility studies were carried out which highlighted
that Tamworth has a diverse and well-established tourism offering, particularly
around its heritage and history. However, Tamworth only captures about 5% of the
visitors to Staffordshire and 92% of visits are day visits. As a consequence of this, it
was recommended that Tamworth develop a clear tourism brand that can be
promoted and co-ordinated by a formal tourism development group®®. The
development of tourist infrastructure (e.g. a museum), improved accommodation
offer, and increased number of events held in the Borough could also be catalysts to
enabling the visitor economy*°,

5.1.11 Remote and Hybrid Working

The COVID-19 pandemic encouraged a shift towards remote and hybrid working. In
Tamworth in 2021, 21.6% of residents worked mainly at or from home®°. This figure
remains lower than neighbouring authorities such as North Warwickshire (26.5%)
and Lichfield (32%), and the national average (32%)°.

A key aspect of successful remote working is having access to reliable and high-
speed broadband. Tamworth is well connected digitally, with an average of 83.8%
gigabit broadband availability. This is lower than the regional average (94%), but
higher than the national average (79%). The West Midlands Digital Roadmap (2024-
2027)°? sets out aspirations for the West Midlands to:

1 Become t tbest-conkerted region;
1 Use digital public services to build a fairer, greener and healthier region; and

1 Realise the potential of digital to transform the economy and build economic
resilience.

5.2 Key Sustainability Issues

The following key sustainability issues have been identified:

47 Tamworth Borough Council: Planning application submitted to restore and renovate historic Market Street
properties
(Accessed 30/07/2025)
48 Tourism in Tamworth 2023: Feasibility Study and Recommended Strategy (Accessed 30/09/2025)
49 Tamworth Wider Place Investment: Feasibility Study and Recommendation Strategy (Accessed 30/09/2025)

50 ONS Census 2021 (Accessed 07/08/2025)

51 ONS Census 2021 (Accessed 16/07/2025)
52 West Midlands Digital Roadmap (2024-2027). (Accessed
22/05/2025).


https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/planning-application-submitted-restore-and-renovate-historic-market-street-properties
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/planning-application-submitted-restore-and-renovate-historic-market-street-properties
https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS061/editions/2021/versions/1/filter-outputs/674a2208-0ed6-433e-ab50-2a1bfd0140b4#get-data
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/traveltoworkenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.wmca.org.uk/media/0sdfg2qn/west-midlands-digital-roadmap-2024-2027-final.pdf
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1 There is a need to reduce the number of unemployed residents and
encourage them to re-enter the workforce, particularly working age residents
in the Borough who are unemployed and have never worked;

1 The projected loss in the young and working age population, as well as an
ageing population, may have an i mpact on
economy and workforce levels;

1 Job density in the Borough is lower than county and national averages,
suggesting that there are limited employment opportunities;

1 There are significant wage inequalities between men and women in the
Borough, with average weekly earnings in 2024 higher for men compared to
women;

1 A significant number of job vacancies in the Borough are low skilled and low
wage. There is need for Tamworthds economy
resilient, and attract higher wage industries into the Borough;

1 Employment in professional occupations in Tamworth is significantly lower
than the regional and national average,andl ess t han a quarter o
workforce is qualified to Level 4+. This highlights the Borougho seliance on a
relatively narrow range of industries and the need to diversify the local
economy.

1 There is a high reliance on micro businesses, which creates vulnerability in
the instance of business death and job loss. There is a need to support small
and medium-sized enterprises in the borough to improve business survival
rates.

1 There is a need to provide more good quality units for start-ups, especially
within the retail and industrial sectors, as well as office space for small and
medium sized businesses, and large-scale warehousing and manufacturing
space;

1 Only % of residents work within the Borough, with the remaining commuting
outside of the Borough to work. Greater employment opportunities that are
appropriate for local people and their skills may encourage the retention of

Tamworthoés workforce, and | ojwer | evels of
T There is a need to conti nuetownecente,da i ng i n

ensure that it rebuilds its role as a sustainable local service and employment

centre;

1 The town centre is facing high vacancy rates, particularly within Ankerside
Shopping Centre, due to out-of-centre retail pressures (e.g. Ventura Retail
Park) and shifting consumer habits to online shopping;

T The viability and vitality of Tamworthos
enhanced, and they need to be able to adapt to changing needs;

1 There is a need to support regeneration efforts within the town centre,
including at Lower Gungate, in order to attract more people and improve

viability;
1
. 3
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1 There is a need to support and enhance the role that tourism plays in the
economy;

1 There is a need to increase economic activity across the Borough;

1 The Borough has a constrained supply of new employment land, including
retail floor space and large-scale manufacturing and warehouse space. It is
therefore unlikely that significant new sites will be identified for employment,
and that the focus is more likely to be on the redevelopment of existing sites;
and

1 Itis important that good digital connectivity is maintained to support growing
businesses and remote working.

5.3 Likely Evolution without the Local Plan

Without the plan, there will be a lack of control over where employment uses are
located across the Borough, leading to the potential for speculative development in
locations that are less appropriate for employment uses, including main town centre
uses. There may also be a potential loss of employment floorspace due to pressures
from other uses, such as housing.

The Borough is likely to see continued decline in economic activity, particularly within
the town centre, driven by out-of-centre retail competition, limited investment, and
changing consumer habits. Vacancy rates may rise further, reducing the diversity
and resilience of local retail provision.

Without the Plan, T a mw o retohodng may continue to be reliant on a narrow
selection of industries and as a result, lower-skilled and paid roles are likely to
persist. A low proportion of residents in professional occupations compared to
regional and national averages is also likely to continue, further limiting productivity
and economic mobility.

Business growth may stagnate, with the local economy remaining dominated by
micro-enterprises and vulnerable to external shocks. High levels of economic

inactivity and unemployment among residents with no work history could persist,
placing pressure on public services and reducing overall workforce participation.

5.4 Data Gaps

Some of the economic data (e.g. average weekly earnings and unemployment rates)
is updated regularly and therefore the baseline data provided in this report is based
on a snapshot of available data at the time of writing the report.

Tamworth Borough Council is in the process of developing a new asset management
strategy to cover the period through to 2029/30. A Town Hall Feasibility Study is also
underway to determine the most economically viable use for Tamworth Town Hall.
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6.0 Population and Equalities

6.1 Baseline

6.1.1 Population

The latest Census data from 2021 records the population of Tamworth Borough as
78,600. This equates to a population density of approximately 2,581 residents per

km? 53, As demonstrated in Figure 6-1, this represents an increase of 1,800 (2.4%)

from 201154, This is lower than the population change recorded in the neighbouring
authorities of North Warwickshire (4.9%) and Lichfield (5.7%).

79000

78500

78000

77500

77000

76500
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Tamworth

Figure 6-1: Population Change in Tamworth

By 2043, the B o r o u gppufation is expected to increase by 10,827 (12.1%)
bringing the population total to 89,4275,

53 (Accessed 29/09/25)

54 ONS Census 2021
Tamworth (Accessed 25/07/2025)

55
(Accessed

29/09/25)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censuspopulationchange/E07000199/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/howyourareahaschangedin10yearscensus2021/2022-11-08
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/adhocs/2359midyearpopulationestimatesandrescaledpopulationestimatesusingnationalpopulationprojectionsforlocalauthoritiesinenglandbysexandsingleyearofage2018to2043
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/adhocs/2359midyearpopulationestimatesandrescaledpopulationestimatesusingnationalpopulationprojectionsforlocalauthoritiesinenglandbysexandsingleyearofage2018to2043

Tamworth Borough Council 5 February 2026
Tamworth Borough Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Post Consultation Scoping Report

6.1.2 Age

Between 2011 and 2021, the number of residents aged between 0-10 years
increased by 5.1%°6. A similar increase (4.8%) is expected within this age group
between 2021 and 2043. This may lead to an increase in demands for school places,
childcare and recreational facilities for children.

A smaller increase occurred between 2011 and 2021 for early working age adults
(specifically 21-30 years), with populations only increasing by 1.9%. As shown in
Table 6-1 and Figure 6-2, an even smaller increase is expected within this age group
between 2021 and 2043 (1.1%). This suggests that young professionals will move
out of the Borough in order to live somewhere that caters more effectively to their
career goals/social lives.

Populations of older working age adults (specifically 31-50) are expected to
experience relatively large increases between 2021 and 2043 (more than 14.5%).
This is slightly higher than the increase experienced between 2011 and 2021
(approximately 10.9%)5%".

Between 2011 and 2021, an ageing population trend was evident in Tamworth, as
the number of Tamworth residents aged 70-74 years increased by 51%, and the
number of Tamworth residents aged between 75-79 years rose by 48%°%8. As
highlighted in Table 6-1 and Figure 6-2, a similar trend is expected between 2021
and 2043; the largest increase in resident age is predicted to be within the 81 years
and over age group (a predicted increase of 73.7%). There is subsequently likely to
be a significant increase in demand for accessible homes, health services and
supported living arrangements from an increase in older residents. Changes to
health and social care systems will be needed in order to provide appropriate care
for the ageing population®®.

Table 6-1: Projected Change in Population by Age

2021 Population®° 2043 Population Percentage Change
Projection®!
Oto 10 10,089 10,576 4.8
11to 20 8,852 8,915 0.7
21t0 30 9,741 9,845 1.1
31 to 40 10,690 12,545 17.4
56 (30/09/25)
57 (30/09/25)
58 ONS Census 2021 (Accessed
29/07/2025)
59 Ready for Ageing? (Accessed 29/07/2025)
60 Office for National Statistics (2021). Census 2021 - Population estimates by age and sex, Tamworth. Available
from: (Accessed 29/09/2025)
61
(Accessed
29/09/25)


https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/KS102EW/view/1946157180?cols=measures
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/KS102EW/view/1946157180?cols=measures
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censuspopulationchange/E07000199/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201213/ldselect/ldpublic/140/140.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/adhocs/2359midyearpopulationestimatesandrescaledpopulationestimatesusingnationalpopulationprojectionsforlocalauthoritiesinenglandbysexandsingleyearofage2018to2043
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/adhocs/2359midyearpopulationestimatesandrescaledpopulationestimatesusingnationalpopulationprojectionsforlocalauthoritiesinenglandbysexandsingleyearofage2018to2043

Tamworth Borough Council 5 February 2026
Tamworth Borough Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Post Consultation Scoping Report

2021 Population® 2043 Population Percentage Change
Projection®!

41 to 50 9,993 11,457 14.7
51 to 60 10,693 11,840 0.7
61to 70 8,755 9,755 1.4
711080 6,883 9,363 36.0
81 and over 2,954 5,131 73.7
14,000
12,000
10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

Otol0 11to20 21to30 31to40 41to50 51to60 61to70 71to80 8land
over

2021 Population 2043 Population Projection

Figure 6-2: Projected Change in Age

6.1.3 Gender

Figure 6-3 presents the gender split by age in Tamworth. In 2021, the estimated
female population of Tamworth was 39,893 and the male population was 39,737.
The difference between male and female population sizes is relatively small across
most age groups, with a slightly higher number of males in the younger age groups
(particularly ages 01 20). However, from age 61 onwards, the population shows a
higher proportion of females compared to males, with the disparity becoming more
pronounced in the 71 to 80 as well as the 81 and over age bands.
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Figure 6-3: Gender Split by Age

Table 6-2 highlights the projected gender split by age in the Borough by 2043. In
2043, the estimated female population of Tamworth is anticipated to be 45,290 and
the male population 44,137. Similarly to the 2021, the difference between male and
female population sizes is relatively small across most age groups. However, there
are a slightly higher number of males in the younger and middle age groups
(particularly ages 07 40). From age 41 onwards, the population shows a higher
proportion of females compared to males, with the disparity becoming more
pronounced in the 61 to 70, 71 to 80 and the 81 and over age bands.

Table 6-2: Projected Gender Split by Age

Age Group

Female Male Population |Female Male Population
Population Population
0to 10 4848 5241 5141 5435
11 to 20 4262 4590 4230 4685
21t0 30 4916 4825 4836 5009

62 Office for National Statistics (2021). Census 2021 - Population estimates by age and sex, Tamworth. Available

from:
63

29/09/25)

(Accessed 29/07/2025)

35

(Accessed

e
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Age Group

Female Male Population |Female Male Population
Population Population
31to 40 5416 5274 6041 6504
41t0 50 5109 4884 5874 5583
51 to 60 5393 5300 6022 5818
61to 70 4571 4184 5185 4570
71to 80 3614 3269 4973 4390
81 and over 1784 1170 2988 2143

6.1.4 Sexual Orientation

The 2021 Census recorded that whilst 5.6% of T a mw o rpbphlétisn did not
disclose, 2.3% of residents stated that they belonged to the LGBTQ+ community,
and 92.1% regarded themselves as heterosexual®.

6.1.5 Ethnicity

Tamworth is not a particularly diverse Borough, with a large majority (95.8%) of
residents identified as White®. In the 2021 Census, 1.9% of residents identified
themselves as being mixed or multiple ethnic groups, 1.4% identified as Asian, 0.6%
identified as Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African. The remaining
04%i dent i fi ed totheedriseethnicitysnakeup of éhe Borough is
highlighted in Figure 6-4.

= White
Mixed or multiple ethnic groups

= Asian, Asian British, Asian
Welsh

= Black, Black British, Black
Welsh, Carribean or African

Other ethnic groups

Figure 6-4: Ethnicity in Tamworth 66

64 ONS Census 2021 - Sexual orientation
(Accessed 29/07/2025)

65 ONS Census 2021 (Accessed
29/07/2025)
66 ONS Census (Accessed 29/07/2025)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/sexuality/bulletins/sexualorientationenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E07000199/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E07000199/
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6.1.6 Religion /Belief

The 2021 Census records that 55.7% of T a mw o rpbpllétisn hold some form of
religion/belief. The most prominent religion held in the Borough is Christianity
(49.1%) and those identifying as Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist and other made up
1.7% of the population all together. Whilst 5% of the population did not disclose their
religion, 44.3% of the Borough hold no religion or belief system, which has increased
by 15% since 2011.

6.1.7 Deprivation

The English Indices of Deprivation 2019 attempts to measure a broad concept of
multiple deprivation at the small area level. The Indices provide a set of relative
measures of deprivation for small areas (LSOAs (Lower Super Output Areas) across
England, based on seven different domains of deprivation:

1 Income Deprivation;

Employment Deprivation;

Education, Skills and Training Deprivation;
Health Deprivation and Disability;

Crime; and

1 Barriers to Housing and Services.

= =4 4 A

According to the 2019 Indices, Tamworth is ranked 126™ most deprived local
authority in England, out of 317 English local authorities nationally (where 1 is the
most deprived and 317 is the least deprived)®’. Table 6-3 shows the average ranking
of each of the local authorities surrounding Tamworth.

Table 6-3: Indices of Deprivation for Tamworth and Neighbouring Authorities

Tamworth Lichfield North Warwickshire

Overall Rank 126 247 167
Income 118 223 190
Employment 125 202 177
Education 45 221 97

Health 90 202 154
Crime 114 252 145
Barriers 213 207 162
Living Environment | 284 276 114

As shown in Table 6-3, Tamworth is particularly deprived with respect to education,
an index area which is notably higher than surrounding areas of North Warwickshire
and Lichfield. Health is also an area of relatively higher deprivation, followed by

67 ONS Census: (Accessed 04/08/2025)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/dvc1371/#/E07000199
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crime, income and employment. These indicators suggest a population facing
significant health issues, alongside barriers to academic attainment, financial stability
and access to employment opportunities.

Levels of deprivation in Tamworth can be considered spatially. The ONS divides the
Borough into nine Middle Layer Super Output Areas (MSOA). Deprivation in the
Borough is largely focused in the urban areas of Glascote Heath and Central
Tamworth, with 66.8% and 62.8% (respectively) of residents experiencing
deprivation from at least one dimension. MSOAs to the south of the Borough-
Wilnecote East and Dosthill and Two Gates- are the least deprived, with 47.5% and
48.8% (respectively) of residents experiencing deprivation from at least one
dimension®. These patterns are further supported by the high concentration of social
housing in the most deprived neighbourhoods and higher home ownership rates in
the least deprived areas. The variation in deprivation levels across Tamworth is
illustrated in Figure 6-5.

In 2024, 20% of children in Tamworth were living below the poverty line after housing
costs®. While this is lower than the national average, it still represents a significant
portion of the population.

68 (Accessed 29/07/2025)
69 (Accessed 30/07/2025)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/population/household-deprivation/hh-deprivation/household-is-not-deprived-in-any-dimension?oa=E00152164
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/key-statistics-about-tamworth
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Figure 6-5: Levels of deprivation across

Tamworth
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6.1.8 Education

The school place planning area of Tamworth includes all of the Tamworth Borough
Council boundary plus a small number of schools that fall within the Lichfield District
Council boundary. Students from across Tamworth may subsequently attend school
in neighbouring authorities of Lichfield or North Warwickshire, depending on their
proximity to the nearest school (primary school pupils must be able to attend a
school within 2 miles walking distance of their residence).

Within this school planning area there are 39 schools (Figure 6-6). Tamworth
operates a two-tier education system with primary phase schools (age 4-11 years)
and Secondary phase schools (age 11-16/18 years). There are 34 primary, infant or
junior schools within the school planning area, of which 27 are situated within the
Tamworth Borough Council boundary and seven fall within the Lichfield District
boundary. There are five secondary schools and one sixth form centre within the
school planning area. A significant number of the schools within the Tamworth
school place planning area are Academies or Free Schools, including 22 Primary,
Infant and Junior schools and five secondary schools?®.

Across these schools, 4.35% of pupils achieve a strong pass in reading, writing and
maths against the national average of 7.42%, highlighting lower educational
attainment in the Tamworth borough. Similarly, whilst 30.02% of pupils across
England achieved 5 or more GCSEs in 2023, only 19.67% of pupils met this
achievement in Tamworth.

Table 6-4 shows 21.9% of residents aged between 16-64 held level four or higher
gualifications in 2021. Despite this figure increasing by 2.5% since 2011, it is still
significantly lower than the national average of 34%. The attainment of level 1, 2 or 3
gualifications has decreased by 7.3% between 2011 and 2021. In line with this,
21.8% of residents aged between 16-64 held no qualifications in 202171, This is
higher than the national average of 18.1%, but similar to the West Midlands average
(21.1%). This figure has increased by 3.9% since 2011. Educational attainment
across the Boroughd s war ds”i s similar

Table 6-4: Educational Attainment in Tamworth

‘ 2011 (%) ‘ 2021 (%)

Level 4 and above 19.4 21.9
Level1l,20r3 55.5 48.2
Apprenticeship 7.3 5.5
Other gualifications N/A 2.7
No qualifications 17.9 21.8

70 Tamworth Borough Council Education Baseline Data (July 2025)
I (Accessed 29/09/25)

72 Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2024
(Accessed 29/09/25)

73 (Accessed 29/09/25)
74 (Accessed 29/09/25)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/education/highest-level-of-qualification/highest-qualification-6a/highest-level-of-qualification-level-1-2-or-3-qualifications/?lad=E07000199
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Observatory/insights/Health-and-wellbeing/Joint-Strategic-Needs-Assessment/Health-and-wellbeing-most-recent/Joint-Strategic-Needs-Assessment-2024.aspx
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/ward2011/1140856171/report.aspx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/education/highest-level-of-qualification/highest-qualification-6a/highest-level-of-qualification-level-1-2-or-3-qualifications/?lad=E07000199
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Figure 6-6: Education Providers in  Tamworth
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Over the last 10 years, Tamworth has experienced a steady increase in demand for
school places as a result of development, in the north and east of the town, including
development just over the Borough boundary in Lichfield to the north. Over the past
five years the demand has been focused on primary provision as it is recognised that
the pressure on Secondary places can take 10 to 15 years to build as the younger
pupils work through the school system. The child vield used to calculate pupil
generation at primary level in Tamworth is slightly higher than for the majority other
Staffordshire areas at 4.5% as housing developments in Tamworth have been
shown to generate a higher number of pre-school and primary age children. Demand
for secondary places is expected to increase over the longer term in the north of
Tamworth. In addition, a number of Tamworth pupils access school places outside of
Staffordshire at year 7, the majority of which attend Secondary schools in North
Warwickshire. This has traditionally been in excess of 100 pupils each year, however
numbers have been reducing and the latest available data for 2024/25 shows this
had dropped to just under 80. Any pushback of Staffordshire pupils from these out of
county schools would cause additional pressure on the availability of Secondary
places in Tamworth.

There is currently one primary school expected to be developed over the next 3
years, in line with the Arkall Farm development, which is situated just outside the
Tamworth Borough boundary in Lichfield. The new school will be situated within the
development, and the opening date is dependent on the time taken for the various
phases of the development to come forward. It is currently anticipated this school will
open in September 2029.

Figure 6-7 shows how the number of pupils is expected to rise each academic year
between 2024/25 and 2027/28. Demand for school spaces is expected to remain
relatively stable, with small increases over time.
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Figure 6-7: Actual (2022/23) and Forecasted Pupil Numbers for Staffordshire "®

New schools, or expansions to existing schools, are likely to be needed alongside
housing development in the Borough. A development, or a combination of small
developments in an area, of 500 or more dwellings may trigger the need for a new
primary school. A development, or a combination of small developments, of 5,000 or
more dwellings may trigger the need for a new secondary school. Increases to
school capacity (either through expansions or new schools) are reliant on developer
contributions’®. Where a new school or expansion to an existing school is proposed,
this will comply with accessibility regulations.

Tamworth is seeing increased demand for Special Educational Needs (SEN)

support, in both specialist schools and mainstream schools, in line with national

trends. There are two specialist schools within the Borough, both of which are at

capacity. The High school is currently being expanded to provide additional places to

future cohorts. Tamwor t hds 2025/ 26 SEN school’.capaci't

Between 2020 and 2024, Educational, Health and Care (EHC) assessments have
risen significantly across Staffordshire.

The most common primary need among children with an EHCP in Tamworth is
speech, language and communication needs (27.8%), followed by autism (24.8%)"8.
Speech, language and communication needs are the most prevalent among both
males and females. For children with SEN support, moderate learning difficulties
(25.9%) are the most prevalent primary needs. There are concerns that children with
SEND are not achieving the same level of academic attainment as other children in
Staffordshire®.

6.1.9 Crime

The crime rate within the Borough was recorded at an average of 65.74 crimes per
1,000 people across 20242, This equates to a total of 5,734 crimes. This figure is
similar to the Staffordshire average (66.53 crimes per 1000 people), and slightly
lower than the average for England (67.0 crimes per 1000 people)?!, placing the
Borough in a mid-range position nationally. The number of reported crimes in the
Borough has increased slightly between 2017 and 2024 by 8.5%.

75 Gov.UK, Staffordshire: (Accessed
29/07/2025)

76 (Accessed 29/09/25)
w (Accessed 29/07/2025)

8 (Accessed
05/01/2025)

7 The SEND Landscape in Staffordshire

(Accessed 20/08/2025)
80 (Accessed 29/09/25)
81 (Accessed 29/09/25)


https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/school-capacity/2022-23?subjectId=3f0b40f1-ad18-4347-d2dd-08dc390a059b
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Schoolsandcolleges/PlanningSchoolPlaces/Information-for-developers/Planning-policy.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Schoolsandcolleges/PlanningSchoolPlaces/Tamworth.aspx
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-health-and-care-plans/2025
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/SpecialEducationalNeeds/Improving-SEND-support-in-Staffordshire.aspx
https://crimerate.co.uk/staffordshire/tamworth?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://crimerate.co.uk/staffordshire-police?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Table 6-5: Victim -based crime and other crimes against society (2024)22

Type of Crime ‘ Number of Crimes

Violence against the person with injury 713
Violence against the person without injury 738
Homicide 1
Death or serious injury caused by illegal driving |0
Sexual offences 260
Robbery 63
Non-residential burglary 47
Vehicle offences 462
Theft from the person 22
Bicycle theft 43
Shoplifting 506
All other theft offences 376
Criminal damage and arson 426
Residential burglary 214

As shown in Table 6-5, the largest proportion of crimes in Tamworth in 2024 was
violence against the person, with 713 cases involving injury and 738 without injury,
indicating a strong prevalence of interpersonal assaults, followed by shoplifting (506)
and vehicle offences (462). The number of crimes and anti-social behaviour
incidents in Tamworth has remained relatively stable between 2021 and 2025, with
fluctuations largely reflecting national trends and seasonal variations.

Tamworth Borough Council and Staffordshire Police have implemented a range of
initiatives to tackle crime and improve public confidence. The Tamworth Community
Safety Partnership brings together local authorities, police, fire services, and health
organisations to address key priorities such as anti-social behaviour, public place
violence, domestic abuse, vehicle crime, county lines and drug-related offences®:.

One notable intervention is the Tamworth Vulnerability Partnership, which uses a
multi-agency approach to support individuals at risk and reduce repeat offending.
Additionally, Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) have been introduced in high
crime areas such as Bolehall and Kettlebrook to reduce nuisance behaviours.

82 Crime data

(Accessed 30/07/2025)

83 (Accessed: 30/07/2025)
84 (Accessed 30/07/2025)


https://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=%5B410_Number%5D%5BCrimetype%5D%5BCrimetype_VictimBasedCrime%5D&mod-period=1&mod-area=E0700
https://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=%5B410_Number%5D%5BCrimetype%5D%5BCrimetype_VictimBasedCrime%5D&mod-period=1&mod-area=E0700
https://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=%5B410_Number%5D%5BCrimetype%5D%5BCrimetype_VictimBasedCrime%5D&mod-period=1&mod-area=E0700
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/community-safety/community-safety-partnership
https://staffordshire-pfcc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Tamworth-CSP.pdf
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Tamworth Police have adopted a problem-solving approach in the town centre,
focusing on illegal motorcycles, drug misuse, and youth violence®. This includes
high-visibility patrols, community engagement events, and collaborative enforcement
with council officers.

6.2 Key Sustainability Issues
The following key sustainability issues have been identified:

1 The population of the Borough will continue to increase disproportionately;
Tamworthos young and (patckarlynbgtweargl8-25p opul at i
years) is forecasted to fall, whilst the ageing population (aged 71 years and
over) is predicted to continue rising. This will lead to a less socially balanced
community, with greater levels of dependency;

1 An ageing population will place pressure on health and social care services,
supported living, and accessibility standards in housing and public spaces;

1 Tamworth is particularly deprived with respect to education, health, and crime,
and this is also evident in neighbouring authorities. Deprivation is most
evident within Glascote Heath and Central Tamworth;

1 A large proportion of children in Tamworth experience income deprivation,
leading to them falling below the poverty line;

1 Tamworth has lower educational attainment rates than the regional and
national average;

1 There is high demand for primary school places in Tamworth, particularly in
the north of the Borough in line with recent housing development;

1 Demand for SEND support is rising, with a projected shortfall of 400 specialist
school places by 2027/28. There is a need for more inclusive school
environments to ensure all children/young people with SEND can be
supported in the right place at the right time;

1 Inline with national and regional trends, crime rates in Tamworth are
increasing. There is a need for well-designed developments that assist in
reducing opportunities for crime, lowering the fear of crime and promoting
feelings of safety. -; and

1 There is a need for inclusive, well-designed developments that accommodate
a shifting population structure and ensure equal access to services.

6.3 Likely Evolution without the Local Plan

The population of the Borough and number of households will continue to grow, and
the average age of the population will continue to get older. This increase could lead
to changes to the types of accommodation required, and how healthcare and leisure
facilities are used within the Borough. Additionally, school place demand will

85 (Accessed 30/7/2025)


https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/staffordshire-police/tamworth-town/?yourlocalpolicingteam=about-us
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gradually increase over the next five years, with SEN support becoming a critical
area for urgent action.

Deprivation will likely remain unevenly dispersed across the Borough, unless
addressed through coordinated regeneration and service delivery. Similarly,
educational attainment gaps and low qualification levels may persist without targeted
intervention, limiting access to higher-skilled jobs and amplifying income deprivation.

Pressure on school capacity- particularly at secondary schools and special schools-
is likely to increase from new developments. Although a range of organisations are
responsible for delivering education and training provision, Staffordshire County
Council has a statutory duty to ensure sufficient school places are available to meet
the needs of a growing and changing population. Without coordinated planning
through the Local Plan, there is a risk that education infrastructure will not keep pace
with housing growth and demographic change, leading to increased inequality in
access to education.

6.4 Data Gaps

T a mw o rwarld-@wel deprivation data and school capacity forecasts are
anticipated by 2026 and may provide clearer insights into infrastructure needs.
Monitoring of SEN capacity and inclusion data is currently minimal. Improving this
will be essential for shaping future education provision.
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7.0 Health
7.1 Baseline

7.1.1 Health Infrastructure

Tamworth is served by a network of nine National Health Service (NHS) GP
practices®. These practices vary in size and patient satisfaction, with some
operating close to capacity. Although there is no major hospital within the Borough,
residents can access acute and emergency care through nearby facilities such as
Good Hope Hospital in Sutton Coldfield. The Borough also benefits from community
health services, minor injuries units, and urgent care pathways coordinated via NHS
111, helping to alleviate pressure on hospital services®’.

7.1.2 Life Expectancy

In the three-year period between 2021-2023, life expectancy for both males and
females in the Borough was slightly lower, but statistically similar to the county and
national averages®. These statistics are highlighted in Table 7-1.

Table 7-1: Life Expectanc y at Birth

Tamworth Staffordshire England
Males (2021-23) 78.9 79.5 79.1

Females (2021-23) 82.7 83.2 83.1

Life expectancy decreased slightly in Tamworth between 2019 and 2022 but rose
between 2022 and 2023. This trend occurred at a national scale and is a likely result
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Life expectancy at birth is a high-level indicator of
inequality. Within the Borough, life expectancy is approximately 4 years lower for
men and women in the most deprived areas of Tamworth compared to the least
deprived areas®®. However, overall life expectancy at birth for females (82.6 years
old) and males (78.7 years old) are broadly in line with the national averages (83.2
and 79.5 years old respectively)®.

7.1.3 General Health ( Self-Reported Health )

The majority of Tamworth residents define th
or 0 g o o d,'accqrdng to be2P21 Census. This number of residents defining

themselves in O6very good heal t hoénuhbarof | mpr ove
residents defining themseBWHS5MOIOgesd dlead I0ts

86 (Accessed 30/07/2025)
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88 (Accessed 30/07/2025)
89 (Accessed 30/09/2025)

90 (Accessed 30/07/2025)


https://www.healthsay.co.uk/articles/1043-best-and-worst-nhs-gps-in-tamworth
https://community.tamworth.gov.uk/health
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/lifeexpectancyforlocalareasoftheuk/between2001to2003and2021to2023/previous/#life-expectancy-for-local-areas-in-great-britain-data
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Observatory/insights/Health-and-wellbeing/Joint-Strategic-Needs-Assessment/Health-and-wellbeing-most-recent/Joint-Strategic-Needs-Assessment-2024.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Observatory/insights/Health-and-wellbeing/Joint-Strategic-Needs-Assessment/Documents/Tamworth-Data-Pack-2018.pdf
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considered themselvestobeiné badd or 6 v ®.Mhisistaaatréasehogé al t h
0.8% since 2011.

7.14

Overweight and Obesity

In Tamworth, 72.6% of people are identified as overweight or obese, which is
considerably higher than the average for the West Midlands (67.1%), and the
national average (64.5%). Figure 7-1 presents these figures over time and shows
that overweight and obesity rates rose sharply in Tamworth between 2018 and 2021
and are now beginning to decline. However, they continue to rise steadily in the
West Midlands and England more widely.

Figure 7-1:. Overweight (including obesity) prevalence in adults over
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Obesity rates in Tamworth are significantly higher than both regional and national
averages. In Tamworth, 37.4% of the population is classified as obese, compared to
29.7% in the West Midlands and 26.5% across England. Figure 7-2: Obesity
prevalence in adults over time shows the prevalence of obesity over time, presenting
a year-on-year increase in obesity since 2015 in Tamworth, the West Midlands and
England. Obesity rates have increased more rapidly in Tamworth. Higher levels of
obesity are most commonly foundintheBor oughés ur ban
as Central Tamworth (15.5%) and Coton Farms and Perry Croft (14.4%).
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Figure 7-2: Obesity prevalence in adults over time
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The proportion of children identified as overweight or obese in Tamworth is also
higher than the regional and national averages. 24.1% of reception-age children and
39.5% of year 6 children are classified as overweight or obese®?. For both of these
age groups, obesity levels are higher than the average for the West Midlands (23.4
and 38.4% respectively), and nationally (22.1% and 35.8% respectively)®2. Figure
7-3 presents the proportion of children in reception and year 6 who are identified as
overweight or obese over time. The gap between Tamworth and the regional and
national averages for these figures is wider for children in year 6 than it is for children
in reception.

92 Department of Health and Social Care 2024
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Figure 7-3: Overweight and obesity prevalence in children in year reception
and children in year 6 over time 92
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Reception-age children in Stonydelph are disproportionately affected by obesity, with
28.3% being classed as overweight or obese. Similarly, year 6 children in
Stonydelph and Bolehall are disproportionately affected by obesity, with 42.3% and
50.0% (respectively) of children being classed as overweight or obese®:. Childhood
obesity rates in Tamworthd s mo st d e p r therefale signifieaatly highar e
than those inthe Boroughés | east deprived areas.

Over half of the Bor ougho8-da gaétand eegetable ( 53 %)
consumption target. This is similar to county (53%) and national (55%) averages®*.

There is a similar proportion of fast-food outlets per 100,000 in Tamworth (98.4)

compared to England (115.9)%.

There is growing evidence of a link between obesity and poor oral health. Although
specific local figures are limited, national and regional studies have shown that
children in more deprived areas are significantly more likely to experience tooth
decay and poor oral health outcomes®®.

7.1.5 Levels of Physical Activity

Approximately 67.4% of adults in Tamworth are active for more than 150 minutes a
week, which is higher than the regional and national averages (64.1% and
respectively 67.4%). Despite this, around 25% of adults in Tamworth are physically
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inactive (less than 30 minutes of activity per week), which is the same as the

regional average but higher than the national average (22%)%’. Figure 7-4 shows that
the level of physical activity in Tamworth has increased over time and has remained
higher than its regional and national comparators. The figure for the West Midlands
has followed a similar trend, however it has fluctuated across England.

Figure 7-4: Levels of physical activity over time %
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The low levels of physical activity identified within the Borough are likely to correlate
with the high levels of obesity identified. As highlighted in the Better Health Evidence
Base for Tamworth (2023)%, this inactivity is linked to higher rates of chronic
conditions such as diabetes. The Borough has a high prevalence of Type 1 and 2
diabetes, with 7.6% of Tamworth residents suffering from the condition, compared to
7.3% across England*©°.

On average, four in ten children in the Borough are physically active for an hour each
day (similar to Staffordshire and England). 1 in 3 children in the Borough are active
for less than 30 minutes a day however. This is also similar to the county and
national average!©?.

7.1.6 Disability

In2021,8.1% of residents identified thenptlisead ves as
a decrease from 2011 (10.2%). 10.9% of residentsi dent i fi ed t hemsel ves
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Staffordshire reported 7.4% d@abledand!| i mi t e d 18.7% d&akded @and d

l'imited a Ilittled, while the national figure
respectively'®3. This highlights that Tamworth has a higher proportion of residents

experiencing less severe forms of disability4.

Whilst exact figures are not available for Tamworth, Staffordshire has a disability
employment rate of 70.1%, which is significantly higher than the average for the
West Midlands (53.9%) and England (55.6%)%°. This employment rate has risen
substantially since 2013 (42.9%)1%. This suggests that physical barriers to the
workplace for those with health inequalities may be decreasing. However, within the
West Midlands, women with disabilities have recorded lower economic activity rates
and wages compared to their male counterparts.

Progress is being made in Tamworth to create inclusive and accessible job
opportunities and to support disabled residents in developing skills. Tamworth Better
Together Partnership is a Council-led initiative working to enhance services that
promote health, wellbeing, and independence for all residents?’. In addition, the
Council supports community-led projects through the We Are Tamworth programme,
which funds initiatives that foster inclusion, skill-building, and employment
opportunities across diverse groups.

Tamworth also benefits from disability-friendly employment schemes and support
services, including the newly expanded Mobility and Lifestyle Support Centre, which
provides resources and equipment to help disabled individuals live independently
and access employment%®, These efforts reflect a broader commitment to ensuring
that all residents can participate fully in the local economy and community life.

Tamworth Borough Council attends the Staffordshire Safeguarding Children
Partnership Learning in Practice Forum meetings, surrounding themes of
safeguarding, with attendance at MACE panels, domestic abuse working groups and
countywide partnershipst'o.

7.1.7 Pregnancy and Maternity

There were 774 live births in Tamworth in 2024, which was lower than in Lichfield
(959) but higher than North Warwickshire (589)'l. Tamworth ranks in the top five
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local authorities in the West Midlands with the highest teenage (under 18 years)
conception rates in England and Wales, at 19.4 per 1,000 births!2, Infant mortality
rates in Tamworth lie at 6.4 deaths per 1,000 births, which is similar to the average
for the West Midlands (5.9 deaths per 1,000 births)!*3. Infant mortality data for
Tamworth should be treated with caution, however, as a result of the small number
of events that contribute to this statistic.

Low birth weight of live babies in the Borough is recorded at 7.7%. This is higher
than the national average of 6.8%. This is particularly prominent in the wards of
Amington (10.3%) and Wilnecote (9.1%)4.

7.1.8 Air Quality

Breathing polluted air affects health to a great degree. Air pollution is recognised as
a contributing factor in the onset of heart disease and cancer as well as impacting
lung function, exacerbating asthma, increasing hospital admissions and mortality
rates. Air pollution does not impact a population equally, however, with the most
vulnerable members of society often being at a greater risk of being exposed to poor
air quality. For example, less affluent neighbourhoods are often more exposed to
dangerous levels of air pollution, and this pollution can trigger or exacerbate
symptoms for more vulnerable members of society such as children, the elderly,
pregnant women and those with existing health conditions.

Within Tamworth, levels of nitrogen dioxide have reduced gradually over time,
however, PM2.5 (particulate matter smaller than 2.5 micrometres) continues to have
an impact on health in the Borough. In Tamworth, the fraction of mortality attributable
to particulate air pollution was 5.7% in 2022, compared with a mean of 5.8% for
England!'®>. Comparing Tamworth to the other local authorities within Staffordshire,
Tamworth has the highest concentrations of PM2.5 associated with excess mortality.

In order to reduce levels of PM2.5, Tamworth Borough Council is involved in a
number of initiatives including promoting sustainable travel, reducing traffic
congestion and idling, and optimising traffic flow via signal management and speed
enforcement in order to reduce transport-related emissions.

Further information about air quality and pollution in Tamworth can be found in
Chapter 10 of this report.

7.1.9 Mental Health

Tamworth has one of the highest GP recorded depression rates in Staffordshire,
which is above the national average. In Tamworth, between 2016/17 and 2020/21,
35% of emergency hospital admissions were for adults (20 years and over) with a
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mental health diagnosis!®. Emergency hospital admissions for intentional self-harm
in 2023/24 in the Borough are also above the national average and are particularly
high in the ward of Spital'l’.

Between 2020 and 2021 the Bor o u gnieita health index value fell from 97 to
94.7, which indicates a slight improvement!*®. Despite this, local charities such as
Heart of Tamworth and Changes Tamworth also report rising demand for support
services targeting loneliness and grief!1%129, Tamworth Samaritans supported over
10,800 callers in 2023-2024121,

Poor mental health in Tamworth is thought to be linked to pockets of deprivation,
financial stress and economic inactivity, particularly among young people, older
adults and those with long-term health conditions. Wards such as Belgrave and
Glascote have been identified as hotspots for health inequalities, where fuel poverty
and cold homes are more prevalent'??. These conditions are associated with
increased risk of mental distress. Smoking, substance misuse and physical inactivity
are also known contributors to poor mental wellbeing.

Tamworth has expanded addiction recovery services through groups like Better Way
Recovery and Steps Together, while the Tamworth Better Together Partnership
promotes healthier lifestyles and access to leisure activities!?3.

7.1.10 Dementia and Ageing

Dementia is a disease which affects the brain and impacts memory, thinking,
language, learning, and movement. Dementia has been found to have several
contributing risk factors, including obesity, smoking, excessive alcohol use, high
blood pressure, diabetes, an ageing population, deprivation, and ethnic diversity'?+.
Tamworth has a high prevalence of dementia, with a rate of 1.44% against the
national average of 1.36%%2°. This is slightly lower than the approximate county
average however (1.55%)'26,

In Staffordshire, the quality rating of residential care and nursing home beds for
residents aged 65 and older is 62.8%, a figure which is significantly lower than the
national average of 75%*2’. As Tamworth exhibits an ageing population in line with
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the rest of the UK, dementia rates are expected to rise. There are currently 12 care
homes in Tamworth that provide dementia care, equating to approximately 585 care
spaces'?®,

As highlighted by Section 6.1.2, Tamworth is expected to experience a large
increase in resident age between 2021 and 2043 (a predicted increase of 73.7%
within the 81 years and over age group). This is likely to lead to an increase in the
levels of residents living with disability, long-term illness and dementia. It may also
increase the frequency of hip fracture admissions to hospital. In 2023, 530 per
100,00 residents aged 65 and over experienced a hip fracture!?®. This is lower than
the county (578 per 100,00 residents) and national average (547 per 100,00
residents). The Lichfield and Tamworth Housing and Economic Development Needs
Assessment suggests a need for some additional nursing and residential care
bedspaces in the longer term in order to support the ageing population*,

7.1.11 Open Spaces and Activity

Increasing activity levels in the Borough is seen as a key mechanism to improving
residents beal t h. Tamworth Borough Council 0s
healthier lifestyles by increasing access to physical activity opportunities, developing
targeted interventions, and encouraging community engagement*3. The programme
supports small, sustainable changes such as walking, cycling, and joining local

sports groups. The initiative seeks to engage all age groups in physical activity, with
one of its aims being to help children and young people move from education to
community sport.

It is widely recognised that access to green spaces and sports and recreational
facilities benefit peoplTadworthroataihsa humben af
parks, gardens and nature reserves which are managed by the Borough Council.
There are also a number of council-owned allotments within the Borough, as well as
the Belgrave Community Allotment and Garden which is community-run. In
Tamworth, there is 2.32km? of accessible green space land per 1000 population'®2.

Figure 7-5 shows the distribution of open spaces within the Borough, including those
designated as outdoor sports and leisure facilities, parks and gardens and
allotments.
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Figure 7-5: Designated Open Spaces
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7.2 Key Sustainability Issues
The following key sustainability issues have been identified:

1 Increased development in Tamworth may place additional pressure on
existing NHS infrastructure, particularly GP practices and hospital services.
There is a need to keep services accessible for all;

1 Life expectancy for both men and women is slightly lower than county and
national averages;

1 Life expectancy is approximately 4 years lower for men and women in the
most deprived areas of Tamworth compared to the least deprived areas;

1 Levels of obesity and excessive weight in adults within the Borough are
significantly higher than the national average. This is likely to contribute to
issues such as poor oral health and diabetes;

1 Levels of excess weight and obesity in children are also high, which can lead
to long-term health problems including poor psychological and emotional
health. Healthy eating and physical activity subsequently needs to be
promoted from an early age;

1 1in4 adults and 1 in 3 children in the Borough are considered as inactive.
There is subsequently a need to increase levels of physical activity and
encourage healthier lifestyles;

1 Almost a fifth of the Borough identify themselves as disabled, which is higher
than the county average;

1 There is a need to provide housing (new and existing) that is built to
accessible and adaptable standards, so that where appropriate, people with
disabilities can live comfortably and independently;

1 There is a need to support residents with disabilities in finding inclusive and
accessible job opportunities, and ensure that the disability employment rate is
as high as possible in line with county rates;

1 Tamworth is within top five local authorities in England and Wales for under-
18 conception rates;

1 Air pollution, specifically from PM2.5, significantly affects the health of
residents in the Borough, especially among vulnerable groups;

f Poor mental health is a notable issue in Tamworth, where rates of depression
and selfharm exceed both national and county averages;

1 Dementia prevalence is high in Tamworth, driven by risk factors such as
ageing, obesity, smoking and diabetes;

1 There is a need to improve and increase the provision of residential care and
nursing services for people living with dementia in Tamworth;
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1 There are high levels of hospital admissions due to falls in those aged over
65. There is a need to improve the adaptability, quality and accessibility of
homes, alongside the wider built environment; and

1 The needs of the ageing population will need to be considered and
addressed, including greater demand for health and care services.

7.3 Likely Evolution without the Local Plan

Without the plan, health prospects may worsen over time as there will be an inability
to strategically plan for health. This is likely to lead to a rise in the number of adults
and children living with poor health, including high levels of obesity and mental
health issues. This, alongside increased development, may place additional pressure
on the NHS, particularly GP practices and hospital services. Without appropriate
planning and investment, this could lead to longer waiting times and reduced access
to care for residents.

There is also likely to be a lack of strategic framework to deliver, enhance or
maintain open space within the Borough to support physical and mental health. New
open space and sports facilities within the Borough could subsequently be located in
areas that would be less beneficial to new or existing residents, and policy
intervention to support improving levels of physical activity through walking and
cycling may not be achieved.

Air quality may worsen with growth in the Borough, particularly levels of PM2.5,
which may exacerbate existing health issues, as well as increase the number of
individuals suffering with health conditions.

7.4 Data Gaps

Disability data (how residents identify themselves) is age standardised; it is therefore
difficult to understand whether disabilities are equally spread acrossthe Bor ough 6 s
population.

The Tamworth Borough Council Joint Indoor and Outdoor Sports Strategy (2009) is
now outdated.
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8.0 Housing
8.1 Baseline

811 Households

In 2022, there were 32,894 households in Tamworth. In 2011, there were
approximately 31,459 households in Tamworth, highlighting a 4.6% increase in the
number of households in the Borough during this time frame33. Tamworth is
expected to experience a 2.9% increase in households by 2043 (from 2022 figures),
rising to 33,8664, This close alignment in growth between population and
households suggests that household sizes may remain stable but shifts in household
composition by age are likely to reshape local needs. For example, households led
by those aged 25-49 are projected to grow substantially (34-37%), suggesting a
sustained demand for starter homes and family housing.

Table 8-1 shows the composition of households present in Tamworth, and how this
has changed from 2011 to 2021. As shown in the table, the percentage of one
person households (aged 66 and over) has increased the most between 2011 and
2021 (1.6% increase). Over the same period, the percentage of single-family
households, both with no children and dependent children, has decreased (1.4% and
1.7% respectively). There has been little change in the percentage of single-family
households with non-dependent children and lone-parent households.

Table 8-1: Households Composition in Tamworth 13°

Household Composition | 2011 ‘ 2021

One-person household: Aged 66 years and over 10.9 12.5
One-person household: Other 15.2 14.2
Single-family household: Cohabiting-couple family: No 19.9 18.5
children

Single-family household: Cohabiting-couple family: With |21.6 19.9
dependent children

Single-family household: Cohabiting-couple family: All 7.7 7.8
children non-dependent

Single-family household: Lone-parent household 11.6 11.9
Other household types 13.2 15.2

Table 8-2 shows the size of households in Tamworth in 2021. The most common
household size in the Borough is 2 persons (36.2%), followed by 1 persons (26.7%).
This trend has remained the same between 2011 and 2021. Within this timeframe
there has been only minor changes to household size, with an increase of 0.7% in

133 Household projections for England
(Accessed 29/09/25)

134 Household projections for England
(Accessed 29/09/25)

135 (Accessed 29/09/25)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/datasets/householdprojectionsforengland
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/datasets/householdprojectionsforengland
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E07000199/
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the number of 2 persons households and a decrease of 1.1% in the number of 4
persons households.

Table 8-2: Household Size in Tamworth
2021 (%)%

Household Size 2011 (%)™3°

1 person 26.1 26.7
2 persons 35.5 36.2
3 persons 17.7 17.9
4 persons 14.4 13.3
5 or more persons 6.3 6.0

8.1.2

As shown in Table 8-3, there has been a 1.2% reduction in the number of

households being owned or with a mortgage or loan and a 4.1% increase in the

number of households being privately rented since 2011. The Lichfield and

Tamworth Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment!3® (HEDNA)

suggests that, despite the recent trend of decreasing home ownership, Ta mwor t hdé s
housing strategy is shifting towards increasing home ownership and reducing

reliance on social rented housing®®.

Housing Tenure

Tamworth 140

Table 8-3: Tenure of Households in

Tenure % Change 2011 -
2021
Owned or with a mortgage 68.2% 67.0% -1.2%
or loan
Shared ownership 0.5% 0.7% 0.2%
Social rented 19.3% 18.0% -1.3%
Private rented 11.0% 14.1% 4.1%
Lives rent free 0.9% 0.2% -0.7%
136 (Accessed 29/09/25)
137 (Accessed
29/09/25)
138 (accessed 23/10/25)
139 (Accessed 31/07/2025)
140 ONS (Accessed 31/07/2025)
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https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/QS406EW/view/1946157180?rows=cell&cols=rural_urban
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/householdcharacteristics/homeinternetandsocialmediausage/bulletins/householdandresidentcharacteristicsenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/151/housing-development-needs
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/E07000199/
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8.1.3 Dwelling Type and Size

Table 8-4 highlights how housing is comprised in Tamworth, compared to
Staffordshire, the West Midlands and England!4t. In 2021, semi-detached housing
was the most common household type within Tamworth (38.5%), followed by
detached (26.6%). As shown in Table 8-4, the number of semi-detached homes in
Tamworth is very similar to Staffordshire and West Midlands, however the number of
detached homes is much lower than county and regional levels.

Table 8-4: Types of Dwelling Presentin  Tamworth (2021)4?

Type of Dwelling Tamworth (%) | Staffordshire West England (%)
(%) Midlands (%)

Detached 26.6 34.2 24.5 22.9

Semi-detached 38.5 38.2 37.6 31.5

Terraced 21.4 16.5 21.5 23.0

Flats 13.0 11.6 16.0 22.2

A caravan or other 04 0.5 0.4 0.4
mobile or temporary

structure

As shown in Table 8-5, dwelling size in Tamworth is skewed toward two-bedroom
(21.5%) and three-bedroom homes (50.6%)'3. These figures vary slightly from the
West Midlands and England figures, with the percentage of two-bedroom homes
being lower, and the percentage of three-bedroom homes being higher.

Table 8-5: Dwelling Size in Tamworth (2021)44

Dwelling Size Tamworth (%) West England (%)
Midlands
(%)
1 bedroom 8.3 9.7 11.6
2 bedrooms 215 24.8 27.3
3 bedrooms 50.6 45.6 40.0
4 or more bedrooms 19.6 19.9 21.1

8.14 Housing Growth

The Lichfield and Tamworth HEDNA (2025) identifies a minimum housing target of
445 dwellings per year, equating to an additional 7,565 dwellings between2025 to

141 ONS Census Maps (Accessed 23/05/2025)

142 ONS Census Maps (Accessed 31/07/2025)

143 (Accessed 31/07/2025)
144 (Accessed 29/09/25)


https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/change/housing/accommodation-type/accommodation-type-5a/flat-maisonette-or-apartment/?lad=E08000030
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/housing/accommodation-type/accommodation-type-5a/whole-house-or-bungalow-detached?lad=E07000199
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
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2042145, Between 2011 and 2023, Tamworth delivered approximately 2,396 net
additional dwellings, representing a 7.9% increase in the housing stock46. This
increase remains below the national average and reflects constraints on land
availability within the Borough.

8.1.5 Housing Prices

Tamworthos housing mar ket has experienced in
Over the past decade, house prices have risen by 75%, outpacing regional and

national trends'#’. As highlighted in Table 8-7, the average house price in Tamworth

is £233,000, with detached homes averaging £381,000%4, This is lower than the

average for Staffordshire (£266,712) and England and Wales (£361,759). This

reflects the housing mix in the Borough, which leans towards more affordable

dwellings such as semi-detached homes (38.3%). Based on typical mortgage

l endi ng cr it er i-detach@dgpropediaes requiresan ssemated £52,000

annual income, compared to £71,300 at a national average. Flats are the least

common dwelling type in Tamworth (9.1%) and require the lowest income, at an
estimated A26,889. Overal |l Thtvewaifordibeds housin
compared with Staffordshire and England and Wales.

While prices remain below the regional and national averages, the gap between local

incomes and housing costs has widened. Table 8-6 presents the affordability ratio for

Tamworth and the nearby local authority areas of Lichfield and North Warwickshire.
Tamworthoés affordability ratio hashowesemai ned

145

146

147

148

(Accessed 31/07/2025)
(Accessed 31/07/2025)
(Accessed 31/07/2025)

(Accessed 31/07/2025)
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/housing/accommodation-type/accommodation-type-5a/whole-house-or-bungalow-detached?lad=E07000199
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps/choropleth/housing/accommodation-type/accommodation-type-5a/whole-house-or-bungalow-detached?lad=E07000199
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Lichfield has seen greater fluctuations and is less affordable than Tamworth. Homes
in North Warwickshire have become more affordable since 2022149,

Table 8-6: Ratio of Lower Quartile house price to lower quartile gross annual
workplace -based earnings 149

Tamworth Lichfield North Warwickshire
2008 7.2 8.8 7.2
2012 6.3 7.9 5.7
2016 7.3 7.5 6.5
2020 7.9 7.8 7.0
2021 8.0 9.5 7.8
2022 7.0 10.1 8.1
2023 7.0 9.2 7.5
2024 7.1 8.4 6.4

There are spatial differences in housing affordability and deprivation across
Tamworth. Areas with higher concentrations of social housing, particularly in more
deprived neighbourhoods such as Glascote, Belgrave and Amington, tend to
experience greater housing stress!®. These areas often face challenges related to
both the cost and quality of housing, as well as access to essential services and
higher rates of homelessness and overcrowding.

To address these issues, there is a clear need to increase the supply of affordable
homes across a range of tenures. This includes a strong emphasis on low-cost
rented housing, such as social rent and affordable rent, which are more accessible to
households on modest incomes.

Table 8-7: Average Property Prices (202 5)151152

Dwelling

Tamworth

Staffordshire

England & Wales

type
P Average | % of sales | Average | % of sales | Average | % of sales
price price price

Detached £381,000 26.8% £397,580 32.3% £508,181 24.6%
Semi- £237,000 38.3% £230,580 37.1% £320,850 29.8%
detached
Terraced £197,000 25.8% £184,520 22.9% £304,046 28.5%
Flat £120,000 9.1% £136,428 7.7% £319,018 17.1%

149

150

151

152

(Accessed 31/07/2025)

63

(Accessed 21/10/2025)
(Accessed 01/08/2025)

(Accessed 01/08/2025)
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/housingaffordabilityinenglandandwales/2024
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/housing_docs/housing-strategy.pdf#:~:text=This%20strategy%20has%20been%20developed%20with%20support%20from,on%20the%20housing%20market%2C%20economic%20growth%20and%20employment.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/housingpriceslocal/E07000199/
https://www.varbes.com/housing-market/tamworth-housing-market
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Staffordshire

Dwelling Tamworth
type

England & Wales

Average | % of sales | Average | % of sales | Average | % of sales
price price price

£233,750 100.0% £266,712 100.0% £361,759 100.0%

Overall
average
price

Table 8-8 highlights the average Social and Affordable Rented costs for different
sized housing in Tamworth. The costs are significantly below those for private rented
housing, particularly for larger homes, indicating a significant gap between the
Affordable Rented and market sectors.

Table 8-8: Average Social and Affordable Rented costs per month and Local
Housing Allowance (LHA) (2025)%3

Bedrooms Social Rent Affordable Rent LHA
One bedroom £329 £440 £499
Two bedrooms £378 £544 £623
Three bedrooms £411 £616 £738
Four bedrooms £460 £763 £992

8.1.6 Affordab le Housing

The supply of affordable housing within the Borough remains constrained. Tamworth
has a net annual need of over 180 affordable homes, with a gross need exceeding
1,500 households per year®*. However, delivery has consistently fallen short, due in
part to viability challenges, limited land availability, and the prevalence of small-scale
developments that often exclude affordable units. A high proportion of recent
completions have been one- or two-bedroom properties, limiting the availability of
family-sized homes*%°.

8.1.7 Specialist Accommodation

As shown in Table 8-9, the majority of older person households in Tamworth are
owner-occupied, with no mortgage. Single older people have a lower level of owner-
occupation than larger older person households however.

153 (Accessed 31/07/2025)
154 (Accessed 31/07/2025)
155 (Accessed 31/07/2025)


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
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Table 8-9: Tenure of Older Persons Households in Tamworth 156

Owner-occupied | Owner-occupied | Social rented Private rented

no mortgage mortgage
Single older 65.0 3.7 25.1 6.1
people
2 or more older |84.8 3.7 8.4 3.1
persons
All older person |73.7 3.7 17.8 4.8
only
As referenced in , by 2043 there is expected to be an increased number

of older persons within Tamworth. There is also expected to be an increased number
of residents experiencing a disability (likely to be linked to the increased number of
older persons). There is subsequently a growing requirement for accessible
properties to meet the needs of older residents and people with disabilities.

The current demand and supply for specialist housing is highlighted in Table 8-10.
As highlighted in the table, without significant development/intervention there is likely
to be a shortfall of all types of specialist housing within the Borough.

Table 8-10: Current and Future Specialist Housing Need

Specialist Supply ‘ Demand ‘ Additional ‘ Shortfall/Surplus
Housing Type demand to 2043
Housing with 699 908 543 -752
support
Housing with 94 326 196 -428
care
Residential care | 251 290 174 -213
bedspaces
Nursing care 122 327 195 -400
bedspaces

There is a current need for 302 wheelchair user homes within the Borough. Between
2022 and 2043 there is an estimated additional need of 90 wheelchair user homes.
To meet this identified need, it is recommended that a proportion (potentially up to
5%) of all market home to be M4(3) compliant®>’.

156 (Accessed 29/09/25)
157 (Accessed 30/09/25)


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/2836/housing-and-economic-needs-assessment-lichfield-and-tamworth-2025
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8.1.8

Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation

According to the most recent Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment
(GTAA), there is no current or future need for pitches in Tamworth over the GTAA
period to 20408, The Borough currently has no permanent authorised sites, with the
nearest located in North Warwickshire. Tamworth Borough Council continues to
engage with these communities to ensure welfare needs are met and to manage
unauthorised encampments through a structured legal process.

8.1.9

Self-build and Custom -build Homes

The Lichfield and Tamworth HEDNA identifies that, if assessed over the seven-and-a-
half base periods between 2016 and 2023, there has been a total of 79 registered
expressions of interest in a serviced plot of land in Tamworth. This is an average of 10
plots per base period. The HEDNA states that Tamworth is not meeting demand for
self-build and custom build plots within the borough.

8.2
The following key sustainability issues have been identified:

1
1

Key Sustainability Issues

Tamworth is experiencing modest household growth;

T a mw o rlandhcorstraints mean that the Borough has limited land available
for housing delivery. Tamworth will be unable to meet its housing need in full
without support from neighbouring authorities;

There will be limited land available for major housing developments; there will
subsequently be a greater reliance on smaller sites to deliver housing need,

which may in turn increase pressure on existing infrastructure;

There is a need to meet the full range of housing needs across all of society.
This includes needs for specific types and tenures of housing, across both

market and affordable;

There is a need for continued improvement in the design, build quality and

sustainability of new housing;

There has been an increase in privately rented housing, while ownership and

social renting have declined;

The Boroughos

e X i

sting housi

ng

st ock

detached housing. New development subsequently provides the opportunity
to further diversify the housing stock, and provide for a greater range of

needs;

The supply of larger family-sized homes (4 or more bedrooms) is limited,
contributing to overcrowding, particularly among households with children and

multi-generational families;
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1 The cost of housing in the Borough has increased at a higher rate than local
earnings, making it difficult for individuals to get onto the property ladder;

1 There is a need to provide more affordable housing, which must be
appropriate to both the local housing market and income profle. Tamwor t hos
relatively limited land supply means that naturally, there is a greater reliance
on minor development sites. These types of sites are not required by local
policy to deliver any affordable dwellings;

1 Deprivation and housing stress are concentrated in areas with high levels of
social housing;

1 There will be a need for suitably designed housing to meet demands of an
aging population; and

1 There is a demand for self-build and custom-build housing in Tamworth. The
Council should support the delivery of self-build and custom housebuilding
sites, where opportunities for land arise and where such schemes are
consistent with other planning policies.

8.3 Likely Evolution without the Local Plan

Without the Local Plan, there will be an absence of a strategic framework to
appropriately plan for the location of new housing development. The Council is
therefore likely to be less effective in encouraging housing in the most sustainable
locations and may not be able to ensure the right type, size and tenure of housing is
delivered to address local needs. This may adversely impact existing social,
economic, environmental, and health inequalities and issues.

Similarly, there is likely to be a lack of control over the quality, design and

sustainability of new residential development. This may result in a housing stock that

is not entirely fit for purpose, both in the present and future, which also lacks
cohesiveness with Tasaoevandsehséafplaceci st i ng ch

Housing delivery could be constrained in the short term, although in the longer-term
requirements in the NPPF to have a five-year supply of housing sites would enable
the further delivery of housing sites to meet need, through the planning application
process. However, this would be on an ad-hoc basis, and will be unlikely to deliver
affordable housing beyond the requirements of the NPPF.

Housing affordability is largely determined by house prices (themselves largely
based on economic cycles and housing supply), and the ability of households to buy
property (household income and availability of credit). Given the difficulty in
forecasting economic trends and recent uncertainty surrounding inflation, it is difficult
to predict whether housing affordability will change in the near term and which
direction such change could take. However, without increased housing provision in
the long-term, housing prices may continue to rise, and affordability to worsen. This
may subsequently lead to younger residents moving out of the Borough to more
affordable areas.

Finally, without an adopted Local Plan the design of suitable housing (e.g. for older
people), supply may not meet demand, and it may be located inappropriately. This
could have a negative impact on certain populations within Tamworth, as well as
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lead to increased pressure on the NHS and private care system, as people are
unable to stay in their homes for longer without the correct adaptations.

8.4 Data Gaps

A new Homelessness Prevention and Rough Sleeping Strategy is currently being
developed for Tamworth Borough. This should be published in October 2025.
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9.0 Transport and Accessibility

9.1 Baseline

Tamworthb s compact ur ban m p

for rovides good opp
connectivity both within and beyondtheBor ough 6és bou

ndari es.

911 T a mwo r Rdad®Network

Tamworth is connected to the Major Road Network (MRN) via the A5, which
provides links to Cannock, Nuneaton, the M42 and the M6 Toll. The A51, A513,
A453 and A4091, which are part of the Local Road Network, run north-south through
the Borough.

Levels of congestion across the Borough are relatively high, particularly to the North
(around the Upper Gungate Corridor), where high levels of development have taken
place in recent years. This is partially due to the large number of vehicles on the
road from associated population growth, but also partially due to a large proportion
(49%) of car/van journeys taken in the Borough being under 5km in length. Car
journeys are recorded as the most popular method of transportation for food
shopping (70%), other shopping (56%), GP appointments (54%), hospital
appointments (73%), and socialising (61%), which supports the large proportion of
short journeys being taken by car/van®®®,

912 Tamworthods Rai l Net wor k

There are two railway stations in Tamworth: Tamworth Railway Station which is
located in close proximity to the town centre, and the smaller Wilnecote Station,
which is positioned to the south near Two Gates. Wilnecote Station has accessibility
constraints due to the size of the station, and limited ability to expand.

Services at both railway stations are provided by London Northwestern (linking to
London, Crewe, Stafford and Lichfield), Avanti West Coast (linking to London) and
Cross County (linking to Birmingham, Derby, Nottingham, Yorkshire, Scotland and
Bristol). Tamworth Railway Station is also located on the West Coast Mainline. There
is significant passenger and freight demand along both lines, particularly for local
routes.

Patronage at Tamworth Railway Station has reduced over time, from over 1,000,000
people making journeys from this station per year in 2013/2014, to around 950,000
in 2022/2023. Patronage at Wilnecote Station has remained steady over this
timeframe, however, at around 100,000 people making journeys from this station per
year.

The impact of Highspeed 2 (HS2) is likely to positively impact the West Midlands
region through improved connectivity to London. Whilst this is not likely to have a
significant impact on residents in Tamworth, increased investment and connectivity
in the wider region is likely to have a positive effect on residents as a result of long-
term economic growth in the region*,

159 Tamworth Borough Transport Data Report 2024 (Accessed 26/9/2025)
160 HS2 in the West Midlands (Accessed 10/07/2025)
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9.1.3 Tamworthodéds Bus Net wor k

The bus network in Tamworth is extensive and services are operated by a number of
different bus companies, including Arriva, Diamond Bus, Stagecoach, South
Derbyshire Coaches and A&M Group. The most frequently used bus stops in
Tamworth are those in the town centre, as well as in local centres to the south and
south east of the Borough (e.g. Fazeley, Glascote, and Amington).

Buses play an important role in the public transport network and are often essential
for low-income individuals, young people, and those with health issues. Affordability
is another pull towards bus usage and discounted travel offered to eligible groups,
however eligibility depends upon the bus company. UK residents at the State
Pension age (66 for men and women) are eligible for a free bus pass.

The Staffordshire Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) outlines a strategy to
enhance bus services across the county, including in Tamworth6l, Tamworth
benefits from several key inter-urban routes such as the 110 (Tamworth to
Birmingham), 65 (Tamworth to Nuneaton), and 765/X65 (Lichfield to Tamworth),
operated primarily by Arriva Midlands. The BSIP identifies challenges such as
inconsistent service frequencies, limited evening and Sunday services, and complex
fare structures. To address these, the plan proposes more frequent and reliable
services, simplified and integrated ticketing (including multi-operator options), and
improved infrastructure, such as real-time information displays and accessible bus
stops. Tamworth is also included in plans for enhanced cross-boundary connectivity
with Warwickshire and the West Midlands.

In Staffordshire, accessible transport options for disabled people include low-floor,
wheelchair-accessible buses and the Passenger Assist scheme on trains.
Staffordshire County Council are currently in the process of surveying the level of
accessibility provided by all bus stops within Tamworth. This includes consideration
of access via a dropped kerb and/or a raised platform*62,

914 Tamworthodéds Active Travel Net wor k

The National Cycle Network does not pass through Tamworth, however there are
some cycle routes within the Borough. Despite Tamworth having the largest cycling
network of any local authority in Staffordshire, levels of cycling are low within the
Borough. This is partially due to areas of severance along major cycling routes,
particularly around the A5, which make it difficult to travel safely.

Staffordshire County Council 6s Local Cycling
(LCWIP) 20211 2031 sets out a strategic vision to increase connectivity through

active travel, aiming to make walking and cycling safer, more accessible, and more

attractive for short journeys®3. Tamworth is one of six priority urban areas identified

for targeted investment, with a dedicated cycle route audit and walking zone audit

completed to guide infrastructure improvements. The LCWIP focuses on connecting

residential areas with employment, education and leisure destinations.

161 Staffordshire bus service improvement plan
(Accessed 11/07/2025)

162 Tamworth Borough Transport Data Report 2024 (Accessed 26/9/2025)
163 Walking and cycling (Accessed 11/07/2025)


https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Buses/Staffordshire-bus-service-improvement-plan.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Buses/Staffordshire-bus-service-improvement-plan.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/Transport-Planning/Walking-and-cycling.aspx
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Approximately £31 million is earmarked for transport infrastructure delivery across
Staffordshire by 2031, with Tamworth expected to benefit from both short- and long-
term schemes. The plan supports modal shift, public health and carbon reduction
goals, aligning with national strategies to double cycling levels and increase walking
activity by 2025.
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Figure 9-1: Transportin Tamworth
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9.15 Travel Patterns

As highlighted in Table 9-1, 51% of residents who travel to work do so by driving a
car or a van. A small proportion of residents travel to work via active means, such as
walking (11%). Cycling is not a utilised method of travel to work however. Similarly,
some residents travel to work by public transport, with 11% of residents travelling to
work by train and 4% by bus.

Table 9-1: Methods of Travel to Work in  Tamworth (2024)64

Method Tamworth (%)

Bus 4
Train 11
Car/Van driver 51

Car/Van passenger

Taxi

Bicycle/Scooter

Walk 11
Motorcycle/Moped 2
Remote worker 12
Other 0

The most popular methods of travel to education in Tamworth differ slightly from
methods of travel to work. For example, walking is the most popular mode of travel
to education (34%), followed by car (26%). Public transport use via buses (17%) and
trains (11%) is also high. This suggests that education facilities are in closer, more
accessible locations than employment facilities in the Borough.

Table 9-2: Methods of Travel to Education in Tamworth (2024)

Method | Tamworth (%)

Bus/Coach 17
Train 11
Car/Van 26
Taxi 3
Bicycle/Scooter

Walk 34
Motorcycle/Moped

Remote education

164 Tamworth Borough Transport Data Report 2024 (Accessed 26/9/2025)
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Tamworth (%)

Other 0

916 Electric Vehicles

There has been a significant increase in low emission plug-in vehicles (PiVs) in
Tamworth since 2020, in line with national trends. In March 2020, there were 188
PiVs in the Borough and by March 2024 this figure had risen to 1,055%, There is a
greater number of PiVs in Tamworth per 100,000 of the population when compared
to the regional and national figures, as highlighted in Figure 9-2.

900
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® Tamworth West Midlands  m United Kingdom

Figure 9-2: Number of registered plug -in vehicles in 2024 per 100,000
population

Despite this, the charging infrastructure to support this growth is lagging behind the
figures for the West Midlands and the UK. Tamworth has 22 publicly available
charging devices, of which, 11 are rapid chargers or faster. This equates to
approximately 0.6% of all publicly available charging EV chargers in the West
Midlands, and approximately 0.03% of all publicly available charging EV chargers in
the UK. As shown in Figure 9-3, this represents 28 chargers per 100,000, which is
significantly lower than the regional and national figures. Tamworth has recently
secured funding from the Local Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) to implement
approximately 50 chargers across three car parks in the Borough between 2024 and
2028. This supports findings from the Tamworth Electric Vehicle Strategy (2024)166

165 Electric Vehicles and Charging Points in Local Areas.
(Accessed 08/07/2025)

166 Tamworth Electric Vehicle Strategy (2024) (Accessed 26/9/2025)


https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/local-authority-data-electric-vehicles-and-charging-points/
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that suggests that it is imperative for Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations to be
implemented across Council-owned car parks.

100
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Figure 9-3: Number of EV charging points in 2024 per 100,000 population

9.1.7 Road Safety

Road safety and reducing the number of traffic incidents is a priority across
Staffordshire, including in Tamworth. The Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership*®’
works across the County to improve road safety through:

1 Education and early intervention: Raising awareness with at risk groups
(young drivers) and with drivers who commit traffic offences;

1 Enforcement of traffic laws: Utilising speed camera vans to identify instances
of speeding, mobile phone use, no seatbelt use (etc); and

1 Road network improvements: Implementing anti-skid surfacing, vehicle
activated signs and 20 mph speed limits outside schools.

9.1.8 Transport Improvements

Tamworth plays a key role in the Southern Cross-Boundary Transport Package,
which aims to boost links with the West Midlands and Warwickshire through rail
upgrades, better bus services, and new active travel routes using old rail lines and
canals. The strategy also supports sustainable growth in Tamworth by improving
roads and prioritising walking and cycling for local trips.

167 Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership
(Accessed 26/9/2025)


https://staffssaferroads.co.uk/
https://staffssaferroads.co.uk/
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9.2 Key Sustainability Issues
The following key sustainability issues have been identified:

1 Increased development within the Borough is contributing towards high levels
of road congestion, particularly as there is a significant reliance on the petrol
or diesel-fuelled private car as the main mode of transport within the Borough;

1 Frequent and short (less than 5km) journeys in particular are often carried out
by private car, adding to congestion issues (particularly in the north of the
Borough);

1 There is a need to ensure that strategic and local road networks can
accommodate additional traffic generated from new development;

1 There is a need to ensure that the rail network, specifically key local routes,
are protected,;

1 There is a need to make sustainable travel options within the Borough more
accessible and inclusive, in order to reduce reliance on the private vehicle;

T Given the Boroughdés compact natur e,
walking and cycling journeys (particularly short journeys), to reduce high
levels of private car use and existing congestion issues;

1 There is a need to make improvements to safe and direct cycling routes
across the Borough, in order to reduce level of severance across routes;

1 A large number of residents utilise private transport in the form of petrol or
diesel cars to commute to work, as well as for travel for leisure activities;

9 The proportion of workers using sustainable transport mode to get to work can
be improved,;

1 The number of EV charging points across the Borough is not currently
sufficient to meet the needs of residents; and

1 Uncertain growth in private car ownership could contribute to further air
pollution, and associated impacts on climate, human health and biodiversity.

9.3 Likely Evolution without the Local Plan

Without the Plan, there will be an absence of a strategic framework to appropriately
plan for the location of new development, infrastructure and supporting services.
This may result in new development being located in locations with poor access to
sustainable transport modes, which increases the need for residents to travel by
unsustainable means. New development will also not have the sufficient levels of
infrastructure, services and facilities to support sustainable communities.

Poor cycle networks could restrict the expansion of residents using cycling as a
means to travel. Most of the cycle networks are currently focused on recreational use
rather than for those who need to use them to access work or local amenities.
Workers may continue to predominately use private cars to travel to work, which will
have impacts on the local environment (including air quality) and could exacerbate
congestion (particularly in areas that are already identified as particularly

t her e
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problematic), as well as safety issues for other road users. Use of electric plug-in
vehicles is increasing rapidly and will likely continue. Current public and sustainable
transport options may not meet the needs of the future population in the long term,
which is expected to increase.

9.4 Data Gaps

The Staffordshire Local Transport Plan (LTP4) is currently being developed and is
set to be published in December 2025. The Staffordshire Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan is also being developed, and is expected to be published in
March 2026.

Staffordshire County Council are currently updating data on the cycle network across
the County, in terms of quality and usability. This work is expected to be completed
by December 2025.

Road safety data within the Borough has not been included within this report as it is
not accurately recorded.
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10.0 Air, Noise and Light

10.1 Baseline

10.1.1  Air

The National Air Quality Strategy*®® provides a framework for air quality control
through air quality management and air quality objectives that should be met.

As highlighted in Section 7.1.8, local air quality can have major impactsonr esi dent s 0
health. Tamworth Borough Council has monitored air pollution at sites across the
Borough for several years and published its most recent annual Air Quality Annual
Status Report!®® (ASR) in 2024. The report shows that pollutant levels have
generally decreased across the Borough over the last decade and there have been
no exceedances of the national air quality objective for nitrogen dioxide at relevant
receptors for at least five years. Tamworth Borough Council revoked its only Air
Quality Management Area (AQMA), located in Two Gates in Dosthill, in March 2018
following sustained compliance with air quality standards. Although the A5 trunk road
and the M42 motorway run through and near the Borough respectively, there are no
sensitive receptors (such as residential properties) close enough to these roads to
warrant concern at present.

There are currently 14 areas of the Borough being monitored for air quality
exceedancest hr ough the use of ¥%pTheyare:ve diffusi ondé

1 Upper Gungate,

Claremont Road;

Lakeland Drive;

High Broom Court;
Overwoods Road (Dosthill);
High Street (Dosthill);
Dosthill Road (Two Gates);
Watling Street (Two Gates);
Tamworth Road (Two Gates);
Watling Street (Two Gates);
Glascote Road;

Perrycrofts Crescent;

Upper Gungate; and
Tamworth Road (Amington).

=4 =4 =4 =4 4 -4 -4 -8 2 -2 -5 -9

=

All recorded concentrations at these locations were well below the annual mean
objective of 40 pg/m3, according to monitoring data from 2022.

168 (Accessed 30/09/25)

169 Tamworth Borough Council, 2024 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR)
(Accessed 14/07/2025)

170 Air Quality (Accessed 09/07/2025)


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-air-quality-strategy-for-england/air-quality-strategy-framework-for-local-authority-delivery
https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://tamworth.gov.uk/environment/pollution-and-nuisance/air-quality
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A permanent air quality monitor is currently being considered for the Borough by
DEFRA, which will enable more detailed monitoring of key pollutants, including
particulates, nitrogen dioxide and sulphur dioxide.

Tamworth Borough Council is a member of the Staffordshire Air Quality Forum
(SAQF) which includes representatives of all the Staffordshire Local Authorities,
including Staffordshire County Council, as well as national bodies, such as Highways
England, the Environment Agency and Public Health England. This partnership
ensures Tamworth is aligned with regional and national air quality strategies,
particularly in regards to managing cross-boundary pollution and planning for future
growth.

As outlined in , the majority of residents utilise a private car or van to
travel to work or for leisure, whilst a much smaller proportion use public transport or
forms of active travel. To improve air quality, Tamworth Borough Council set out a
number of measures which include!"*:

1 Installation of EV charging points in public car parks and the development of
EV charging hubs for residents;

1 Hosting agreement with BP Pulse for a 12-unit ultra-fast EV hub;

Participation in the Active Travel Fund to promote walking and cycling;

1 Borough-wide smoke control area enforcement and new powers to fine for
persistent dark smoke from chimneys;

1 Public awareness campaigns on proper use of log burners and solid fuels; and

1 Participation in Clean Air Day.

=

The Coun cii2d2dAr Qrabty2S2rategy highlights the importance of
integrating air quality considerations into planning decisions, infrastructure
development, and community engagement. It recognises that while Tamworth
currently meets national air quality standards, future housing and commercial growth
could increase traffic and emissions!’2.

The Cannock Extension Canal Special Area of Conservation (SAC), located
approximately 15km to the west of Tamworth, is particularly sensitive to nitrogen
deposition'”3, Significant traffic increases on roads such as the A5 have the potential
to increase pressure at this site.

10.1.2 Noise

Noise pollution more generally is associated with roads, traffic, and railways. In
Tamworth, areas with the highest levels of road-traffic related noise pollution are
focused near to major routes such as the A5 and M42, as well as the A51 in the town

171 Tamworth ASR (Accessed 10/07/2025)

172 Tamworth Borough Council (Accessed 10/07/2025)

173 Assessment of Air Quality Impacts on European Sites in Staffordshire, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Sandwell and
Dudley (Accessed 10/07/2025)


https://tamworth.gov.uk/sites/default/files/environment_docs/Tamworth-ASR-2024-FINAL-(accessable).pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiZz8aAobKOAxV8Q0EAHTG0NNgQFnoECBkQAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tamworth.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fenvironment_docs%2FAir-Quality-Strategy-TAMWORTH%2520(2).docx%23%3A~%3Atext%3DThis%2520strategy%2520sets%2520out%2520how%2Cdevelopments%2520and%2520town%2520centre%2520changes.&usg=AOvVaw0nDLPbZW-gNRRO1eyVz7L0&opi=89978449
https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-11/air_quality_impacts_on_european_sites_report_2024.pdf
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centre'’. The presence of the railway line through the Borough is a source of noise
pollution, particularly in the area surrounding Tamworth Railway Station.

Tamworth Borough Council actively investigates and manages noise nuisance
complaints, such as the following, under environmental health legislation'’®:

1 Persistent loud music or parties;

1 Barking dogs;

1 Pubs and clubs;

1 Construction and industrial noise; and

1 Alarms and machinery.

10.1.3  Light

Light pollution is caused by excessive or intrusive artificial light arising from poor or
insensitive design. Light pollution can have a detrimental effect on the character and
amenity of an area, as well as the wildlife present, after dark. As highlighted in Figure
10-1, there are areas of Tamworth where light pollution is very high (exceeding 32
NanoWatts/cm?/sr) 1’7, Tamworth town centre and Birch Coppice Business Park
(south of Dordon) records the highest levels of light pollution in the Borough. Light
pollution is also high in Kettlebrook, Glascote Heath and Belgrave. Areas to the
northeast of the Borough experience less light pollution.

Funding by Staffordshire County Council, Tamworth have recently upgraded some
streetlighting to low-energy LED systems. In 2023, more than 300 lights were
replaced along the A5 which were part of a nationwide plan to upgrade 70% of
lighting along various routes by 2027178,

174 England Noise and Air Quality Viewer (Accessed 31/07/2025)

175 England Noise and Air Quality Viewer (Accessed 31/07/2025)

176 Noise Nuisance (Accessed 10/07/2025)

"Ni ght Blight: Mapping Engl and®6sktnldgilgahntd opsollliudsthito nP oa nld

(Accessed 14/07/2025)
178 BBC News (Accessed 14/07/2025)

d aornk


http://www.extrium.co.uk/noiseviewer.html
http://www.extrium.co.uk/noiseviewer.html
https://www.tamworth.gov.uk/environment/pollution-and-nuisance/noise-nuisance
https://www.cpre.org.uk/light-pollution-dark-skies-map/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-67443631
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Figure 10-1: Light Pollution in Tamworth
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10.2  Key Sustainability Issues
The following key sustainability issues have been identified:

1 Air quality issues may be exacerbating inequalities related to air pollution
heath issues;

1 There are no AQMAs in the Borough, however monitoring is ongoing while
Tamworth currently meets national air quality standards, future housing and
commercial growth could increase traffic and emissions;

1 There is significant reliance on the petrol or diesel-fuelled private car as the
main mode of transport within the Borough;

1 Housing growth is likely to increase additional vehicle movements and this
needs to be properly managed so that extra vehicles do not result in a
significant deterioration of the local air quality;

1 There is the potential for adverse impacts on wellbeing if inappropriate new
development is located near a major source of noise, including any existing or
new major roads;

1 There is a need to reduce light pollution and restrict further intensification of
light pollution from new developments; and

1 Air, noise and light pollution could be generated through construction works,
as well as the development of new homes, in the Borough, resulting from
growth proposed in the Local Plan.

10.3  Likely Evolution without the Local Plan

Uncontrolled development could lead to development in areas which currently
experience manageable levels of noise and light pollution and could exacerbate
pollution levels elsewhere. Without policy intervention and significant investments,
the target to achieve carbon neutrality and therefore improve air quality in the
Borough will not be achieved. Development within the Borough could also
exacerbate current air pollution by increasing the number of people travelling by
private vehicles.

10.4  Data Gaps
None identified.
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11.0 Climatic Factors

11.1 Baseline

11.1.1 Flood Risk

Climate change is expected to increase the frequency and severity of extreme
weather events, leading to increased flood risk. In Tamworth, flooding, particularly
fluvial and surface water flooding, is of particular concern. Tamworth was identified in
the Staffordshire County Council Local Flood Risk Management Strategy as one of
the top 10 urban communities at risk from flooding in the county?®,

A network of waterways pass through the Borough including:

1 The River Tame, which flows through the heart of Tamworth, forming part of
the Tame Valley. It continues northeastward, eventually joining the River
Trent;

1 The River Anker, which flows westward through the northern part of the
Borough and meets the River Tame near the town centre;

1 Coventry Canal, which branches off from the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal
and runs through the eastern part of Tamworth;

1 Birmingham and Fazeley Canal, which passes through the southern edge of
the Borough, linking with the Coventry Canal; and

1 Kettle Brook, a smaller tributary that flows through the urban areas of
Tamworth before joining the River Tame.

These waterways are presented in Figure 11-1.

179 Staffordshire County Council (Accessed 08/07/2025)


https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Environment/Flood-Risk-Management/Documents/Map-7-Top-10-Urban-Communities.pdf
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Figure 11-1: Waterbodies in Tamworth
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Figure 11-4, which highlights surface water flood risk. The urban nature of the
Borough, coupled with the continued loss of green space/natural permeable
surfaces, and the increased volume of surface water draining directly into the surface
water network are likely to contribute increased surface water flood risk. Whilst
heavy rainfall is most often the cause of surface water flooding, poor drainage,
blockages and insufficient drainage capacity often exacerbate the problem.
Groundwater flood risk is generally low across the Borough, however areas along
the River Tame at Tamworth present a risk.

Figure 11-5presentst he vul nerabil ity of the THBeroughos
Neighbourhood Flood Vulnerability Index utilised within the figure considers

susceptibility, ability to prepare, ability to respond, ability to recover and community

support. As highted by the figure, residents in the MSOAs of Central Tamworth

would be considered as the most vulnerable to flood risk, followed by those in

Glascote Heath. Residents in the Wilnecote East MSOA are considered as the least

vulnerable to flood risk*€.

180 Susceptibility to flooding (Accessed 30/09/25)
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Figure 11-2: Flood risk areas and flood defences in Tamworth
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Figure 11-3: Risk of river and sea flooding in Tamworth
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